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Abstract

In this paper we consider an inverse scattering problem which consists in
retrieving obstacles in a partially embedded waveguide in the acoustic case,
the measurements being located on the accessible part of the structure. Such
accessible part can be considered as a closed waveguide (with a finite cross
section), while the embedded part can be considered as an open waveguide
(with an infinite cross section). We propose an approximate model of the
open waveguide by using Perfectly Matched Layers in order to simplify the
resolution of the inverse problem, which is based on a modal formulation of
the Linear Sampling Method. Some numerical results show the efficiency of
our approach. This paper can be viewed as a continuation of the article [11],
which was focused on the forward problem.

1 Introduction

The context of the present paper is Non Destructive Testing (NDT) of an elongated
structure which is partially embedded in a surrounding medium. In the field of
civil engineering, this elongated structure could be a cable made of steel which is
partially free and partially surrounded by concrete. In the oil and gas industry, it
could be a metallic tube which is partially free and partially immersed in water.
Note that in these two examples, the celerity of waves is larger in the elongated
structure (the core) than in the surrounding medium (the sheath), which is an
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important feature in what follows. The case when the celerity is smaller in the core
than in the sheath would be interesting for other types of applications like optic
fibers, but we restrict to the first case in order to simplify the presentation. In the
NDT procedure we consider in this paper, the objective is to retrieve some defects
lying within the embedded part of the cable/tube from measurements located on
the accessible part of such cable/tube, this is the free one. More precisely, we wish
to send some incident waves from the accessible part of the structure and measure
the corresponding scattered waves which come back to this accessible part, then try
to identify the defects from those multistatic data. This inverse problem is delicate
for at least two reasons. The first one is it corresponds to a back-scattering problem:
the emitters and receivers are located on a single side of the area to probe. The
second one is that the waves coming from the free part of the cable/tube partially
leak in the surrounding medium, which from the point of view of the inverse problem
implies a loss of information. Indeed, since the ratio of the wave celerities between
the core and the sheath is larger than one, there are no propagating modes in the
core. On the contrary, in the absence of the surrounding medium these propagating
modes would transport the information at long distance without attenuation (see
[15]). Such delicate inverse problem, which is addressed in [34] and in [25], has
received very little attention as far as we can judge. It however deserves some
further investigation since it has important applications.

From a mathematical point of view, the configuration described above can be
viewed as a junction between a closed waveguide (with a bounded cross-section) and
an open waveguide (with an unbounded cross-section), the open waveguide having
itself a core and a sheath. In our paper, the model we consider is simplified in three
different ways. Firstly, the model is two-dimensional and corresponds to isotropic
antiplane elasticity, that is the sole SH waves are taken into account. Secondly,
the defect is a Dirichlet-type impenetrable obstacle denoted O and located in the
core or in the sheath of the open waveguide. Thirdly, the problem is addressed
in the time-harmonic regime at a given frequency ω. The configuration that we
consider is illustrated in Figure 1. The closed part of the waveguide is the domain
p�8, 0q � p�h, hq, with h ¡ 0, while the open part of the waveguide is the domain
p0,�8q�R. The shear modulus and the density are denoted µ and ρ, respectively,
from which we define the speed c and the wave number k by the formulas c :� µ{ρ
and k :� ω{c. In the closed part of the waveguide, the shear modulus and the density
are constant and given by pµ, ρq � pµ0, ρ0q. In the open part of the waveguide, the
shear modulus and the density are piecewise positive constants and given by pµ, ρq �
pµ0, ρ0q in the core, that is the domain p0,�8q � p�h, hq and pµ, ρq � pµ8, ρ8q in
the sheath, that is the domain p0,�8q�pp�8,�hq Y ph,�8qq. The corresponding
speed and wave number are denoted c0 and k0 in the core, while they are denoted
c8 and k8 in the sheath. Instead of considering the original configuration 1, which
is difficult to study as such due to the open part of the waveguide, a classical and
convenient idea consists following [7] in using some Perfectly Matched Layers in the
transverse direction: it has the effect to transform the open waveguide into a closed
one by introducing external layers which are made of an artificial material. Such
layers do not perturb the waves inside the physical medium but absorb the waves
before they reach the external boundaries of the layers. They are perfectly matched
in the sense that they do not introduce reflections at the interface with the physical
part of the medium. In the presence of those PMLs, the physical medium reduces
now to the domain p0,�8q � p�hin, hinq, with hin ¡ h, and the PMLs consist of
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Figure 1: Original configuration

the domain p0,�8q � pp�hout,�hinq Y phin, houtqq, with hout ¡ hin. The PMLs
are characterized by a complex-valued function α such that α is equal to 1 in the
physical domain and α is well chosen in the PMLs. The configuration with PMLs is
represented in Figure 2, which will be the configuration of interest in the remainder
of the paper.

In [11], for the configuration (2), the forward scattering problem which is gener-
ated by an incident mode which is sent from the left half-waveguide is extensively
analyzed: well-posedness of such problem is proved in an appropriate functional
space, the asymptotic behaviour at infinity of the solution in the longitudinal direc-
tion is studied and some artificial boundary conditions in such longitudinal direction
are proposed and analyzed in order to compute an approximate solution numeri-
cally. All these results are obtained by using the Kondratiev theory [31]. Concerning
the inverse problem, we propose to use the Linear Sampling Method to identify the
defects. The LSM appeared for the first time in [24], while a more sophisticated
variant of this method called the Factorization Method has emerged a couple of
years later [29]. First introduced in acoustics for the free homogeneous space, sam-
pling methods have been adapted to various situations ever since, both from the
point of view of the physics which governs the problem (electromagnetism [23, 30],
elasticity [1, 21], fluid mechanics [32], fluid-solid interaction [33]), the nature of the
defects (obstacles/inclusions, cracks [18]), the properties of the background medium
(anisotropic [19], periodic [3], heterogeneous and unknown [4]) and its geometry
(free space, half-space [22], shallow ocean [2], waveguides [20, 15, 33, 9, 8, 35]). By
shallow ocean, we mean a 3D domain which is bounded in only one direction and
unbounded in the other directions. By waveguide, we mean a 2D or 3D domain
which is unbounded in one direction and bounded in the other ones. The Linear
Sampling Method (LSM) consists in defining an integral operator, the kernel of
which is exactly formed by the multistatic scattering data. For each point Z of a
sampling grid, we ask whether a test function depending on Z belongs or not to
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Figure 2: Configuration with PMLs

the range of this integral operator. That test range enables us to plot the indicator
function of the defects. It is important to note that, because the integral operator
is compact and the data are noisy in practice, some regularization is required to
apply the range test. In [15], the authors introduced a modal formulation of the
LSM which consists in putting the incident and scattered fields in the form of an
infinite linear combination of the modes of the waveguide, and to restrict those
series to a finite number of terms which coincides with the number of propagating
modes. This way of regularizing the problem is based on a physical argument which
amounts to keep the sole information that propagates at long distance and to get
rid of the evasnescent one. This is all the more justified as the support of data is
far away from the defects. In a long series of papers [13, 15, 16, 17, 10, 6, 5], this
technique was generalized to more and more complicated situations. In particular,
in [5] it was validated with experimental data in a realistic NDT context. An im-
portant point in the Linear Sampling Method is that the test function is nothing
but the fundamental solution of the background domain at point Z. For simple
geometries, a closed-form expression of the fundamental solution is known. But for
junctions of half-waveguides such as in Figure 2, a closed-form expression of the
fundamental solution is not available. This problem was addressed in [12] for a
junction of several closed half-waveguides, that is with real parameters, where the
fundamental solution was expressed in terms of the so-called reference fields, which
were themselves computed with the help of a Finite Element Method. Importantly,
those FEM computations do not depend on the sampling point Z and are performed
once and for all. We reapply this technique in the present paper.

Our article is organized as follows. In section 2 we recall some important results
concerning the forward problem and which are established in [11]. Section 3 is
dedicated to the fundamental solution of the structure shown on Figure 2 in the
absence of the obstacle. An explicit expression of such fundamental solution is
required to solve the inverse problem by using the Linear Sampling Method, which
is the subject of section 4. Some numerical experiments showing the feasibility of
our method are presented in section 5. Lastly, an appendix details the derivation
of the fundamental solution in a uniform PML-waveguide, which is a first step to
derive the fundamental solution of the overall structure.
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2 An overview of the forward problem

2.1 Description of the modes

In this paragraph we recall the expression of the modes, on the one hand in a straight
homogeneous closed waveguide having the properties of the left half-waveguide of
Figure 2, on the other hand in a straight stratified closed waveguide with PMLs
having the properties of the right half-waveguide of Figure 2.

Let us first denote Ω̃ :� R�I, I :� p�h, hq. Such closed waveguide is character-
ized by the constant material properties pµ0, ρ0q, from which we deduce the celerity
c0 :� a

µ0{ρ0 and the wave number k0 :� ω{c0. We introduce the coordinates
px, yq, where x is the coordinate along the unbounded direction of the waveguide,
while y is the coordinate along the transverse direction. The modes are the solutions
u of the form upx, yq � eλxϕpyq for some λ P C to the problem" �∆u� k2

0 u � 0 in Ω̃

Bνu � 0 on BΩ̃,

where ν is the outward unit normal vector to BΩ̃. The modes are given by

w̃�
n px, yq :� e�λ̃nxϕ̃npyq, (1)

with

λ̃n :� i

c
k2

0 �
n2π2

4h2
, n P N, (2)

where the branch cut in the square root is chosen such that =mp?zq ¥ 0, and with

ϕ̃0pyq :� 1?
2h
, ϕ̃npyq :� 1?

h
cos
�nπ

2h
py � hq

	
, n P N�, (3)

the family of functions ϕ̃n, n P N, forming a complete orthonormal basis of L2pIq.
Let us introduce the following assumption on k0, which implies that none of the

λ̃n vanish.

Assumption 2.1. For all n P N, nπ{2h � k0.

This implies in particular that there exists some Ñ P N� such that for n �
0, � � � , Ñ � 1, λ̃n P ip0,�8q, while for n � Ñ , � � � ,�8, λ̃n P p�8, 0q. Hence for
n � 0, � � � , Ñ�1, the w̃�

n are called propagating modes, the w̃�
n propagating from the

left to the right, the w̃�
n propagating from the right to the left. For n � Ñ , � � � ,�8,

the w̃�
n are called the evanescent modes, the w̃�

n exponentially decaying from the
left to the right, the w̃�

n exponentially decaying from the right to the left.
We now describe the modes of the closed waveguide with PMLs, that is Ωout :�

R � Iout, with Iout :� p�hout, houtq. The shear modulus and the density are given
in the truncated domain Ωout by

pµ, ρqpyq :�
#

pµ0, ρ0q if |y|   h,

pµ8, ρ8q if h   |y|   hout.
(4)

From µ8 and ρ8 we deduce the celerity c8 :� a
µ8{ρ8 and the wave number

k8 :� ω{c8. We assume in what follows that the celerity in the core is larger than
the celerity in the sheath, that is:
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Assumption 2.2. We have that c0 ¡ c8 or in other words k0   k8.

The PML complex function α is defined in Ωout by

αpyq :�
#

1 if |y|   hin,

α8pyq if hin   |y|   hout,
(5)

where α8 is a function which satisfies

� π

2
  argpα8pyqq   0 for hin   |y|   hout. (6)

The properties (5) (6) of the function α are essential for the PMLs to play their
role (see [11]). The modes are the solutions u of the form upx, yq � eλxϕpyq to the
problem " �αBypαµ By uq � µBxxu� ω2ρ u � 0 in Ωout

Bνu � 0 on BΩout,
(7)

where ν is the outward unit normal vector to BΩout. There exists a countable set of
complex numbers λn and a countable family of functions ϕn on Iout such that the
modes are given for n P N by

w�
n px, yq � e�λnxϕnpyq. (8)

More precisely, if we consider the operator L pλq : H1pIoutq Ñ H1pIoutq�, where
H1pIoutq� is the topological dual of H1pIoutq, which is defined by

xL pλqϕ,ψyIout :�
»
Iout

�
αµdyϕdyψ � µ

α
pλ2 � k2qϕψ

	
dy, @ϕ, ψ P H1pIoutq, (9)

and the bracket x�, �yIout means duality between H1pIoutq and H1pIoutq�, the complex
numbers �λn and the corresponding functions ϕn coincide with the pairs pλ, ϕq P
C� H1pIoutqzt0u such that

L pλqϕ � 0. (10)

The set of λ P C such that there exists some non trivial ϕ P H1pIoutq satisfying (10)
is denoted Λ. The eigenvalues λn, n P N, satisfy <epλnq   0 and =mpλnq ¡ 0 and
are numbered such that

� � � ¤ <epλn�1q ¤ <epλnq ¤ � � � ¤ <epλ0q   0. (11)

Contrary to the previous homogeneous case (see the expression of the numbers λ̃n
given by (2)), the numbers λn do not have a simple expression: they are solutions to
a dispersion relationship which is given in [11] (see Remark 3.1). The modes given
by (8) are divided into the so-called leaky modes, which are localized in the physical
part of the waveguide, and into the PML modes, which are localized in the PMLs.
The physical meaning of those two kinds of modes are described in [11]. In particu-
lar, the leaky modes inherit from the fact that in the true unbounded configuration
of Figure 1, some modes radiate from the core to the sheath in the transverse di-
rection. It should be noted that the modes w�

n are exponentially decaying from the
left to the right while the modes w�

n are exponentially decaying from the right to
the left. In other words, and contrary to the homogeneous waveguide, all the modes
w�
n are evanescent, as can be seen on Figure 5 of [11]. That none of the modes is
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propagating is a consequence of Assumption 2.2. Depending on the parameters of
the sheath and the core, some leaky modes may have a very small real part (it will
be the case in our numerical section where the core is made of steel and the sheath
is made of concrete), which implies that they are almost propagating. That will
be useful for the resolution of the inverse problem. Let us introduce the following
fundamental assumption on the eigenfunctions ϕ.

Assumption 2.3. The eigenvectors ϕ are such that»
Iout

µ

α
ϕ2 dy � 0.

It is proved in [11] (see lemma 2 and 3) that under the Assumption 2.3, the
geometrical and algebraical multiplicities of all eigenvalues λ are both equal to 1.
It is unknown to us whether the ϕn, n P N, form a complete basis of L2pIoutq
or not. However, again thanks to Assumption 2.3 (see proposition 4 in [11]), the
eigenvectors ϕn satisfy the biorthogonality relationship: for n,m P N, we have»

Iout

µ

α
ϕnϕm dy � Jnδmn, (12)

where δmn � 1 if m � n and δmn � 0 otherwise, which implicitly defines Jn.

2.2 The forward problem

We consider the problem illustrated by Figure 2, which models the diffraction by
an obstacle of an incident wave coming from the left in a junction between a half-
closed waveguide and a half-open waveguide closed by finite PMLs. We introduce
the following notations: Ω� :� p�8, 0q � p�h, hq, Ω� :� p0,�8q � p�hout, houtq,
Σ0 :� t0u � p�h, hq and Ω :� Ω� YΣ0 YΩ�. The obstacle O is a smooth bounded
domain which lies either within the core or within the sheath of the open half-
waveguide with PMLs, and we denote D :� ΩzO and D� :� Ω�zO. Let us define
the incident wave ui � w̃�

n,0 in Ω as

w̃�
n,0 :�

#
w̃�
n in Ω�,

0 in Ω�,
(13)

where w̃�
n for n P N is a mode coming from the left closed waveguide and defined by

(1). Let us introduce the spaces H̃1
locpDq (resp. L̃2

locpDq) as the set of distributions v
in D such that χv P H1pDq (resp. L2pDq), for all χ P C8pR2q vanishing as xÑ �8.
The scattering problem we consider is: find u P H̃1

locpDq such that$'''''''''&'''''''''%

�∆u� k2
0u � 0 in Ω�,

�Bypαµ By uq � µ

α
Bxxu� µ

α
k2 u � 0 in D�,

JuK � 0 on Σ0,
JBxuK � 0 on Σ0,
Bνu � 0 on BΩ,
u � 0 on BO,

u� ui is outgoing,

(14)

where ui � w̃�
n,0 and J�K denotes the jump of the solution at the interface Σ0. The

obstacle O is hence given by a Dirichlet-type boundary condition. As shown in [11],
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the radiation condition on the right side of D consists in the choice of a H1-type
functional space in view of the absence of propagating modes. On the left side of
D, such radiation condition amounts to forcing the solution to be outgoing, that is
to assuming the existence of a sequence of complex numbers a�n such that in Ω�:

u� ui �
¸
nPN

a�n w̃
�
n .

It is proved in [11] (see Theorem 5.1) that if the scattering problem (14) satisfies the
uniqueness property, that is u � 0 if ui � 0, then it is well-posed. In the remainder
of the paper, we assume that such uniqueness property is satisfied.

3 The fundamental solution

We first introduce the notion of reference field, which in the context of the inverse
problem will play a crucial role to compute the fundamental solution in Ω. Let
us define the space H̃1

locpΩq (resp. L̃2
locpΩq) as the set of distributions v in Ω such

that χv P H1pΩq (resp. L2pΩq), for all χ P C8pR2q vanishing as x Ñ �8. For
n P N, the reference fields r̃n and rn satisfy the following transmission problems:
find u P H̃1

locpΩq such that$'''''''&'''''''%

�∆u� k2
0u � 0 in Ω�,

�Bypαµ By uq � µ

α
Bxxu� µ

α
k2 u � 0 in Ω�,

JuK � 0 on Σ0,
JBxuK � 0 on Σ0,
Bνu � 0 on BΩ,

u� ui is outgoing,

(15)

where the incident field ui is set either to the field w̃�
n,0 in Ω given by (13) or the

field w�
n,0 in Ω defined by

w�
n,0 :�

#
0 in Ω�,

w�
n in Ω�,

(16)

and w�
n is given by (8). The fields r̃n and rn are hence the total fields associated

with the incident fields w̃�
n,0 and w�

n,0 which come from the left and from the right,
respectively, the scattered fields being generated by the sole junction of the two half-
waveguides (that is in the absence of the defects). We have the following result,
which states that the fields r̃n and rn are well-defined if the uniqueness property is
satisfied. The proof is omitted since it is almost the same as the one of Theorem
5.1 in [11].

Theorem 3.1. Assume that the problem (15) for ui � 0 only admits the trivial
solution. Then the problems (15) associated with ui � w̃�

n,0 and ui � w�
n,0, n P N,

have a unique solution.

Secondly, we introduce the fundamental solutions of the straight waveguides Ω̃
and Ωout, the first one being the homogeneous closed waveguide, the second one
being the stratified waveguide closed by PMLs. The fundamental solution of the
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closed waveguide Ω̃ is, for M 1 � px1, y1q P Ω̃, the solution G̃p�;M 1q to the following
problem $&%

�µ0p∆G̃� k2
0G̃q � δM 1 in Ω̃,

BνG̃ � 0 on BΩ̃,

G̃ is outgoing.

(17)

It is well-known that the function G̃p�;M 1q is well-defined in L2
locpΩ̃q and is given,

for M � px, yq, by

G̃pM ;M 1q � �
¸
nPN

1

2λ̃nµ0

eλ̃n|x�x
1|ϕ̃npyqϕ̃npy1q, (18)

where the λ̃n and the ϕ̃n are given by (2) and (3), respectively. The fundamental
solution in the stratified waveguide Ωout closed by PMLs is, for M 1 P Ωout, the
solution Gp�;M 1q to the following problem#

�dypαµdyGq � µ

α
dxxG� µ

α
k2G � δM 1 in Ωout,

BνG � 0 on BΩout.
(19)

In order to prove well-posedness of problem (19), we introduce a more general one:
for a source term f defined in Ωout, find the solution u defined in Ωout such that#

�dypαµdyuq � µ

α
dxxu� µ

α
k2u � f in Ωout,

Bνu � 0 on BΩout.
(20)

Let us define the operator A : H1pΩoutq Ñ H1pΩoutq� such that for all pu, vq P
H1pΩoutq � H1pΩoutq,

xAu, vyΩout
:�
»

Ωout

�
αµByu Byv � µ

α
Bx uBxv � µ

α
k2u v

	
dxdy, (21)

where x�, �yΩout
is the duality bracket between H1pΩoutq� and H1pΩoutq. It was

proved in [11] that A is an isomorphism, in other words that for f P H1pΩoutq�,
the problem (20) has a unique solution u in H1pΩoutq. We first complement such
result by a regularity result. In this view we need to introduce the Fourier-Laplace
transform FxÑλ which is given, for v P S 1pRq (here, S 1pRq denotes the classical
space of tempered distributions) and λ P iR, by

v̂pλq � pFxÑλvqpλq :�
» �8

�8

e�λxvpxq dx.

The inverse F�1
xÑλ is given by

F�1
xÑλv̂pxq �

1

2πi

»
iR
eλx v̂pλq dλ.

A well known property of F is that for all v P S 1pRq and λ P iR we have

pv1 � λv̂.
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Using this property, one can prove that for m P N and two reals a   b, the standard
norm of HmpR� pa, bqq is equivalent to the norm

}v} :�
�1

i

»
iR
}v̂pλ, �q}2Hmppa,bq,|λ|q dλ

	1{2

,

where
}ϕ}2Hmppa,bq,|λ|q :� }ϕ}2Hmppa,bqq � |λ|2m}ϕ}2L2ppa,bqq. (22)

Let us denote H2
7 pΩoutq the subset of functions u P H1pΩoutq such that for each

j P t�2,�1, 0, 1, 2u, the restrictions u|Ωj belong to H2pΩjq, where Ω�2 :� R �
p�hout,�hinq, Ω�1 :� R � p�hin,�hq, Ω0 :� R � p�h, hq � Ω̃, Ω1 :� R � ph, hinq
and Ω2 :� R � phin, houtq, and such that the function αµ Byu is continuous across
all the horizontal lines which separate these domains Ωj , j P t�2,�1, 0, 1, 2u.
Proposition 1. For f P L2pΩoutq, the problem (20) has a unique solution in
H2
7 pΩoutq.

Proof. By applying FxÑλ to the equation Au � f , one obtains that L pλqûpλ, �q �
f̂pλ, �q for λ P iR, so that one is naturally led to study the symbol L pλq defined by
(9). By using Lemma 4.1 in [11], there is τ0 ¡ 0 such that for λ � iτ , τ P R with
|τ | ¥ τ0, L pλq : H1pIoutq Ñ H1pIoutq� is an isomorphism. In particular, denoting

}g}H1pIout, |λ|q� :� sup
ψPH1pIoutqzt0u

|xg, ψyIout |
}ψ}H1pIout, |λ|q

, @g P H1pIoutq�, (23)

where x�, �yIout
denotes the duality pairing between H1pIoutq� and H1pIoutq, ϕ :�

L pλq�1g satisfies
}ϕ}H1pIout, |λ|q ¤ C }g}H1pIout, |λ|q� , (24)

where C ¡ 0 is independent of g and λ. Since iR R Λ, the operator L pλq is injective
for λ P iR, and the Fredholm analytic theorem guarantees that the operator L pλq�1

is well defined and continuous for λ P iR. This implies that the estimate (24) is
also valid for λ in the vertical segment ir�τ0, τ0s, hence for all λ P iR, with a new
constant C ¡ 0 which depends neither on g nor on λ. Integrating such estimate on
iR implies that if f P L2pΩoutq, then the solution to the problem Au � f , given by

upx, �q :� 1

2πi

»
iR
eλx L pλqf̂pλ, �q dλ,

belongs to H1pΩoutq. Let us prove that u P H2pΩ0q. For g P L2pIoutq, we deduce
from (23) that for all λ P iR,

p1 � |λ|2q}g}2H1pIout, |λ|q�
¤ }g}2L2pIoutq

. (25)

The estimates (24) and (25) imply that for all g P L2pIoutq, ϕ satisfies for all λ P iR,

}ϕ}2H1p�h,hq � |λ|4}ϕ}2L2p�h,hq ¤ C }g}2L2pIoutq
. (26)

In p�h, hq, the function ϕ satisfies the equation

�d2
yyϕ� pλ2 � k2

0qϕ � g

µ0
,
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which implies that there exists some constant C ¡ 0 such that

}d2
yyϕ}2L2p�h,hq ¤ Cp1 � |λ|2q2}ϕ}2L2p�h,hq � C}g}2L2p�h,hq.

We conclude from the above inequality and (26) that

}ϕ}2H2pp�h,hq,|λ|q � }ϕ}2H2p�h,hq � |λ|4}ϕ}2L2p�h,hq ¤ C }g}2L2pIoutq
,

and by integration on iR, that u P H2pΩ0q. The same reasoning applies to all
domains Ωj , j P t�2,�1, 0, 1, 2u, which completes the proof.

Remark 1. Due to the discontinuity of the function Byu across the horizontal lines
which separate the domains Ωj , j P t�2,�1, 0, 1, 2u, the function u does not belong
to H2pΩoutq.
Remark 2. Lemma 4.1 in [11] relies on the fact that, due to (5) and (6), we have
�π{2   argpα8q ¤ 0, which implies that <epαq ¥ C and <ep1{αq ¥ C for C ¡ 0.
Since such property is also satisfied by α, Proposition 1 holds if we replace coefficient
α by α in problem (20).

We are now in a position to prove well-posedness of problem (19).

Theorem 3.2. For all M 1 P Ωout, the problem (19) has a unique solution in
L2pΩoutq.
Proof. From Proposition 1 we observe that u P H1�βpΩoutq, for all β P r0, 1{2q.
Indeed, since u P H2

7 pΩoutq, we have in particular u|Ωj P H1�βpΩjq for all j P
t�2,�1, 0, 1, 2u, and thus Bxu, Byu P HβpΩjq for all j P t�2,�1, 0, 1, 2u. We know
from [26] that for β P r0, 1{2q the extension by 0 from Ωj to Ωout of any function
in HβpΩjq belongs to HβpΩoutq. As a consequence Bxu, Byu P HβpΩoutq, for all
β P r0, 1{2q. From a classical Sobolev embedding theorem in two dimensions we
have that for β P p0, 1{2q, the functions in H1�βpΩoutq are continuous in Ωout.
Hence for all M 1 P Ωout, δM 1 P H2

7 pΩoutq�. Proposition 1 amounts to say that the

operator A : H2
7 pΩoutq Ñ L2pΩoutq is an isomorphism. In view of Remark 2, we

have that A : H2
7 pΩoutq Ñ L2pΩoutq is also an isomorphism. As a consequence, its

adjoint operator A
�

: L2pΩoutq Ñ H2
7 pΩoutq� is an isomorphism and since A is a

symmetric operator, namely A
� � A, we conclude that A is an isomorphism from

L2pΩoutq to H2
7 pΩoutq�. That δM 1 P H2

7 pΩoutq� completes the proof.

Remark 3. It should be noted that Theorem 3.2 is in particular valid for a source
point M 1 located at the interface of two different domains Ωj , j P t�2,�1, 0, 1, 2u.

As shown in the Appendix, the function Gp�;M 1q is given by

GpM ;M 1q � �
¸
nPN

1

2λnJn
eλn|x�x

1|ϕnpyqϕnpy1q, (27)

where the pairs pλn, ϕnq are the solutions to problem (10), the ϕn satisfying (12) and
the Jn being defined in Assumption 2.3. The fundamental solution of the junction
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of the two half-waveguides in the absence of defects is, for M 1 P Ω, the solution
Gp�;M 1q to the following problem$'''''''&'''''''%

�µ0p∆G � k2
0Gq � f in Ω�,

�Bypαµ By Gq � µ

α
Bxxu� µ

α
k2 G � g in Ω�,

JGK � 0 on Σ0,
JBxGK � 0 on Σ0,
BνG � 0 on BΩ,
G is outgoing,

(28)

where pf, gq � pδM 1 , 0q if M 1 P Ω� and pf, gq � p0, δM 1q if M 1 P Ω�. We have the
following result.

Proposition 2. If the problem (28) for pf, gq � p0, 0q only has the trivial solution,
the problem (28) has a unique solution in L̃2

locpΩq which is given by the following
formulas:

• for M 1 � px1, y1q P Ω� and M � px, yq P Ω,

GpM ;M 1q �

$''''''''&''''''''%

G̃pM ;M 1q � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
w̃�
n pM 1qpr̃npMq � w̃�

n pMqq

for x   x1

� 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
w̃�
n pM 1qr̃npMq

for x ¡ x1,

(29)

• for M 1 � px1, y1q P Ω� and M � px, yq P Ω,

GpM ;M 1q �

$''''''''&''''''''%

�
¸
nPN

1

2λnJn
w�
n pM 1qrnpMq

for x   x1

GpM ;M 1q �
¸
nPN

1

2λnJn
w�
n pM 1qprnpMq � w�

n pMqq

for x ¡ x1,

(30)

where r̃n and rn are the reference fields given by the system (15) for ui � w̃�
n,0 and

ui � w�
n,0, respectively. In addition, we have the symmetry relationship:

GpM ;M 1q � GpM 1;Mq, @M,M 1 P Ω. (31)

Proof. Let us consider the case when M 1 P Ω� and let us define G̃ip�,M 1q as

G̃ipM ;M 1q :�
#
G̃pM ;M 1q if M P Ω�,

0 if M P Ω�.
(32)

We use the decomposition Gp�;M 1q � G̃ip�;M 1q � G̃sp�;M 1q, where G̃ip�;M 1q plays
the role of an incident field and G̃sp�;M 1q plays the role of a scattered field by the
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junction. It is readily seen that the scattered field G̃sp�;M 1q satisfies the transmission
problem $''''''''''&''''''''''%

�∆G̃s � k2
0G̃s � 0 in Ω�,

�Bypαµ By G̃sq � µ

α
BxxG̃s � µ

α
k2 G̃s � 0 in Ω�,
r
G̃s

z
� G̃ on Σ0,

r
BxG̃s

z
� BxG̃ on Σ0,

Bν G̃s � 0 on BΩ,

G̃s is outgoing,

(33)

where J�K is the jump of the solution at the interface Σ0 from the left to the right.
When the problem (28) for pf, gq � p0, 0q only has the trivial solution, by proceeding
as in [11], we obtain that the problem (33) is well-posed in H̃1

locpΩq.
Now, using the same decomposition of the total field r̃n � w̃�

n,0 � r̃sn into the

incident field w̃�
n,0 and the scattered field r̃sn, such scattered field is solution to the

transmission problem$'''''''&'''''''%

�∆r̃sn � k2
0 r̃
s
n � 0 in Ω�,

�Bypαµ By r̃snq �
µ

α
Bxxr̃sn �

µ

α
k2 r̃sn � 0 in Ω�,

Jr̃snK � w̃�
n on Σ0,

JBxr̃snK � Bxw̃�
n on Σ0,

Bν r̃sn � 0 on BΩ,
r̃sn is outgoing.

(34)

Since the section Σ0 is located on the right of the source point M 1 of the fundamental
solution G̃, the formula (18) reduces for x ¡ x1 to

G̃pM ;M 1q � � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
eλ̃nxe�λ̃nx

1

ϕ̃npyqϕ̃npy1q,

that is

G̃pM ;M 1q � � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
w̃�
n pMqw̃�

n pM 1q. (35)

Comparing the systems (33) and (34), by linearity we obtain that for all M P Ω,

G̃spM ;M 1q � � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
r̃snpMqw̃�

n pM 1q,

that is

GpM ;M 1q � G̃pM ;M 1q � � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
pr̃npMq � w̃�

n pMqqw̃�
n pM 1q (36)

for M P Ω� and

GpM ;M 1q � � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
r̃npMqw̃�

n pM 1q (37)

for M P Ω�. It remains to remark that for M P Ω� and x ¡ x1, due to the
simplification of the fundamental solution G̃ given by (35), the expression (36)
simply becomes (37).
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To address the case when M 1 P Ω�, we have to define Gip�,M 1q as

GipM ;M 1q :�
#

0 if M P Ω�,

GpM ;M 1q if M P Ω�,
(38)

and to use the decomposition Gp�;M 1q � Gip�;M 1q�Gsp�;M 1q, where Gip�;M 1q plays
the role of an incident field and Gsp�;M 1q plays the role of a scattered field. The
derivation of (30) for M 1 P Ω� follows the same lines as in the case when M 1 P Ω�.

In order to obtain the symmetry relationship, it suffices to rewrite the problem
(28) as$'&'%

�divpA∇Gq � µ

α
k2G � δM 1 in Ω,

BνG � 0 on BΩ,
G is outgoing,

A :�
�
µ{α 0

0 αµ



,

with pα, µ, kq � p1, µ0, k0q in R � p�h, hq, pα, µ, kq � p1, µ8, k8q in p0,�8q �
pp�hin,�hq Y ph, hinqq and pα, µ, kq � pα8, µ8, k8q in p0,�8q � pp�hout,�hinq Y
phin, houtqq. Since the differential operator P :� �divpA∇�q� µ

αk
2� is symmetric (in

particular the matrix A is symmetric), the fundamental solution G satisfies (31),
following a general and classical result on fundamental solutions.

4 The Linear Sampling Method

Let us come back to the situation presented in the introduction and illustrated
by Figure 2, that is the junction of the left closed half-waveguide and the right
half-waveguide closed by PMLs, in the presence of the Dirichlet obstacle O in the
physical part of the right half-waveguide. More precisely, such obstacle is either
embedded in the core, that is O � p0,�8q � p�h, hq or embedded in the sheath,
that is O � p0,�8q � pp�hin,�hq Y ph, hinqq. Our method would enable us to
address the case when the obstacle O lies in the left half-waveguide, but we do not
consider this case which is less interesting for the applications.

For M 1 P Ω�, we consider the following forward problem: find up�;M 1q P L̃2
locpDq

such that $'''''''''&'''''''''%

�µ0p∆u� k2
0qu � δM 1 in Ω�,

�Bypαµ By uq � µ

α
Bxxu� µ

α
k2 u � 0 in D�,

JuK � 0 on Σ0,
JBxuK � 0 on Σ0,
Bνu � 0 on BΩ,
u � 0 on BO,
u is outgoing.

(39)

The field up�;M 1q can be seen as a total field having the decomposition up�;M 1q �
Gp�;M 1q � usp�;M 1q, where the fundamental solution Gp�;M 1q of the junction Ω,
which is the solution to problem (28) with pf, gq � pδM 1 , 0q, is the incident field and
the field usp�;M 1q is the resulting scattered field by the defect. Such field is solution
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to the following problem: find usp�;M 1q P H̃1
locpDq such that$'''''''''&'''''''''%

�∆us � k2
0u
s � 0 in Ω�,

�Bypαµ By usq � µ

α
Bxxus � µ

α
k2 us � 0 in D�,

JusK � 0 on Σ0,
JBxusK � 0 on Σ0,
Bνus � 0 on BΩ,
us � F on BO,
us is outgoing,

(40)

for F � �Gp�;M 1q|BO. For all n P N, we will also need to consider the solutions ũsn to
the same problem (40) for F � �r̃n|BO, where r̃n is a reference field. It is readily seen
that ũsn satisfies such problem if and only if pũsn � r̃nq satisfies problem (14). From
Theorem 5.1 in [11], if we assume that the problem (14) when replacing the incident
wave by 0 only has the trivial solution, the problem (14) is well-posed, which implies
that the problem (40) for F � �r̃n|BO is also well-posed. Proceeding similarly, we
can prove that the problem (39) and the problem (40) for F � �Gp�;M 1q|BO are
well-posed.

Let us now introduce the inverse problem. The support of the measurements is
the transverse section Σ�R :� t�Ru � p�h, hq with R ¡ 0, which is a section of
the left closed half-waveguide. We assume that for all M 1 P Σ�R, we measure the
corresponding scattered field uspM ;M 1q, that is the solution to the problem (40), for
all M P Σ�R. The goal of the inverse problem is to identify the defect O from those
multistatic data. Since the support of both the sources and the receivers are located
on a single side of the defect, our data can be viewed as back-scattering data. Let us
try to identify the obstacle O from the data uspM ;M 1q for pM,M 1q P Σ�R � Σ�R

with the help of the Linear Sampling Method, which is based on the near-field
operator:$'&'%

N : L2pΣ�Rq Ñ L2pΣ�Rq
h ÞÑ N h, pN hqpMq �

»
Σ�R

uspM ;M 1qhpM 1q dspM 1q, M P Σ�R,
(41)

where usp�;M 1q is the solution to problem (40) for F � �Gp�;M 1q|BO. We will also
need the operator$'&'%

H : L2pΣ�Rq Ñ H1{2pBOq
h ÞÑ pH hqpMq �

»
Σ�R

GpM ;M 1qhpM 1q dspM 1q, M P BO. (42)

The Linear Sampling Method is justified by the following theorem, the proof of
which mimics the one proved in [14]. It clarifies the reason why for all point Z of a
sampling grid, we will approximately solve the near-fied equation

N h � Gp�;Zq|Σ�R
. (43)

Theorem 4.1. We assume that the exterior problems (40) are well-posed and that
the interior problem: find v P H1pOq such that#

�∆v � k2 v � 0 in O

v � 0 on BO
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only has the trivial solution. Let N and H be the operators defined by (41) and
(42), respectively.

• If Z P O, then for all ε ¡ 0 there exists a solution in L2pΣ�Rq parametrized
by Z and denoted hεp�;Zq, of the inequality

}N hεp�;Zq � Gp�;Zq}L2pΣ�Rq ¤ ε

such that the function H hεp�;Zq converges in H1{2pBOq as εÑ 0.
Furthermore, for a given fixed ε, the function hεp�;Zq satisfies

lim
ZÑBO

}hεp�;Zq}L2pΣ�Rq � �8 and lim
ZÑBO

}H hεp�;Zq}H1{2pBOq � �8.

• If Z P ΩzO, then every solution hεp�;Zq P L2pΣ�Rq of the inequality

}N hεp�;Zq � Gp�;Zq}L2pΣ�Rq ¤ ε

satisfies

lim
εÑ0

}hεp�;Zq}L2pΣ�Rq � �8 and lim
εÑ0

}H hεp�;Zq}H1{2pBOq � �8.

The Linear Sampling Method consists then, for all Z of a sampling grid of Ω, in
solving a regularized version of the near-field equation (43). Such regularization is
required by the fact that the operator N is compact. Following [15], we introduce a
modal formulation of the Linear Sampling Method: the principle is to project such
near-field equation on the complete basis pϕ̃nqnPN of the transverse section Σ�R.
This enables us to propose a “physical regularization” which consists in replacing
the series which result from these projections by the sum of their first Ñ terms. This
amounts to keep, among the information contained in the incident and scattered
waves, their propagating parts only, in other words to neglect their evanescent parts.
In this view we will use, for n P N, the solution ũsn P H̃1

locpDq to the problem (40)
for F � �r̃n|BO. We have the following lemma.

Lemma 4.2. Denoting again M � px, yq and M 1 � px1, y1q, for x1 � �R and
x ¡ �R,

uspM ;M 1q � � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
ũsnpMqw̃�

n pM 1q.

Proof. From Proposition 2, since M 1 P Ω� and x ¡ x1, we have

GpM ;M 1q � � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
r̃npMqw̃�

n pM 1q.

Since usp�;M 1q is the solution to the problem (40) for F � �Gp�;M 1q|BO and the
ũsn are the solutions to the same problem (40) for F � �r̃n|BO, the result follows
by linearity.

Now, let us project the near-field equation (43) in the complete basis pϕ̃nq, n P N,
of the transverse section Σ�R. We have the following decomposition.

16



Proposition 3. For all h P L2pΣ�Rq and Z P Ω�, we have

N h � � 1

µ0

¸
m,nPN

eλ̃nR

2λ̃n
Umnhnϕ̃m (44)

and

Gp�;Zq|Σ�R
� �

¸
m,nPN

eλnxZ

2λnJn
ϕnpyZqprn, ϕ̃mqL2pΣ�Rqϕ̃m, (45)

where we use the decompositions

ũsn|Σ�R
�
¸
mPN

Umnϕ̃m, @n P N, and h �
¸
mPN

hmϕ̃m.

An alternative formula of Gp�;Zq|Σ�R
is

Gp�;Zq|Σ�R
� � 1

µ0

¸
mPN

eλ̃mR

2λ̃m
r̃mpZqϕ̃m. (46)

Proof. Since for all M P Σ�R,

pN hqpMq �
»

Σ�R

uspM ;M 1qhpM 1q dspM 1q,

by using Lemma 4.2, we obtain

pN hqpMq � � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

1

2λ̃n
ũsnpMq

»
Σ�R

w̃�
n pM 1qhpM 1q dspM 1q.

That w̃�
n px1, y1q � e�λ̃nx

1

ϕ̃npy1q, h � °mPN hmϕ̃m and pϕ̃mqm is a complete basis
of L2pΣ�Rq, imply

pN hqpMq � � 1

µ0

¸
nPN

eλ̃nR

2λ̃n
hnũ

s
npMq.

The expression (44) is obtained by decomposing the trace on Σ�R of the fields ũsn
in the basis pϕ̃nqn of L2pΣ�Rq. In order to obtain (45), we start from Proposition
2: in the case when Z P Ω� and M P Ω�, we have

GpM ;Zq � �
¸
nPN

1

2λnJn
w�
n pZqrnpMq.

Using both w�
n pZq � eλnxZϕnpyZq and the decomposition of the field rn in the basis

pϕ̃nqn, yields (45). To obtain (46), we use the symmetry relationship GpM ;Zq �
GpZ;Mq and Proposition 2 again: in the case when Z P Ω� and M P Ω�, we have

GpZ;Mq � � 1

µ0

¸
mPN

1

2λ̃m
w̃�
mpMqr̃mpZq

and (46) follows from the fact that w̃�
mpx, yq � e�λ̃mxϕ̃mpyq.
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Remark 4. It is important to note from (44) that it is equivalent to measure
uspM ;M 1q for all pM,M 1q P Σ�R � Σ�R and to measure the projections of the
fields ũsn on the transverse functions ϕ̃m of Σ�R, for all m,n P N. This is why in
the numerical section, the data will consist of those projections.

From Proposition 3, the near-field equation (43) is equivalent to the infinite
systems: find h � °nPN hnϕ̃n P L2pΣ�Rq such that for all m P N,

1

µ0

¸
nPN

eλ̃nR

λ̃n
Umnhn �

¸
pPN

eλpxZ

λpJp
ϕppyZqprp, ϕ̃mqL2pΣ�Rq (47)

or ¸
nPN

eλ̃nR

λ̃n
Umnhn � eλ̃mR

λ̃m
r̃mpZq. (48)

Remark 5. The main difference between the near-field equations (47) and (48) is
that the reference fields rn are required in the first case, that is the response of the
structure without any obstacle to a mode coming from the right, while the reference
fields r̃n are required in the second case, that is the response of the structure without
any obstacle to a mode coming from the left. It is important to note that, for both
the near-field equations (47) and (48), the reference fields rn and r̃n are computed
once and for all during an offline step: those computations do not depend on the
sampling point Z. The system (48) is particularly interesting because its right-hand
side does not require the truncation of a series. Such system is very similar to the
one derived for the back-scattering imaging in a straight closed waveguide, for which
the reference field r̃m reduces to a right-going mode.

5 Numerical experiments

In this numerical section, we compute some artificial data on the section Σ�R

by choosing some obstacle O and by solving the corresponding forward scattering
problems (14) with the help of a finite element method. In order to reduce the
unbounded domain to a computational bounded domain without changing the so-
lution, we make use of transparent boundary conditions in the longitudinal direction
on each side of the obstacle O. Those artificial boundary conditions are based on
Dirichlet-to-Neumann operators. More precisely, we use a “thin” DtN operator on a
transverse section located on the left waveguide and a “thick” DtN with an overlap
between two transverse sections located on the right waveguide, as described in the
section 5 of [11]. The reference fields, which are the solution to the problem (15)
for ui � w̃�

n,0, are computed using the same finite element method and the same
artificial boundary conditions. To be more precise, concerning the finite elements
themselves, we use standard P2 triangular elements, the mesh size being such that
a wavelength contains about 10 discretization points. We also have to compute the
eigenpairs pλn, ϕnq which satisfy (10), which is done by using one-dimensional P1
finite elements based on a very refined mesh size of 10�5m. The DtN operators
are approximated with the help of a series which is truncated to a finite number of
terms, as described in the section 6 of [11]. In the following numerical computations,
we have chosen R � 17 � 10�2m. The parameters which characterize the overall
structure are the same as in [11], that is h � 5 � 10�2m, hin � 7.5 � 10�2m and
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hout � 12.5 � 10�2m. The core is made of steel, with µ0 � 84.298 � 109 Pa and
ρ0 � 7932 kg.m�3, while the sheath is made of concrete, with µ8 � 15.908�109 Pa
and ρ8 � 2300 kg.m�3. Those values ensure that c0 ¡ c8, which is consistent with
Assumption 2.2. All the numerical experiments were performed with the help of the
FEM-BEM library XLiFE++ (see [28]). In order to make our numerical experiment
closer to a real NDT experiment, we produce noisy data by combining two ideas.
First of all, the forward scattering problem (14) is solved by using PMLs which are
different from those which are used to compute the reference fields involved in the
inverse problem. In the first case, the function α8 involved in (5) is given by the
parabolic profile

α8pyq � 1

1 � 3p3 � 4iqp|y| � hinq2{h2
out

,

while in the second case, α8 is the constant e�iπ{3. Note that a comparison between
those two profile functions is proposed in [11]. Since the PMLs are part of the
inverse procedure, in some sense this idea enables us to avoid committing an inverse
crime. Secondly, our data are artificially corrupted following the method described
in [15]. We consider the trace on the measurement section Σ�R of a scattered
field ũsn obtained by solving (14) for F � �r̃n|BO. For simplicity, let us denote
ũsn|Σ�R

� U . Decomposing Σ�R into a finite number of intervals, we compute a
pointwise Gaussian noise B and form a noisy data Uδ on Σ�R by setting

Uδ :� U � αB,

where the number α ¡ 0 is calibrated such that

}Uδ � U}L2pΣ�Rq � σ }U}L2pΣ�Rq,

the number σ being a given relative amplitude of noise. Now let us explain how
we discretize the near-field equations (47) and (48) in view of the numerical imple-
mentation. We recall that the infinite systems (47) and (48) are ill-posed since the
underlying operator N we “invert” is compact. In practice it is natural to approx-
imate the infinite systems (47) and (48) by restricting m and n to 0, � � � , Ñ � 1,
where we recall that Ñ is the number of propagating modes in the left closed half-
waveguide, and by restricting p to the first N terms, where no obvious value of N
is available. In order to specify N , we can view the modes in the waveguide Ωout as
the modes in the waveguide Ω̃ perturbed by the surrounding medium. This is why
we choose N � Ñ , that is in Ω� we restrict to the leaky modes which correspond
to the propagating modes in Ω�. In addition to the truncation of the series, we
regularize the finite systems with the help of the Tikhonov regularization combined
with the Morozov principle to determine the regularization parameter as a function
of the amplitude of noise. In fact we exactly follow the procedure described in [15].
This additional regularization is all the more necessary as the number of propagat-
ing modes in the left closed half-waveguide, that is Ñ , is large. Calling hp�;Zq the
regularized solution to either problem (47) or problem (48) (note that such solution
implicitly depends on the sampling point Z), we hereafter plot the function

ψpZq :� log10

�
1

}hp�;Zq}L2pΣ�Rq



, (49)

which in view of Theorem 4.1 is bounded inside the obstacle O and almost �8
outside. In the numerical experiments hereafter, we analyze the effect of several
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parameters on the quality of the identification. In all the following pictures, the
contour of the obstacle is represented by a black solid line.

5.1 About the choice of the near-field equation

We first consider an obstacle in the core of the structure. Here, the frequency is ω �
12.56 rad.s�1, which corresponds to N � 13 propagating modes, while the relative
amplitude of noise is σ � 10%. On Figure 3, we show the reconstructed obstacles
with the help of the function (49), by using both near-field equations (47) and (48).
Those reconstructions have to be compared with the one obtained with a wrong
near-field equation, that is by doing as if the surrounding medium were neglected in
the right part of the structure, in other words as if the global structure did consist of
the uniform closed waveguide Ω̃. We observe that both near-field equations (47) and
(48) approximately produce the same images, which unsurprisingly are better than
the image obtained with the wrong near-field equation. In all further identification
results, the near-field equation (48) is chosen.

Figure 3: Choice of the near-field equation. Top left: near-field equation (47). Top
right: near-field equation (48). Bottom: wrong near-field equation associated with
the uniform closed waveguide

5.2 About the distance between the defect and the interface

Let us recall that the scattering fields usn satisfy the problem (14). In view of
Theorem 14 in [11] and the properties of the eigenvalues λn given by (11), those fields
are exponentially decaying when xÑ �8. We hence expect that the quality of the
identification result decreases when the distance between the interface between the
two half-waveguides and the obstacle increases. In order to illustrate this property,
we show on Figure 4 how the quality of the identification is affected by such distance,
either for a single obstacle or for two obstacles (one of them is fixed). Here the
frequency is ω � 21.99 rad.s�1, that is the number of propagating modes is N � 22,
and the relative amplitude of noise is σ � 10%. We notice that the left part of
the obstacle is better reconstructed than its right part, which is of course due to
our back-scattering situation (measurements are located only on the left transverse
section Σ�R). When one obstacle is close and the other is far from the interface, it
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seems that the latter is invisible while the former is visible: this is due to the high
contrast between the values of the indicator function ψ.

Figure 4: Influence of the distance between the defects and the interface. Left: one
obstacle. Right: two obstacles

5.3 About the amplitude of noise

Let us illustrate the impact of the amplitude of noise on the reconstruction. In the
case when ω � 21.99 rad.s�1, which corresponds to N � 22, we test different values
of the amplitude of noise σ, that is σ � 1%, σ � 10% and σ � 20%. The results are
shown on Figure 5. We observe that, as always for the type of Gaussian pointwise
noise we introduce, the reconstructions with the Linear Sampling Method are very
robust with respect to the amplitude of noise.

5.4 About the frequency

Then we analyze the impact of the frequency ω on the reconstruction, which
amounts to study the impact of the number N of propagating modes. The am-
plitude of noise being σ � 10%, we compare in Figure 6 the results obtained for
ω � 6.28 rad.s�1, ω � 12.56 rad.s�1 and ω � 25.13 rad.s�1, which correspond to
N � 7, N � 13 and N � 26, respectively. Clearly, the higher is the frequency, the
better is the reconstruction, provided the size of the mesh used to solve the forward
problems is chosen accordingly.
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Figure 5: Impact of the amplitude of noise. Top left: 1% noise. Top right: 10%
noise. Bottom: 20% noise.

Figure 6: Impact of the frequency. Top left: N � 7. Top right: N � 13. Bottom:
N � 26.

5.5 About obstacles in the sheath

Up to now we have considered examples of obstacles embedded in the core of the
right half-waveguide. For ω � 21.99 rad.s�1 (N � 22) and σ � 10%, we show in
Figure 7 the identification results obtained with one or two obstacles, one of them
at least being embedded in the sheath of the right half-waveguide. The obstacles
located in the sheath are not as well retrieved as the ones located in the core. The
reason is that when an obstacle is located in the core, its reconstruction benefits
from the reflections of waves between the core and the sheath, while it does not
when it lies in the sheath (waves leak at infinity).
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Figure 7: One obstacle at least is located in the sheath

6 Appendix

In order to derive an explicit expression of the solution Gp�;M 1q to problem (19),
let us consider the operator L : DpLq � L2pIoutq Ñ L2pIoutq defined by$&% Lϕ :� �α

µ
dypαµdyϕq � k2ϕ

DpLq :� tϕ P H1pIoutq, αµ dyϕ P H1pIoutq, dyϕp�houtq � dyϕphoutq � 0u.
(50)

Finding the pairs pλ, ϕq P C � H1pIoutqzt0u satisfying (10) is equivalent to finding
the eigenvalues γ � λ2 and the corresponding eigenfunctions ϕ of operator L. It
is readily seen that L pλq � pµ{αqpL� λ2q, hence the inverse of L pλq is related to
the resolvent of L by the relationship

L pλq�1� � pL� λ2q�1

�
α

µ
�


. (51)

Using [27] and the fact that the geometric and algebraic multiplicities of all eigen-
values γn � λ2

n of L are equal to 1, we have that in a vicinity of γn,

pL� γq�1 � � Pn
γ � γn

� Unpγq, (52)

where Pn is the projector on the eigenfunction ϕn and Un is a holomorphic function.
From (51) and (52), we get that in a vicinity of λn,

L pλq�1� � �
Pn

�
α
µ �
	

λ2 � λ2
n

� Unpλq, (53)
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where the function Un is holomorphic.
In [11] it is proved that the operator L pλq is invertible for all λ P iR, hence for

a source term f given in Ωout, the unique solution to the problem (20) is given by

upx, yq � 1

2πi

»
iR
eλxL pλq�1f̂pλ, yq dλ. (54)

We apply such formula for f � δM 1 . The idea is now to evaluate the solution u
by applying the residue theorem to a well-chosen contour in the complex plane.
Without loss of generality, we shall assume that x1 � 0, since the general case is
easily obtained by a translation along the x-axis. In the case when x ¡ 0, let
us consider the oriented contour CR � ir�R,Rs Y ΓR, where ΓR � tReiθ, θ P
rπ{2, 3π{2su (see Figure 8).

Figure 8: Contour CR for the residue theorem

Since the λ which belong to the bounded domain DR delimited by CR satisfy
<epλq   0, we obtain

upx, yq � lim
RÑ�8

1

2πi

»
CR

eλxL pλq�1f̂pλ, yq dλ.

We observe that Fx,ypλq :� eλxL pλq�1f̂pλ, yq is a meromorphic function, the poles
of which are given by the eigenvalues of the symbol L in the half-plane <epλq   0,
that is the λn. By the residue theorem, we hence have

1

2πi

»
CR

eλxL pλq�1f̂pλ, yq dλ �
¸

λnPDR

RespFx,ypλq, λnq.

For f � δ0,y1 , we have that f̂pλ, yq � δy1pyq and by using the biorthogonality
relationship (12), the projector Pn is given by

Pnϕ � 1

Jn

�»
Iout

µ

α
ϕnϕdy



ϕn.

We conclude in view of (53) that

RespFx,ypλq, λnq � � 1

2λn
eλnxPn

�
α

µ
f̂pλn, yq



� � 1

2λnJn
eλnxϕnpy1qϕnpyq,
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so that

Gpx, y; 0, y1q � �
¸
nPN

1

2λnJn
eλnxϕnpyqϕnpy1q.

If x1 ¡ x, it suffices to replace x in the above right-hand side by px�x1q. For x1   x,
the same method can be applied, which will involve the eigenvalues �λn of L pλq
in the half-plane <epλq ¡ 0. We finally obtain the symmetric function

Gpx, y;x1, y1q � �
¸
nPN

1

2λnJn
eλn|x�x

1|ϕnpyqϕnpy1q.
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