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Summary

Researchers in Denmark have for many years had outstanding opportunities for
exploiting data from a wide range of registers. They can carry out research based on a
goldmine of information on social and demographic characteristics of the population,
labour market participation, health data and medical treatment, and more. All these data
can be combined, and longitudinal analysis can be made.

Researchers can access anonymous micro-data tailored to their needs in a secure
setting at the Research Service of Statistics Denmark, who manages the service. Basic
data originate from Danish official statistics that are largely based on administrative
sources. As the statistics produced by Statistics Denmark cover mainly social and
economic domains, cooperation arrangements have been agreed with the State Serum
Institute, who manages the Danish health data. Other external data can be integrated
into the datasets that are created for researchers, e.g. special surveys carried out among
specific parts of the population.

The real challenge of such a service is balancing, on the one hand the need for
exploiting the enormously rich data bases for the benefit of society, on the other hand
the need to protect the individuals who are registered. For researchers it is of course
important that access is easy and allows them to do all the things that will give them the
desired results. Legislation on data protection sets limits to access. ICT systems and
organizational measures must reconcile these concerns.

The lecture explains how the Research Service has been set up and how the
challenges are managed; it also describes the performance of the arrangement and
attempts to highlight results and benefits. Experience will be viewed from the
researcher’s as well as from the data manager’s point of view. Finally we will present
some of the challenges for the future: How to accommodate needs for cross-border
research, and how to include data from emerging sources, commonly labelled Big Data.
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