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TEI Publisher
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A Publication Platform

● Based on eXist-db (XML database management system)

● Ideal for the publication of TEI-XML documents

● A toolbox for the publication of digital scholarly editions
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http://exist-db.org/exist/apps/homepage/index.html
https://teipublisher.com/index.html
https://tei-c.org/


Beginner Friendly

● Easy-to-use tools ➜ App Generator and built-in Annotation Tool 

● Accepts various input formats, not only XML-based
➥ Microsoft Word’s .docx 

● Delivers various output formats, not only a web application

● Only programming requirement is basic HTML 
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/tei-publisher/documentation/appgen?odd=docbook.odd
https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/tei-publisher/documentation/web-annotations?odd=docbook.odd


Advantages of using TEI Publisher

● Limits the handwritten code with templates 
➥ Templates can be modified and enhanced, thus your application is customizable 

● Open-source 

● Well-documented 

● Sustained by a very active community 
➥ Regular updates, community meetings, Slack support
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https://www.e-editiones.org/tags/meetups/
https://github.com/eeditiones/tei-publisher-app
https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/tei-publisher/documentation?odd=docbook.odd


TEI Publisher Registry: all editions presented on a map, link to the website and contact info
7

https://www.e-editiones.org/map/


What does a TEI Publisher instance look like?
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Basic TEI Publisher homepage (Source: Shakespeare’s Plays)

9

https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/shakespeare-pm/index.html


Basic TEI Publisher homepage (Source: Early English Books Online)
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/eebo/index.html


Homepage of an application with several collections (Source: DiScholEd)
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https://discholed.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/discholed/index.html


Customized homepage (Source: Van Gogh Letters)
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/vangogh/index.html
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Homepage with a map (Source: Johann Conrad Fischer)

https://johannconradfischer.com/de/travels


List of the files in the collection and a timeline, added with the pb-timeline web component (Source: DiScholEd, credit: Samuel Scalbert)
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https://discholed.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/discholed/index_pec.html?collection=pec%2Fcorpus


Classic display of the document (Source: Desenrollando el cordel)
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https://desenrollandoelcordel.unige.ch/Pliegos/Moreno_319.xml?view=page&odd=projet_cordel


Example of the display of a text only (Source: Early English Books Online)
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https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/eebo/B04826.xml?view=page&odd=eebo


Basic but neatly presented layout (Source: Umgang mit dem Übernatürlichen im Mittelalter)
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https://daemon.libripendis.eu/


Interactive layout (Source: The Solomon Project)
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https://tei.mittelalter.uni-tuebingen.de/exist/apps/salomon/Salomon3.xml?tab=0


Management of languages written from right to left, and interactive layout (Source: TraveLab)
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https://teipublisher.info/exist/apps/TraveLab/Benjamin%20of%20Tudela.xml


Working with TEI Publisher
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TEI Publisher: Website vs. Application
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TEI Publisher website

● Browse through the demo 
applications (Van Gogh, 
Shakespeare, etc.) 

● Playground area to experiment 
with the suggested files or your 
own, test the ODDs and templates

● Annotation area to discover the 
tool

Your own TEI Publisher application

● Customize the ODD and templates 
as you wish

● Add documentation or new pages 
to your project

● Export your edition in PDF of ePub



The TEI Processing Model

● The TEI Processing Model acts as a stylesheet for transforming the XML 
information into an HTML/CSS display 

➥ Corresponds to the TEI Publisher ODD 

● Key elements of the TEI Processing Model:

○ Predicate  ➜ Gives the context of the element (within the XML tree, its attribute(s), mode, etc.) 

○ Behaviour ➜ Defines the interpretation of the element (as a block, inline, etc.)

○ Rendition ➜ Defines the CSS style for the output (alignment, color, size, case, etc.)
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https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/TD.html#TDPMPM


Visual representation of the TEI Processing Model (credit: Floriane Chiffoleau)
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Example of an ODD specification in TEI Publisher (predicate – behaviour – rendition)
24



The HTML templates can be :

● Very simple ➜ display of the transformed XML only

● More complex ➜ multiple layout options of the content (facsimile, 
transcription, translation, map, etc.)

25

Managing the Layout with HTML Templates



Managing the Layout with HTML Templates

MODES

● Different displays 
for a single 
element

● Created with the 
“Predicate” in the 
ODD and declared 
in the HTML
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Source: Van Gogh Letters application



Managing the Layout with HTML Templates

PANELS

● Display of multiple 
content at the same 
time

● Shows several layers 
of the encoding at 
once
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From left to right: transcription, facsimile, index (credit: Floriane Chiffoleau, DiScholEd)



Managing the Layout with HTML Templates

TOOLBAR

● Gives access to extra content (table of contents, metadata, licence, etc.)
● Transformation of the content of the <teiHeader>

28

Toolbar from the EHRI Online Editions TEI Publisher application



Structure of a TEI Publisher Application 
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● All uploaded XML files, organized in collections 

● App configuration files

● CSS files, TEI Publisher ODD, fonts, app images (no 
facsimile)

● HTML templates

● Transformation files ➜ modified automatically with the ODD

● Facets management

● All the other files must not be modified



Structure of a TEI Publisher Application 
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● All uploaded XML files, organized in collections 

● App configuration files

● CSS files, TEI Publisher ODD, fonts, app images (facsimiles 
are hosted on a IIIF server)

● HTML templates

● Transformation files ➜ modified automatically with the ODD

● Facets management

● All the other files must not be modified



Structure of a TEI Publisher Application
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Structure of a TEI Publisher Application
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HTML templates included in a 
basic TEI Publisher application

HTML templates in the DiScholEd app
(credit: Floriane Chiffoleau)



Structure of a TEI Publisher Application
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● All uploaded XML files, organized in collections 

● App configuration files

● CSS files, TEI Publisher ODD, fonts, app images (facsimiles 
are hosted on a IIIF server)

● HTML templates

● Transformation files ➜ modified automatically with the ODD
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Structure of a TEI Publisher Application
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● All uploaded XML files, organized in collections 

● App configuration files

● CSS files, TEI Publisher ODD, fonts, app images (facsimiles 
are hosted on a IIIF server)

● HTML templates

● Transformation files ➜ modified automatically with the ODD

● Facets management

● All the other files should not be modified 



Workshop
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Log in
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● Go to the “Try it” section on the 
TEI Publisher website, you 
should arrive here 

● Log in as tei-demo (password: 
demo) to have access to the 
“Admin” menu

https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/tei-publisher/index.html#


Log in
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● Go to the “Try it” section on the 
TEI Publisher website, you 
should arrive here 

● Log in as tei-demo (password: 
demo) to have access to the 
“Admin” menu



Navigating the Demos

● Click on “TEI Publisher Demo 
Collection” 

● Browse through the demos

● Or do a faceted search

● Select the demo you want to see
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Navigating the Demos

● Click on “TEI Publisher Demo 
Collection” 
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Generating a TEI Publisher 
Application

● Go to the “Admin” menu
● Select “App Generator”
● Select an ODD ➜ TEI Publisher Base
● Create a URL for your application ➜ 

https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/eidaworkshop/in
dex.html

● Enter the name of your application ➜ eidaworkshop
● Enter the name of the collection holding the XML files 

➜ data
● Enter the title of your application ➜ EiDA Workshop
● Keep the prefilled parameters
● Determine a user account (eida) and password 

(workshop) for your application
● Click on “SAVE/GENERATE”
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Managing Files in the Web Interface
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Drag and drop

Click to delete



Filling in the Static Templates: HTML Basics

Main composition of an 
HTML file:

● <head> 
● <body> 
● <foot> 

To add your text, 
position yourself in the 
<body> 

57
WARNING: This is not a static page and serves only as an example



Filling in the Static Templates: HTML Basics

Adding a text division ➜ <div>

Adding a heading ➜ <h1> <h2> <h3> <h4> <h5> <h6>

Adding a paragraph ➜ <p>

Creating a list (with bullet points) ➜ <ul>

Creating an ordered list (with numbers or letters) ➜ <ol>

Adding an item within a list ➜ <li>

Adding a link ➜ <a href=“URL” target=“_blank”>

58

Opens the link in a new window or tab



Online Resources
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On Digital Publishing

Burnard, L. (2014). What is the Text Encoding Initiative? How to Add Intelligent Markup to Digital Resources. 
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[Communication]. Brace Your Digital Scholarly Edition!, Berlin. https://inria.hal.science/hal-03538115.
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https://books.openedition.org/oep/426
https://hal.science/hal-03180669
https://www.openbookpublishers.com/books/10.11647/obp.0095
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s42803-019-00019-3
https://inria.hal.science/hal-03538115


On TEI Publisher
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TEI Publisher Documentation : https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/tei-publisher/documentation.

Chiffoleau, F. (2020, December 4). Publication of my Digital Edition – Working with TEI Publisher. Digital 
Intellectuals. https://digitalintellectuals.hypotheses.org/3912. 

Chiffoleau, F. (2021, June 16). Publication of my Digital Edition – Developing my TEI Publisher Application. 
Digital Intellectuals. https://digitalintellectuals.hypotheses.org/4173. 

Chiffoleau, F. (2021, December 10). Publication of my Digital Edition – Online Launch of the TEI Publisher 
Application. Digital Intellectuals. https://digitalintellectuals.hypotheses.org/4399. 

Scalbert, S. (2023, June 29). Overcoming Challenges in DiScholEd’s Development: A Journey of 
Problem-Solving and Design Enhancements. Digital Intellectuals. 
https://digitalintellectuals.hypotheses.org/4948. 
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Examples of TEI Publisher Instances

TEI Publisher Project Registry : https://www.e-editiones.org/map/ 

DiScholEd : https://discholed.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/discholed/index.html 

Van Gogh Letters : https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/vangogh/index.html 

Umgang mit dem Übernatürlichen im Mittelalter () : https://daemon.libripendis.eu/ 

Shakespeare’s Plays : https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/shakespeare-pm/index.html 

When the Wall Came Down : https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/dodis-facets/index.html 

TraveLab : https://teipublisher.info/exist/apps/TraveLab/Benjamin%20of%20Tudela.xml 

Solomon Project : https://tei.mittelalter.uni-tuebingen.de/exist/apps/salomon/Salomon3.xml 

Johann Conrad Fischer () : https://johannconradfischer.com/de/travels 
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https://www.e-editiones.org/map/
https://discholed.huma-num.fr/exist/apps/discholed/index.html
https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/vangogh/index.html
https://daemon.libripendis.eu/
https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/shakespeare-pm/index.html
https://teipublisher.com/exist/apps/dodis-facets/index.html
https://teipublisher.info/exist/apps/TraveLab/Benjamin%20of%20Tudela.xml
https://tei.mittelalter.uni-tuebingen.de/exist/apps/salomon/Salomon3.xml?tab=0
https://johannconradfischer.com/de/travels
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Thank you for your attention!
Any questions?

Contact: sarah.beniere[at]inria.fr
Presentation slides inspired by Floriane Chiffoleau


