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1 Introduction

In 1932, it was suggested that the British Association Tables Committee prepare a table
of the factors of all numbers less than 100000. Mrs. E. Gifford offered to prepare the
manuscript, based on her table of primes and factors [5].1 A second manuscript was
prepared by Miss E. J. Ternouth2 with the collaboration of A. Lodge.3 In 1933, J. Peters4

informed the Committee that he had prepared the copy for such a table several years
before. The details of the construction and collation of these three tables are explained
in the introduction to the tables written by Leslie J. Comrie.

The resulting table was then compared with various published tables, namely those of
Brancker (1668), Chernac (1811), Barlow (1814), Inghirami (1919), Vega (1849), Hinkley
(1853), Browne and Sharpe (1929), Jones (1893), and Gifford (1931). Erratas are given
for each of these tables.

2 Description of the table

The main table gives the complete decompositions of all integers from 1 to 99999. Each
interval of 100 values covers two columns which are located on facing pages. Each double
page initially gives the decompositions for ten hundreds, but this number decreases as the
decompositions become more involved. At the end of the table, each double page only
covers 500 values. These features have been reproduced in our reconstruction. Prime
numbers are written in bold face, like in Kaván’s table [8].

Appended to the main table is a table giving the reciprocals of primes from 11 to
9973. This table can be used to facilitate the testing of large numbers up to 10

8 and
beyond.

Peters et al.’s tables were reprinted in 1963.

3 Other tables

Kaván’s table [8] published in 1937 is very similar to Peters et al.’s, but the decompositions
are given up to 255999.

1Emma Gifford (1861–1936)’s table published in 1931 gave the complete decompositions of all odd
integers not divisible by 3, and 5 from 11 to 100387.

2Elsie Jane Ternouth (????–1978). She graduated from the University of Glasgow in 1916.
3Alfred Lodge (1854–1937) was a professor of mathematics and a member of the British Association for

the Advancement of Science Committee on Calculation of Mathematical Tables for nearly fifty years [1].
4Johann Theodor (Jean) Peters (1869–1941) published a number of tables, in particular tables of

logarithms to 8 places (with Julius Bauschinger) and to 10 places [2]. Archibald wrote that he was
perhaps the greatest mathematical table maker of all time [3, p. 68].

3



Figure 1: Excerpt of Peters’ table [10].
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   .. . . . .
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 ... .. . .2.. .. .. ...

 2. 2.. 2.4. 2.. 2.. .2. 2..

 2.. 4.3.. 2.. 3.. 2... 5.. 2.

 2... . . .. . . .

 . ... .. ... . ... .

 . .   . . 2..

 4... 2.. 3.... 2... 7.. 2.. 3.2..
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 3.. .. . .. .. .. ..
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 2. ..  . 2...  .

 .... .. .. .4.. . . ..
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 .. 3... . .. .... .. ..
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 .. . . .. . . 2.

 4.. 2... 3.... 2.. 5.. 2.3... 3..
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 .. ... .. .2. ... .. ..

 .   ...  . 2..

 5... 2.. 3...2. 2... 4.. 2.2..2 3..
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 . . ... . . ... ..
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