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On the Convergence of the TTL Approximation for an LRU
Cache under Independent Stationary Request Processes

BO JIANG, University of Massachusetts Amherst
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DON TOWSLEY, University of Massachusetts Amherst

In this paper we focus on the LRU cache where requests for distinct contents are described by independent
stationary and ergodic processes. We extend a TTL-based approximation of the cache hit probability first
proposed by Fagin [14] for the independence reference model to this more general workload model. We show
that under very general conditions this approximation is exact as the cache size and the number of contents
go to infinity. Moreover, we establish this not only for the aggregate cache hit probability as in [14] but also
for every individual content. Last, we obtain a rate of convergence.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Caches are key components of many computer networks and systems. Moreover, they are becom-
ing increasingly more important with the current development of new content-centric network
architectures. A variety of cache replacement algorithms has been introduced and analyzed over
the last few decades, mostly based on the least recently used algorithm (LRU). Considerable work
has focused on analyzing these policies [6, 7, 11, 16, 22, 23, 25]. Since exact results for the main
performance metrics (e.g. hit rate) are either lacking or cannot be used because of their high compu-
tational complexity for large caches, approximations have been proposed [8, 12, 14, 21, 24, 28, 29].
Of all the approximation techniques developed, the state of the art is provided by the so-called TTL
approximation based on time-to-live (TTL) caches, which has been demonstrated to be accurate for
various caching policies and traffic models [5, 8, 10, 13, 14, 17, 18, 20, 26]. In this paper, we focus on
the TTL approximation for the LRU cache with stationary requests. In a TTL cache, a time-to-live
timer is set to its maximum value T each time the content is requested. The content is evicted from
the cache when the timer expires.
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1:2 Bo Jiang, Philippe Nain, and Don Towsley

The link between an LRU cache and a TTL! cache was first pointed out in [14] for i.i.d. requests
(the so-called independence reference model - IRM). In this paper, Fagin introduced the concept
of a characteristic time (our terminology) and showed asymptotically that the performance of
LRU converges to that of a TTL cache with a timer set to the characteristic time. With the
exception of an application to caching in [16], this work went unnoticed and [8] reintroduced
the approximation, without theoretical justification, for LRU under Poisson requests. Fricker et
al [17] provided some theoretical justification for the approximation by showing a central limit
theorem of the characteristic time under Poisson requests. More recently, [18] extended the TTL
approximation to a setting where requests for distinct contents are independent and described by
renewal processes. The accuracy of this approximation is supported by simulations but a theoretical
basis is lacking. All the aforementioned work focused on stationary request processes with no
dependence between different contents. Requests with cross-content dependence were considered
in [20], which developed TTL approximations for the LRU(m) and h-LRU policies, both including
LRU as a special case, when requests are modeled as independent Markovian Arrival Processes.
Non-stationary request processes were considered in [26], which developed a TTL approximation
for LRU under the so-called shot noise request model.

The objective of the present paper is to provide a rigorous theoretical justification of the TTL
approximation for LRU in [18] and its generalization to independent stationary content request
processes. To the best of our knowledge, such a justification was only provided in [14], and later
on in [21], under IRM (see Section 2.3 for a discussion of Theorem 1 in [21]).

We make the following contributions in this paper. First, we prove under the assumption that
requests to distinct contents are described by mutually independent stationary and ergodic point
processes, that the hit probability for each content under LRU converges to that for a TTL cache
operating with a single timer value, called the LRU characteristic time, independent of the content.
Moreover, we derive rates of convergence for individual content hit probabilities under LRU to
those under TTL using the LRU characteristic time. Under additional mild conditions, we then
derive expressions for the characteristic time and the aggregate hit probability in the limit as the
cache size and the number of contents go to infinity. This last result extends the results of Fagin
[14] for the independence reference model to a more general setting of independent stationary and
ergodic content request processes.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. Section 2 presents our model of an LRU cache
under a general request model. Section 3 presents the main results of our paper. Section 4 proves
the main result of the paper, namely the convergence of hit probabilities under LRU to those under
TTL with bounds on the rate of convergence given in Section 5. Section 6 extends Fagin’s results
to the more general case of stationary and ergodic request processes. Last concluding statements
are provided in Section 7.

2 MODEL AND BACKGROUND

We introduce the model for content request processes in Section 2.1 and the content popularity in
Section 2.2. Section 2.3 presents the TTL approximation that approximates hit probabilities of an
LRU cache by those of a TTL cache with an appropriately chosen timer value.

Fagin worked with the so-called working-set policy, which is the discrete time version of the TTL policy. The result can
be easily translated into one for the TTL approximation - also referred to as the Che’s approximation in the literature,
following the work of Che et al. in [8] - under Poisson requests.
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2.1 Content Request Process

We consider a cache of size C,, serving n unit sized contents labelled i = 1,...,n, where C,, €
(0,n). We assume that C,, — oo as n — oo. In particular, several results will be obtained under
the assumption that C,, ~ fon with f, € (0,1). Requests for the contents are described by

n independent stationary and ergodic simple point processes Ny ; := {t, i(k),k € Z}, where
—00 < --- < by i(—1) < ty,:(0) < 0 < t,;(1) < --- < oo represent successive request times to
content i = 1,...,n. We assume the point processes are defined on a common probability space

with probability measure P and associated expectation operator E. Let 0 < A, ; < co denote the
intensity of request process Ny, ;, i.e., the long term average request rate for content i (see e.g. [3,
Sections 1.1 and 1.6] for an introduction to stationary and ergodic point processes). Note that
P[t,,:(0) = 0] = 0 for all i [3, Section 1.1.4], i.e. no request arrives precisely at time 0. The same
request processes were considered in [15] for TTL caches.

Following [10], we will use Palm calculus for stationary and ergodic point processes [3]. Let
]P’?M. be the Palm probability” associated with the point process N, ; (see e.g. [3, Eq. (1.2.1)]). In
particular, P [, ;(0) = 0] = 1, i.e. under P ; content i is requested at time ¢ = 0. It is known that
[3, Exercice 1,.2.1] ’

1
Bt ()] = 7 )
n,i
where E(r)l, ; is the expectation operator associated with P?l,i. Define
Gp,i(t) = ]P’(,),’i[tn,,-(l) <t], (2)

the cdf of the inter-request time for content i under P ..
For any distribution F, we denote its mean by mp and the corresponding ccdf by F := 1 — F. For
any F with support in [0, o) and mp € (0, ), we define an associated distribution F by

Fry = j; Fayde 1o, 3)

mp
It is well-known that (see e.g. [3, Section 1.3.4])

Pt 1(0) < t] = Gus(t) = A fo  Gui(2)dz, @

with mg, , = 1/A,,; from (1). Note that P[~¢, ;(0) < t] is the cdf of the stationary time duration
content i has been requested for the last time (recall that the system is in steady-state at time ¢ = 0),
often refers to as the age of this request.

We assume all cdfs G,, ; are continuous. Let

Gfl,i(t) = Gn,i(t/An,i) (5)

be the scaled version of G, ; that is standardized in the sense that it has unit mean. We assume that
there exists a continuous cdf ¥ with support in [0, o) and mean my > 0 such that

G_:l,l(t) 2 liI(t)9 Vt, n, ia (6)
or, by the definition of G, ,,
G_n’i(t) = @(An,it)’ Vt’ n, i3 (7)
which, by (3), implies
Gn,i(t) 2 mxy‘i’(/ln,it), Vt,n,i. )

2Readers unfamiliar with Palm probability can think of ]P’(; ; as being defined by IP’?L ;[A] = P[A | tp,;(0) = 0] for any event
A, i.e. the conditional probability conditioned on the event that content i is requested at time 0, although the definition is
more general.
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1:4 Bo Jiang, Philippe Nain, and Don Towsley

Let us elaborate a bit on the assumption in (6). Consider the L; distance between ¥ and sz,i’
which, by (6), is given by

1G, , — Wl = G, — ¥l = f [GE(6) — F()]dt = 1~ my.
0

Since ||Gf,, ; = Yl = 0, it follows that my < 1. Note that all G;‘“. live on the sphere of radius 1 — my
centered at ¥. Since both G; ; and ¥ are continuous, my = 1if and only if G ;(t) = ¥(¢) or,
equivalently, if and only if G, ;(t) = ¥(4,,;t) for all t, n and i. Intuitively, the function ¥ controls
the variability within the family of cdfs § = {G,*“. :n > 1 > 1}, and my is a measure of this
variability. When my — 0, the constraint (6) becomes empty, and G, ; could be very different from
each other. As my increases, G, ; become more and more similar to each other. When my =1,
G,, ; degenerate to a single distribution ¥, in which case, G,; are all from the scale family”, for
Gn,i(t) = \P(An,it)-

The most important example of the degenerate case my = 1 is when all request processes are
Poisson, i.e. G, ;(t) = 1 — e *nit with ¥(t) = 1 — e~. Non-Poisson examples include Erlang
distributions with the same number of stages, Gamma distributions with the same shape parameter,
and Weibull distributions with the same shape parameter.

An important example of the non-degenerate case is when G, ; are from a finite number, J, of
scale families, i.e. § = {¥y, ..., ¥} for some distinct cdfs ¥; with my; = 1. Note that (6) holds with
W(t) = min; <j<; ¥;(t) in this case. However, my < 1unless J = 1, which reduces to the degenerate
case.

Let N, := {t,(k), k € Z} be the point process resulting from the superposition of the n indepen-
dent point processes Ny, 1, ..., Np n, Where —co < -+ < t,(—=1) < t,(0) < 0 < t,(1) < -+ < o0,
Note that we have used the fact that the points ¢, (k) are distinct with probability one [3, Property
1.1.1]. Let P% be the Palm probability* associated with N, and E?, the associated expectation
operator. Under P a content is requested at t = 0, i.e. P%[£,(0) = 0] = 1. Let X € {1,..., n} denote
this content. It is known that (see e.g. [3, Section 1.4.2])

/1 .
PUIXE =] = 32 = ©
where A, := Y7, An;, and
n
POLA] = D pa iP5, i [A] (10)
i=1

for any measurable event A.

2.2 Content Popularity

The probability p, ; defined in (9) gives the popularity of content i. Previous work (see e.g. [17] and
references therein) shows that the popularity distribution {py,,1, . . ., pn.n} usually follows Zipf’s
law,

i—a

S (11)
jo1J 7"

where @ > 0 and most often a € (0, 1). This will be the main example of popularity distribution
used throughout the rest of the paper.

Pni =

3Recall that the family of cdfs F(st), indexed by the scale parameter s > 0, is called the same scale family with standard cdf
F.

4 Again, readers unfamiliar with Palm probability can think of P, as being defined by P [A] = P[A | £,,(0) = 0] for any
event A, i.e. the conditional probability conditioned on the event that a request arrives at time 0.
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In [14], the popularity distribution is assumed to be given by
i i—1
pn’l_F(n) F( n )’ (12)

where F is a continuously differentiable cdf with support in [0, 1]. With some slight modification,
(12) can be extended to include (11) as a special case. Note that (12) does not assume the p, ;’s are
ordered in i.

In this paper, we consider more general popularity distributions, which include as special cases
both (11) and (12) with the mild condition that F’ > 0 a.e. on [0, 1]. Let o; be the index of the i-th
most popular content, i.e.

Pnoy Z Pnoy 2 2 Pn,o, (13)
is the sequence py 1, . .., Pn.n rearranged in decreasing order. Define the tail P, of the content
popularity distribution by

n
Pa(i)= )" pnoes (14)
k=i+1

which is the aggregate popularity of the n — i least popular contents. Roughly speaking, we will
focus on popularity distributions whose values P, (i) are of the same order for i around C,. This
will be made more precise later.

2.3 TTL Approximation

Let Y, ;(t) = 1if content i is requested during the interval [—¢,0) and Y, ;(¢) = 0 otherwise. With
this notation,

Ya(t) i= ) Yoilt) (15)
i=1

is the number of distinct contents requested during [, 0). Let [—7,, 0) be the smallest past interval
in which C,, distinct contents are referenced, i.e.,

T, = inf{t : Y, (t) = Cyu}. (16)

Note that if we reverse the arrow of time, we obtain statistically the same request processes, and 7,
is a stopping time for the process Y, (t).

In an LRU cache, a content that is least recently referenced is evicted when another content
needs to be added to the full cache. Thus a request for content i results in a cache hit if and only if i
is among the C,, distinct most recently referenced contents. The stationary hit probability of an
LRU cache is thus given by

HRY = B)[Y,, xo (ra) = 1]. (17)
Similarly, the stationary hit probability of content i in an LRU cache is given by
HR = B Vi) = 11, (18)
By (10), H;*V and HRV are related by
n
HR =" po i HERY. (19)
i=1

In a TTL cache, when a content is added to the cache, its associated time-to-live timer is set to
its maximum value T. The content is evicted from the cache when the timer expires. The capacity
of the cache is assumed to be large enough to hold all contents with non-expired timers. In this
paper, we consider the so-called TTL cache with reset, which always resets the associated timer
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1:6 Bo Jiang, Philippe Nain, and Don Towsley

to T when a cache hit occurs. Thus a request for content i results in a cache hit if and only if i is
referenced in a past window of length T. The stationary hit probability is then given by

Hy™(T) = B[, xo (T) = 1], (20)

and that for content i by
H, (1) = B, [Yai(T) = 1, (21)
which will be shown to equal G, ;(T) in Lemma 4.8. By (10), H}T(T) and HH.L(T) are related by

HY™(T) = " puHATH(T), (22)
i=1

The TTL approximation was first introduced for IRM requests, later rediscovered for independent
Poisson request processes [8] and extended to renewal request processes [18], in the latter two
cases without theoretical basis. It should be noticed that Fagin’s result can be reproduced [1] by
restricting the support of the distribution to [0, 1] in Theorem 4 in [24]. Also, Theorem 1 in [21]
proves that the individual content hit probability in an LRU cache converges to the corresponding
quantity in a TTL cache as the number of items increases to infinity, when contents are requested
according to independent Poisson processes and when there is only a finite number of types of
contents - see discussion after Example (4.5). To the best of our knowledge, [21, Theorem 1] is the
only result which provides a theoretical ground for the TTL approximation.

We now present it for general independent stationary and ergodic request processes. Let

Kn(T) = E[Yn(T)] (23)

denote the expected number of contents in a TTL cache with timer value T, where Y,, is defined in
(15). It will be shown in Lemma 4.9 that K,(T) = 1., Gp,,;(T). Given the size C,, of an LRU cache,
let T, satisfy

n
Cn =Kn(Ty) = Zén,i(Tn)' (24)
i=1
The time T, is the characteristic time of the LRU cache. The TTL approximation then approximates
the hit probabilities of the LRU cache by those of a TTL cache with timer value T,,, i.e.
HytP ~ Hy M (T,), Vi=1,....n

For Poisson requests, (24) takes the familiar form
n
Co= D (1= ey,
i=1

Note that the TTL approximation for general independent stationary and ergodic processes takes
the same form as for renewal processes [18], which is not surprising in view of Theorem 2 in [19].

In Section 4, we show that, as C,, and n become large, the TTL approximation becomes exact, i.e.
an LRU cache behaves like a TTL cache with a TTL approximation timer value equal to the LRU
characteristic time.

3 OVERVIEW OF MAIN RESULTS

In this section we present the main results of the paper. The first establishes that individual content
hit probabilities under LRU converge to those under TTL as the cache size C, and the number of
contents n go to infinity, provided the timer values for all contents are set to the LRU characteristic
time T, introduced in the previous section, and provided requests to different contents are described
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by mutually independent stationary and ergodic processes and the inter-request time distributions
satisfy certain continuity properties.

REsULT 1 (PROPOSITION 4.4). Assume that there exists a constant ; € (0, my) such that for all
sufficiently large n,

me? B L), k; € [0,1] and y € (0,1) such that for all
sufficiently large n, the tail popularity P, defined in (14) satisfies
Pn(l—chn]) > an(I.KZCnJ)- (26)

Given i, if the family of standardized cdfs §; := {G, ;:n=1,i+1,...}is equicontinuous’, then

If the family of standardized cdfs G := J;2; G; is equicontinuous, then

Assume also that there exist constants k; € (

asn — oo,

07

max
1<i<n

asn — oo,

s

HtY = H, H(Ty)

The next result provides a uniform bound for the rates at which individual content hit probabilities
under LRU converge to those under TTL under a slightly stronger Lipschitz continuity property.

RESULT 2 (PROPOSITION 5.1). Assume conditions (25) and (26) hold. If the family of standardized
cdfs G defined in Proposition 4.4 is uniformly Lipschitz continuous with common Lipschitz constant M,

then
1
logC, \*
max [HEV — HITH(T,)| = o((&) )

1<i<n Cn

The above rate of convergence is slow. This is improved in the next result where it is shown to be
at least O((log C,/C,,)"/?) under slightly stronger assumptions regarding the marginal inter-request
time distributions. However, numerical results (see e.g [17]) suggest that the convergence rate
might be faster than proved here.

REsuLT 3 (PROPOSITION 5.2). Assume the conditions (25) and (26) hold. Suppose there exist a
constant B and p > 0 such that when C,, > (¢p)~"

‘Gn,i(t) —Gn,i(tixt)) <Bx, forx€ [(/J)—én,p].

log C,
Cn |

The last two results include extensions of Fagin’s results for IRM to the case where content re-
quests are described by mutually independent stationary and ergodic processes where the marginal
inter-request time distributions satisfy mild continuity properties.

Then

max
1<i<n

A family of functions F is equicontinuous if for every € > 0, there exists a § > 0 such that |x; — x2| < & implies
[f(x1) — f(x2)| < € for every f € F. There is another commonly used definition of equicontinuity, which is a weaker
notion in general but turns out to be equivalent to the former in our setting.
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1:8 Bo Jiang, Philippe Nain, and Don Towsley

RESULT 4 (PROPOSITION 6.3). Assume my = 1, pn.; ~ nf(z,,;) uniformly ini forz, ; € [i_TI, %],

and continuous function f defined on (0, 1] such that f > 0 a.e. and limy_,04 f(x) € [0, +00]. If
Cp ~ Pon for By € (0,1), then

1
HRU f F(x)¥(vof(x))dx, asn— oo,
0

where vy the unique real number in (0, o) that satisfies

1
fo P f ())dx = fio.

Result 4 considers a single class of contents in the sense that there is a single f and a single ¥
for all contents. The following result extends it to J classes of contents, where class j has a fraction
b; of the total contents, and, roughly speaking, each class j satisfies the assumptions in Result 4
with potentially different f; and ¥;.

RESULT 5 (PROPOSITION 6.4). Assume that conditions (a) and (b) in Section 6 are satisfied. If
Cp ~ Pon with fy € (0, 1), then

J 1
H,%RU_’bef [ (nfi(x)dx,  asn — oo,
=1 Jo

where vy the unique real number in (0, ) that satisfies
J

1
ijfo ¥ (vo f5(x))dx = fo.

Jj=1

4 ASYMPTOTIC EXACTNESS

It has been observed numerically in [17] that the TTL approximation is very accurate uniformly
for contents of a wide range of popularity rank when the request processes are all Poisson. In this
section, we prove that under some general conditions, the TTL approximation is exact in the large
system regime, in the sense that individual content hit probabilities under LRU converge uniformly
to those under TTL using the LRU characteristic time.

The following bounds on the LRU characteristic time T,,, which may be of interest in their own
right, will be used in the proof of the main result, Proposition 4.4. The proof is found in Section 4.1.

PrROPOSITION 4.1. The characteristic time T,, defined by (24) exists and is unique. For any n; €
(Cn/my, n], which exists if C,, < nmy, we have
Vo

n,on,
where o, is defined in (13), and vy, which exists, is any constant that satisfies
\il(l/o) > L .
nimy
For anyny < Cp,
Ch—n
> 2 (28)
AnPy (n2)

The following examples show that Proposition 4.1 yields the same scaling order of T,, as in [17,
Eq. (7)] for Zipfian popularity distribution with & # 1, but for request processes more general than
Poisson.
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On the Convergence of the TTL Approximation for an LRU Cache 1:9

Example 4.2. Consider Zipfian popularity distribution in (11) with a € (0, 1). In this case, we
need C,, = Q(n) so that the cache stores a nonnegligible fraction of the files in the sense that
P, (Cy,) does not vanish as n increases. Assume C,, ~ fon with fy € (0, my). Setting ny = n in (27),

we obtain
Vo Von

T < ~ s
" Pn,nAn (1 - a)An

where vy satisfies ¥(vy) > fo/my. Setting n, = 0 in (28), we obtain

An Ap’
Note that

Pno, = Pnn = :—'—a ~ (1 - a)n_l,
j=1/
where the last step follows from the well-known asymptotics (see e.g. [2, Theorem 3.2]) X7, j™* ~
n'=%/(1-a) for large n. Therefore, T, = © (nA;l). In particular, if A, ; = i™%, then A, ~ n'7%/(1-a)
and hence T,, = ©(n%).

Example 4.3. Consider Zipfian popularity distribution in (11) with ¢ > 1. In this case, P,(C,)
never vanishes as long as C,, > 1. Assume C,, < fon with fy € (0, my). Consider the limit C,, — oo.

Setting ny ~ k1C,, in (27) with x; € (m%y, ﬁ), we obtain
n;* 1

j i KGR ()

Pn.on = Pnny =

and hence
< Vok{ { (a)Cyy
n — An )
where v, satisfies ‘i’(vo) > (kymy) L. Setting ny ~ x,Cy, in (28) with K, € (0, 1), we obtain
_ ny~®
Py(ng) ~ ———

(1-a)(a)’

where {(a) = 372, j7* is the Riemann zeta function. Thus

Co—nz  (1-al(@)(Co—m) (1= a){(@)(1-K)CE

T, > - :
AnP(ny) Apny™@ Apky™*

bl

Therefore, T,, = © (C,‘;’A;l). In particular, if C, = ©(n) and A; = i7%, then A, ~ {(a) and hence
T, = ©(n%). However, we do not need to have C,, scale linearly in n.
Proposition 4.4 is the main result, which provides sufficient conditions for the hit probabilities in

the TTL approximation to converge to the corresponding hit probabilities in the LRU cache. The
proof is found in Section 4.2.

PROPOSITION 4.4. Assume that there exists a constant 1 € (0, my) such that for all sufficiently
large n,
Cp < Bin. (29)
Assume also that there exist constants k; € (m%y, %), k2 € [0,1] and y € (0,1) such that for all
sufficiently large n, the tail popularity P, defined in (14) satisfies

pn(l—’clcn]) > an(I.KZCnJ)- (30)

, Vol. 1, No. 1, Article 1. Publication date: 0000.



1:10 Bo Jiang, Philippe Nain, and Don Towsley

Given i, if the family of standardized cdfs G; := {G,, ; : n=1i,i+1,...} is equicontinuous, then
‘HﬁﬁU - HZ,TL-L(TH) — 0, asn-— oo, (31)
If the family of standardized cdfs G = \Ji2; ;i is equicontinuous, then

max |H,ERI»U - HHL(T,,)
i<i<nl ™ g

—0, asn— oo. (32)

Remark 1. Condition (30) requires that the popularity distribution P, (i) take values of the same
order for i around Cp, as alluded to in Section 2.2. Intuitively, this means P, (i) should not change
abruptly around i = C,. In a stronger form obtained by setting x, = 0, (30) reads P, ([x1Cy1) > ¥,
which means that even with a slightly larger cache, the contents that cannot fit into the cache have
an aggregate probability at least y, or equivalently, the optimal static caching policy has a miss
probability at least y. For Zipfian popularity in (11), this stronger form is satisfied only for a < 1,
while (30) is satisfied for all @ > 0 as shown in Example 4.5.

Example 4.5. Consider the Zipfian popularity distribution in (11). For large n,

T )<< 1;
n
5 /- 1 —log i .
P, (i) ~ —Oglzg;gl, ifa=1;
-
B G
@ ifa > 1.

_ 1- (k)7 ifo<a<i;
n(I—KICn-D > i

lim inf — >1<1, ifa=1;
n—oo Pp(lx2Cy]) (ﬂ>a—1

K1

ifa > 1.

In all cases, the above guarantees the existence of a y € (0, 1) for which (30) holds. Note that for
a < 1, we can set k; = 0. If my = 1, then § = {¥}, which is equicontinuous by Lemma A.1. Thus
(32) holds for any C,, satisfying (29). In particular, (32) holds when all request processes are Poisson.

As indicated in Section 2.3, Hirade and Osogami in [21] proved that the individual content hit
probability in an LRU cache converges to the individual content hit probability in a TTL cache for
Poisson requests as the number of contents increases to infinity. More precisely, they consider nN
contents, e; j,i = 1,...,N, j = 1,...,n, each of size 1/n, where successive requests for content
e;,j follow a Poisson process with rate A;. These Poisson processes are assumed to be mutually
independent. Note that in this setting there is only a finite number of types of requests (= N).
Define F;(t) = 1 — exp(—A;t). It is shown in [21, Theorem 1] that the probability, pg’nj), that content
e; j is in an LRU cache converges to F;(T) as n — oo, where T is the unique solution of the equation

N F{(T) = K, with K < N the size of the cache. By performing the substitutions n — nN,
Gun,i+j(-) = Fi(:)forj=1,...,n,i=1,...,N and C,, — nK (with these substitutions the ratio
“cache size/content size =nK” is the same as in [21]), we get from (31),

HrLzﬁll,Ji ~ HEJ-{II:i(TnN) = F;(T,N) asn— oo,

where (see (24)) T, is the unique ¢ satisfying the equation Kn = :LI\{ GnN,i(t) = fil nF;(t) or,
equivalently, K = Zfil F;(t). We may invoke (31) as G; = {¥}, with ¥(¢) = 1 — e, is equicontinu-
ous by Lemma A.1. Let us now comment on the validity of conditions (29)-(30) under which (31) is
proved. Condition (29) reads nK < f;nN which holds for any K/N < f; < 1 (note that my = 1 since
requests are Poisson). To check (30), we first observe that contents e; 1, . . ., €; , have the same pop-

ularity r;/n € (0,1) with Zf\il ri = 1. Hence, P,n([x1C,1) 2 N(1 — k1 1) min;<;<n r; := y. Since
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one can find k; € (1,1/;) such thaty € (0, 1), we have shown that (30) holds with this y and x, = 0.

The following corollary considers the convergence of the aggregate hit probability.

COROLLARY 4.6. Assume that conditions (29) and (30) hold. Then asn — oo,

HRY - HI™(T,)| - o, (33)
if either of the following conditions holds,
(i) the family G is equicontinuous;
(ii) for each i, the family G; is equicontinuous, and
lim lim sup P,(m) = 0. (34)
M= pooo

Proor. By (19) and (22), for any m,
| HLRU _ gTTL(T, )

< max |H;1‘RiU - HZI;L(TH)
1<ism! ™ g

+ P, (m).

Suppose condition (i) holds. Let m = n. Since P, (n) = 0, (33) follows from (32).
Suppose condition (ii) holds. Fix m and let n — oo. By (31),
lim sup |H,];RU — H'™(T,)| < lim sup P, (m).
n—oo n—oo

Now let m — oo and (33) follows (34). O

Example 4.7. For the Zipfian popularity distribution in (11),

1-a

lim sup P,(m) =
m sup Pu(m) e a1,
Thus (34) holds for @ > 1 but fails for a € [0, 1]. For each i, if the standardized cdf G;’i is the
same for all n, then G; is a singleton and hence equicontinuous by Lemma A.1. In this case, (33)
holds for a > 1, but we cannot conclude the same for & < 1 without further assuming that G is
equicontinuous. When my = 1, in particular, when all request processes are Poisson, (33) holds.
For Poisson requests, Fagin [14] has established the convergence for « € (0,1) and C,, ~ fon. We
now see this is also true for a > 1 and for C,, scaling sublinearly in n.

{1, ifo<a<ti;

4.1 Proof of Proposition 4.1

We need the following two simple lemmas.
LEmMMA 4.8. Fori,j=1,...,n,andt > 0,
Py [Yni(t) = 11 = 1j=)Gui (1) + 1 ()G (1). (35)
Proo¥. For i = j, since t,,;(0) = 0 a.s. under PY ,, we have
Py i[Yni(t) = 1] = By i [=tni(=1) < 1] = Gpi(2).
For i # j, the independence of the point processes Ny, ; and N, ; yields
B0 (Vi (1) = 1] = P[Yn (1) = 1];
see [3, Eq. (1.4.5)] for a more formal statement. Since ¢, ;(0) < 0 a.s. under P, we obtain
P?—l,j[Yn,i(t) =1] = P[Yyi(t) = 1] = P[~1,,:(0) < t] = Gpi(2), (36)
where the last equality follows from (4). This completes the proof of (35). O
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LeEMMA 4.9. The function K,, defined in (23) satisfies the following,

Kn(T) = > Gpi(T), (37)
i=1

K (T) = > AniGri(T). (38)
i=1

The function K, is concave on [0, o0) and strictly increasing at all T € [0, c0) such that K,(T) < n.

Proor. Using (23), (15) and (36), we obtain

Kn(T)z Y(T) ZP nl —1 ZGHZ

proving (37). Taking the derivative of (37) w.r.t. T and using (4) yield (38). Note that K, is a
decreasing function of T, from which it follows that K, (T) is concave.

Now we show that K;,(T) > 0 at all T such that K,,(T) < n, from which it will follow that K,
is strictly increasing at all such T. Clearly K}, (T) > 0 from (38). Assume that K;,(T) = 0 for some
T > 0. Then, G, ;(T) = 0 for all i, which, by monotonicity of G, ;, yields G, ;(y) = 0 forally > T.
Thus, by (4),

1=60uD) = [ Guilwidy =o
T
which implies K, (T) = n by (37). Therefore, K, (T) > 0 for all T such that K,,(T) < n. o
Now we prove Proposition 4.1.

Proor oF PrRoPosITION 4.1. The existence of T, follows from the continuity of K, the facts
K,(0) = 0 and lim7_, K, (T) = n, and the Intermediate Value Theorem. Uniqueness follows from
the strict monotonicity of K, given by Lemma 4.9.

By (4) and the fact G, ;(y) < 1, we have

Th B
Gn,i(Tn) = An,if Gn,i(y)dy < An,iTn-
0
Thus

n n
Cn = Kn(Ty) = ) Gni(To) < ) min{1, Ay iTy) Z 1+ Z ATy = ny + ATy Po(n2),
i=1 i=1

i=ny+1

from which (28) follows.
To prove (27), note that

n n
Cp = Zén,i(Tn) > my Z \i](ln,iTn) > nlm‘}’li’(/ln,anl Tn),
i=1 i=1
where the first inequality follows from (8), and the second from (9), (13), and the monotonicity of
. Since C w/(nimy) < 1 and W is a continuous cdf, there exists a Vo such that

N C
lI’(V()) > z .
nimy
For any such vy,
N C N
Y(An,on Tn) < —— < ¥(1p),
nymy
which, together with the monotonicity of ¥, yields (27). O
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4.2 Proof of Proposition 4.4
The proof of Proposition 4.4 relies on the four lemmas below.
Note by (38) that K, (T) is the aggregate miss rate of a TTL cache with timer T, and

Hn(T Kn (T an iUn, z(T) (39)

the aggregate miss probability.

LEmMA 4.10. Assume conditions (29) and (30) hold. Then there exist strictly positive constants xg, ¢
that do not depend on n, such that for T < (1 + x0)T,, and sufficiently large n,
¢Cn

: 40
AT, (40)

pn(T) =

Proor. Recall the definition of x; and «, in the statement of Proposition 4.4. Let n; = [x;Cp]1,
ny = |k2Cy]. As by (29) C,/(nmy) < f1/my < 1 for sufficiently large n and ¥ is a continuous cdf
with ¥(0) = 0, there exist vy and x¢ > 0 such that

1> ¥((1+x0)v0) = ¥(w) = pi/my = Cp/(nmy) (41)

for sufficiently large n. Recall the content ordering (13). For sufficiently large n,

T) = Zn:pn, aiGn, o; (T)
i=1

n

> > pno; ¥(Ano,T) by (7)

i=1

i=n;+1
> ¥ o, Z Proi by (13)
i=n;+1
= ¥(An, o, T)Pu(ny). (42)

Since iy, (T) is monotonically decreasing in T, we obtain for T < (1 + x,)T,, and all sufficiently large
n,

Hn(T) 2 pn((1 + x0)Tn)

2 W1+ 50y, TPaln) by (42
> P ((1 + x0)vo)Pn(ny) by (27)
> S by
> gy 22

> Uy mym)y by (0)

AnTy,

The last inequality yields (40) with ¢ = (1 — k2)yP((1 + x0)vo) if ¥((1 + x9)v) > 0. Assume that
P((1 + x0)vp) = 0. This would imply that ¥(x) = 1 for all x > (1 + x,)vy by monotonicity of ¥,
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1:14 Bo Jiang, Philippe Nain, and Don Towsley

which would in turn imply that 1 — Y ((1 + x0)vo) = (1/my) f(imvﬁ ¥ (t)dt = 0, contradicting (41).

Therefore, we indeed have ¥((1 + x)vp) > 0, which completes the proof.

]

LEMMA 4.11 (KOLMOGOROV’S INEQUALITY [27, SECTION 19.1]). Let Xi,...,X, be independent

random variables such that EX; = 0 and |X;| < b for all i. Then for any x > 0,

n xz
ZX,- > x| <expi-—————— >,
4 max{s;, bx}

i=1

P

where s2 = 3" | EX? is the variance of 3,1, X;.
The next lemma shows that 7, is concentrated around T,,.

LEMMA 4.12. Assume (40) holds for T < (1 + x0)T,,. Then for 0 < x < min{1, xo},

(¢xCn)?
PO [0 > (1+x)Ty] < exp{—m}'

If, in addition, pxC,, > 1, then

_ (pxCp — 1)2 }

P?Li[l'n <(1-x)T,] < exp{ iC, 14

Proor. Let T,f = (1 + x)T,, and T, = (1 — x)T,,. Note that

T+

Kn(T2) = Co = Kn(T2) = Kn(Ty) = f " Ky(T)dT,

Tn

which, by (39) and (40), yields
T 4C,
Ku(T}) = Cy > f ¢T—dT = ¢pxCh.
T, n

Since T, = (T,; + T,;)/2, the concavity of K,, yields
Cn - Kn(Tn_) = Kn(Tn) - Kn(Tn_) 2 Kn(T;) - Kn(Tn) = Kn(Tr:) - Cn 2 ¢xcn
by (44). Note that by (15), (35) and (37), we have

B [Ya(T)] = D ES [Y j(T)] = Kn(T) + G i(T) = G o(T).
j=1

Since G,,; and én,i are both cdfs, we obtain
Kn(T) =1 < B [Ya(T)] < Kn(T) + 1.

Using the definition of 7, in (16), we obtain

(43)

(44)

(45)

(46)

P(y)z,i[rn > T;] = P(y)l,i[Yn(Tr:—) <Ch-1]= P?Li {Yn(T;) _Eg,i[Yn(T;)] <Cp-1 _E%,i[Yn(T;)]} .

By (46) and (44),
Cn—1-E) ,[Ya(T})] < Cp — Ku(T}}) < —¢xC.
Thus
P [tn > T7] < BS,, [Ya(T)) — B, [Ya ()] < —9xCa| .
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Since the request processes Ny 1, Ny 2. .., Ny, are independent, so are the Bernoulli random
variables Yy, 1(t), Yn,2(2), . . ., Yn n(t) under IP’O ;- Thus

ar,  [Ya(T7)] = > vard, , [¥y ;(T)] ZE (¥ (T;)] = B, [Ya(T;)]
j=1
<K,(T;)+1 by (46)
<(1+x)Cp+1, (48)
where last step follows from the following consequence of the concavity of K,
+

. T,
K(0)+ K(T)<K (1+

) = Kn(Tn) =Cy
pe

1+x
and the fact K,,(0) = 0.

Note that |Y, ;(T) - Eg’ ; [Yn,,-]‘ < 1. By applying Kolmogorov’s inequality (43) with b = 1 and
s2 < (1+x)Cy + 1 to the rh.s. of (47), we obtain

P il > Ty] < exp{ M}

4(1+x)Cp + 4
Similarly, if $xC,, > 1, we have
PY i[tn < T;1 =P ;[Yu(T;) = Gyl
=B, [Ya(Ty) = B, [Ya(T,)] 2 Co — B[V (T,)]]
<P, [Ya(T7) — B [Ya(T;)] 2 Cu — Ka(T;) —1] by (46)

[
<P [Ya(T,) =B [Ya(T;)] 2 ¢xCp — 1] by (45)

< exp {—M} by (43).

4Cp, + 4
|
The concentration of z,, around T}, can be made even more explicit. We have
n
B =0T, <t < 0+ 0T] = Y puiBo,l(1 =0T < 1 < (1+2)T,)]
i=1
- Zp,” =P [tn > (1 + )T, = Ph jlrw < (1= x)T,1) .

Let xo and ¢ be such that (40) holds for T < (1 + x)T, and n large enough. Then, for any
0 < x < min(1,xp) and € > 0, Lemma 4.12 implies that

Pl(1-x)T, <1, < (1+x)T,] 2 1—¢€ (49)
for n large enough.

LEMMA 4.13.
PO i(Yni(tn) = 1,1y S T] < P) [V i(T) = 1,7, < T,
and
P?, [Ynt(fn)—l 7, 2 T] >P [ nt(T)—l T 2 T].

ProoF. Since Y, ;(t) is increasing in ¢, the inequalities follow from a sample path argument. O
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Now we prove Proposition 4.4.
PRrRoOOF OF PROPOSITION 4.4. Fix an arbitrary € > 0. We show that for large enough n,

ARV — HYTH(T,)| < 2e. (50)

The proof consists of two steps. We first show that HEL(T,,) is within e distance from both
HZ’TiL(Tn+ ) and H,, {“(T;;) for some T, and T, to be defined below. We then show that Hk,Rl.U is
within € distance from at least one of HE;L(T; ) and HZEL(T; ).

Let xo and ¢ be given by Lemma 4.10. Since the family G; is equicontinuous, there exists &;(€) > 0
such that [t; — 1| < &;(€) implies |G, ;(t1) — G, ;(t2)| < €. Since C, — 0 asn — oo, let n be
sufficiently large so that

1 1+ e§,—(e)}
Cp > max{ —,————= ¢,
! {¢XO pedi(e)
which guarantees the existence of an x satisfying the following,
1 . edi(e)
<x< , — . 51
gc, =X =mm {x" 1+ eti(e) 1)
Fixsuchanx. Let T, = (1 + x)T,,, T,, = (1 — x)T,.
We first show
Hy 3 (Tn) = H (1) < e, (52)
and
Hy (1) = Hy 3 (T) < e (53)

We only shown (52), as (53) follows from the same argument. By Lemma 4.8, (52) is the same as
Gn,i(Tn) — Gn.i(T,;) < e. Note that (this result holds regardless of the values of €, &;(€) and A,,;T,)

max{l - ! ile) } > c&i(e)
eln,iTn’/ln,iTn 1 +€§i(€).

Since x satisfies (51), there are two cases: either x < £;(€)/(An,iTy) or x < 1 — (€A, ;T,) L. In the
first case, |A,,iTy — An,i T, | = xA,,iTn < &i(€). Since G, i(t) = G;,-(An,it), using the definition of
&i(e), we obtain G, ;(T,) — Gp.i(T,;) < €. In the second case, note that

Gn,i(Tn) - Gn,i(Tn_) <1- Gn,i(T;) = Gn,i(T;)a

and -
Yhni= [ Guawdy> [ Gty > 16T
0 0
Thus
Gn,i(Tn) - Gn,i(Tr:) < G_n,i(Tn_) < 1T <€,
niln
where the last inequality follows from the definition T, = (1 — x)T,, and the condition x <

1 — (€Ap,;Ty)™ L. This proves (52).
Next we show (50). By Lemma 4.12, for sufficiently large C,,

0 +
Pn,i[Tn > Tn]} < exp {_ (¢xcn - 1)2 } <e

54
B il < T 4(1+x)C, + 4 (59

Note that
HRV =P L [Y,,i(10) = 1]
> B) [Yni(tn) = 1,70 2 T;]
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> Pg’i[ mi(Ty,) =117, 2 T_] by Lemma 4.13
> Py [Yni(T,) = 1] =B, ;[ < T
= H, {"(T;) = By i[ra < T,,],
which, by (52) and (54), yields
HyM(T,) - HRRV < Hy T(T,) — Hy3H(Ty) + BY i lon < T ] < 2e.

Note that similar bounds have been used for the shot noise model in [26].
For the other direction, note that

HR <P [Yai(ta) = 1Ltn < T 1+ P9 [0 > T
<Py [Yui(Ty) =170 < Ty ]+ P, ;[ta > T;/] by Lemma 4.13
<P’ [Yni(T)) = 1] +]P’(,)l,i[r,, > Tr]
= Hy NI + B [ > T,
which, by (53) and (54), yields
HRY — HYM(T,) < Hi3H(T7) = Hy H(T) + P [on < T < 2.
Therefore, (50) holds, which proves (31).

Finally, (32) follows from the same argument with &;(€) replaced by &(e), whose existence is
guaranteed by the equicontinuity of the family §. O

Remark 2. The reader will notice that in the proof of Proposition 4.4 the conditions (29) and (30)
are only used to establish (40) in Lemma 4.10. Therefore, Proposition 4.4 will hold when (29) and
(30) are replaced by (40).

5 RATE OF CONVERGENCE

In this section, we provide two bounds on the rate of convergence in the TTL approxmation under
different sets of assumptions.

The following proposition provides a convergence rate of order (log C,,/C,)/*. It is stated for the
uniform convergence of hit probabilities assuming uniform Lipschitz continuity of G. The obvious
modification gives the convergence rate for content i assuming uniform Lipschitz continuity of
Gn,i- Examples of uniformly Lipschitz continuous cdfs include families of distributions that have
densities with a common upper bound.

PropOSITION 5.1. Assume conditions (29) and (30) hold. If the family of standardized cdfs G defined
in Proposition 4.4 is uniformly Lipschitz continuous with common Lipschitz constant M, then

e -of (225 ). -

Proor. Since § is uniformly Lipschitz continuous with Lipschitz constant M, we can set £(¢) =
€/M in the proof of Proposition 4.4, and obtain the following,
(pxCp — 1)2
4(1+x)Cp, +4

max |H, 5

1<i<n

max
1<i<n

HL"RU HTTL (T )

§e+exp{—

<x SM+2

For fixed x, the smallest € is € = % Thus

xM (pxCp — 1)?
SV T {_4(1 +x)Cp +4}'
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Letx = % logc" , which satisfies ¢% < x < xo when C,, is large enough. Then the first term on

the r.h.s. of the above inequality is asymptotically equal to

Jeleee) <o)

while the second term is asymptotically equal to

1
exp {_Z logCp, + o(l)} ~CM4,
It immediately follows that (55) holds. )

The next proposition provides a faster rate of convergence under a different condition, which
says the change in the value of a cdf is bounded by a constant multiple of the relative change in its
argument. In fact, we only need (56) to hold with t = T,,. Numerical results (see e.g [17]) show that
the approximation may converge faster in practice than suggested by (57).

PROPOSITION 5.2. Assume conditions (29) and (30) hold. Suppose there exist a constant B and p > 0
such that when C, > (¢p)~",

_ - 1
Gni(t) = Gui(t £xt)| < Bx, for x € [—,p]. (56)
$Cn
Then
logC
LRU _ 1;TTL _ n
11'21.‘2(” Hn,i Hn,i (Tn)‘ - O( Cn ) (57)

Proor. By (56) and the proof of Proposition 4.4, we obtain the following,

Cp — 1)2
mas [HER — HITH(E,)| < Br + exp |~ PXCn 2D
i<i<nl g 4(1+x)C, +4
for (ﬁ_én < x < min{p, xp}. Let x = é Zloé%c", which falls in the interval [(#C,)™!, min{p, xo}]

when C,, > max{2, (min{p, xo}¢)~*}. Then the second term on the r.h.s. of the above inequality is
asymptotically equal to

1
exp {_E logCp, + o(l)} ~ Y2,
It immediately follows that (57) holds. o

The following examples show that (56) holds for a large class of distributions.

Anit For any x > 0,

Example 5.3. For Poisson request processes, G, ;(t) = e~
0 < Gnit) = Gpi(t +xt) = e tnit(1 — e MniXty < A, jte ity < e7lx,
where we have used inequalities e™* > 1 — z and ze™* < e~!. For x € [0, 1],

0 < Gpi(t—xt)—Gpi(t) <supe?(e"* - 1) = (1 —x)%_lx < x.
z20

Thus (56) holds with B=1and p = 1.
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Example 5.4. Suppose Gy ;’s are continuously differentiable. By the Mean Value Theorem, there
exists &, ; € [1,1+ x] such that

0 < Gni(t) = Gu,i(t + xt) = G, ;(Enit)xt < En itGy, (Enit)x < [sup tG;,i(t)] x < Ax,
t>0

where
A = supsup tG,, ;(t).
ni t>0
Similarly, there exists {,, ; € [1 — x, 1] such that
0 < Gpi(t = xt) = Gni(t) = G, ({nit)xt < b (Gl i ({mit)x < — [sup tG,’“-(t)] < x.
1—-x 1—x [0 1-x

If A < oo, then (56) holds with p € (0,1) and B = %. When is A < oo then? First note that
sup,», tG;, ;(t) is invariant under arbitrary rescaling of ¢, so we may replace G, ; by its scaled
version for convenience. Since Gp,; has finite mean, sup,, G, () < . However, A may still
diverge to infinity when we take the supremum over n,i. An example with A < co is provided by
the case my = 1, where the G, ;’s are from the same scale family, i.e. G, ; () = ¥(Ap, ;) for all n, i.
In this case,
A = supsup Ay, ;1Y (A, it) = sup t¥'(¢) < oo.
ni t=0 20

In particular, for Poisson request processes, A = e, so (56) holds with p € (0,1) and B =
e (1 - p)~!, which is weaker than what we have obtained in Example 5.3.

It is easy to see that A < oo when the G, ;’s are from a finite number of scale families. An
example where the G, ;’s are not from a finite number of scale families but we still have finite A is
provided by gamma distributions with shape parameters «, ; that have a common upper bound

Omaxs 1.€.
1

- l—‘(Ofn,i)
where we have set the scale parameter to 1 by the scale invariance mentioned in the previous
paragraph. In this case,

G/ (t) Uln,i—le_t’

n,i

An.i — .
) 1 -, nr;.te Qn,i
sup tG,, ;(t) = suptrie”! = ———,
>0 T(an,i) t>0 [(atn, )
and hence .
ni _—y, i —
ni € a%e”™™

A=su < su —_

b D) ocasop 1@
Since the function a®e™*/T'(«) is continuous and has limit 0 as @ — 0, we obtain A < co. Note that
as @ — oo,

a%e *

I'(a)

~ V2mwa — oo,
so the boundedness of « is essential.

COROLLARY 5.5. Assume C,, < fin for some f; € (0,1) and the popularity distribution is Zipf’s
law in (11). Then (57) holds if my = 1 and ¥ has a continuous density. In particular, (57) holds if all
request processes are Poisson.

Proor. We check the conditions of Proposition 5.2. Condition (29) holds by assumption. Condi-
tion (30) holds for Zipfian popularity by Example 4.5. By Example 5.4, condition (56) holds when
my = 1 and ¥ has a continuous density. O
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6 EXTENSION OF FAGIN’S RESULT

In this section, we derive expressions for the characteristic time and the aggregate hit probability
in the limit as the cache size and the number of contents go to infinity. This extends the results
of Fagin [14] for the independence reference model to the more general setting of independent
stationary and ergodic content request processes.

We first consider the case where my = 1 and pn_; ~ gnf (zn,;) uniformly for some continuous
function f defined on (0,1] and z,,; € [i_Tl, i] Recall that my = 1 implies the cdfs G, ; are all
from the same scale family, i.e. G, ;(t) = ¥(Ap,;t) for all n and i.

The following proposition gives the asymptotic expression of T,,, which will be used in the proof
of Proposition 6.3 and is also of independent interest. Note that (59) is a generalization of Eq. (2.2)
of [14] and Eq. (7) of [17]. We have imposed the inessential condition f > 0 a.e. on [0, 1], which
simplifies the statements and can be easily removed. The proof is found in Section 6.1.

PROPOSITION 6.1. Assume my = 1 and p,; ~ gnf(2zn,;) uniformly ini forz,; € [i_Tl, %], and
continuous function f defined on (0, 1] such that f > 0 a.e. and limy_,o+ f(x) € [0, +o0], i.e.
z
max M—l‘—)O, asn — oo, (58)
i<isn|  pp;

IfCp ~ Pon for By € (0,1), then
Vo

gnln’

where vy the unique real number in (0, o) that satisfies

T, ~ (59)

1
[ s = . (60
0
Example 6.2. Consider Zipf’s law in (11) with « > 0. Then p,, ; ~ g, f (i/n) with f(x) = x™* and

I—sz’ ifa <1;
1 : _ 1.
In = nlogn’ ifa=1;

W, ifa > 1.

It is easy to check that

n

1‘=gnn“2j_“—l -0

j=1

gnf(l/n) _
Pn,i

max
1<i<n

as n — oo, so (58) holds. Thus T, satisfies (59). In particular, if A, ; = i”%, then g,A, ~ n™% and
hence T,, ~ vyn®. For Poisson request processes, ¥(t) = 1 — e”* and we recover Eq. (7) of [17].

The following proposition gives the limiting aggregate hit probability, which generalizes Eq. (2.3)
of [14]. The proof is found in Section 6.2.

PROPOSITION 6.3. Assume the conditions in Proposition 6.1 hold with g, = n™1. Then,
1
HRU f )Y (vo f(x))dx, (61)
0
asn — oo, where vy satisfies (60).
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Proposition 6.3 considers a single class of contents in the sense that there is a single f and a
single ¥ for all contents. Consider the following generalization to a setting with multiple classes of
contents, which may arise from a situation where multiple service providers share a common LRU
cache. More precisely, consider J classes of contents, where class j has bjn contents® with b; >0
and Z}]'=1 b; = 1. Instead of labeling contents by a single index i, we label them by a double index
so that (j, k) is the k-th content belonging to class j. Correspondingly, we have A, ; i instead of
An, i, and similarly for other quantities. For each class j,

(a) the inter-request distributions are from the same scale family, i.e. G, ; k(x) = ¥;(Ap j k%)
for some continuous cdf ¥; with support in [0, o) and my, = 1;

(b) the content popularity pp jx ~ n~'fj(zn,j k) uniformly in k for z, j x € %, %] and
continuous function f; defined on (0, 1] such that f; > 0 a.e. and lim,_,4 fj(x) € [0, +00],
ie.

(Zn ik
max M—l—)O, as n — oo; (62)
1<k<n;| Npp,jk

We have the following generalization of Proposition 6.3. The proof is found in Appendix B.
PROPOSITION 6.4. Assume that conditions (a) and (b) above hold. If C,, ~ fon with fy € (0, 1), then

J 1
HRN 3 b f £ ()% (v f; (x))dx, (63)
j=1 0
asn — oo, where vy is the unique real number in (0, 00) that satisfies
J 1
Yoty [ b= o (64
j=1 0

6.1 Proof of Proposition 6.1

We need the following lemmas.

LEMMA 6.5. The function

1
po) = [ ¥renas
0

has the following properties,

(i) (0) =0,limy—e f(v) = 1;

(ii) B is continuous;
(iii) B is increasing in v;

(iv) B is strictly increasing at all v such that f(v) < 1.

Proor. By (3), ‘i’(O) = 0, which implies in turn implies that £(0) = 0. Since lim;_, ‘i’(t) =1,by
the Bounded Convergence Theorem,

1
lim A(v) =fo lim Y(vf(x))dx = 1.

v—00

This proves (i). (ii) follows from the continuity of ¥ and the Bounded Convergence Theorem.
Let v; > v,. Since f(x) > 0, it follows that \i/(vlf(x)) > ¥Y(v2f (x)) and hence f(v1) = B(v2).
This proves (iii).

®We assume b;n is an integer for ease of presentation, but this can easily relaxed by requiring class j to have a fraction b;
of the contents asymptotically.

, Vol. 1, No. 1, Article 1. Publication date: 0000.



1:22 Bo Jiang, Philippe Nain, and Don Towsley

If B(v1) = B(v2), continuity of ¥(vf(x)) implies ¥(v; f(x)) = ¥ (v, f(x)) for all x. If f(x) > 0,
then v; f(x) > v f(x), and (3) implies ¥(v, f (x)) = 0, which, by monotonicity of ¥, implies ¥(t) = 0
for all t > v, f(x). Thus

[e9)

1-¥(nf(x)) = f ¥(1)dt = 0.
vaf (x)
It follows that ‘if(vzf(x)) = L{f(x)>0) for all x € (0, 1]. Since ‘if(vzf(x)) is continuous in x and f
is not identically zero, it follows that ¥(v, f(x)) = 1 and hence f(v;) = 1. Thus B(v;) > B(v,) if
B(v2) < 1, which completes the proof of (iv). O

Now we prove Proposition 6.1.

PROOF OF PROPOSITION 6.1. Recall my = 1 implies G, ;(x) = ¥(Ap,ix) and G, ;(x) = ¥(An,ix).
We obtain from (37) and (9),

Cn

1 1\ A 1 v .
- = ;Kn(Tn) = ; ZGn,i(Tn) = ; Z\P(An,iTn) = lI’(pn,iAnTn)~
i=1 i=1

S|

n
n i=1
Given any € > 0, (58) yields that for sufficiently large nand i = 1,...,n,

(1-€)gnf(zni) < pni < (A +€)gnf(zn). (65)

Let vy = limsup,,_,, gnAnTy. Let {ng : £ > 1} be the indices of a subsequence that converges to
vy, ie vy = limg_eo gn,An, Ty, . First assume v; < oco. For sufficiently large ¢,

(I-e)(vi —€)f(znsi) < Pnpiln,Tn, < (1 +€)(vi +€)f(zn,,i)-

Since ¥ is non-decreasing, for sufficiently large ¢,

3| -
Nt
>

S

1 <A, C .
n_g ; ¥ ((1-e€)(v - E)f(znc,i)) < nr;[ = \Y(pn(,iAncan)

< ¥ (1T+€e)(v1 +€)f(zn,.1) -

S=

—_

Letting £ — oo and using the definition of the Riemann integral, we obtain

1, C 1
f Y((1-e€)(v; —e)f(x))dx < lim —£ = p, < f F((1+€)(vy +€) f(x))dx.
0 k—oco Ng 0

Since ¥ is continuous, letting € — 0 and using the Bounded Convergence Theorem, we obtain

1
fo= [ E0uf e = po).
0
If v; = 400, repeating the above argument shows that

Po = B(v)

for any v, which would imply Sy > lim, . f(v) = 1 by Lemma 6.5, a contradiction. Therefore, v,
is finite and satisfies f(v;) = fy. The same argument shows that v, = liminf,_,c g,A, T, satisfies
Po = B(v2). By Lemma 6.5, v; = v, = vy, where vy € (0,0) is the unique root of f(v) = fo. It
follows that (59) holds. O
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6.2 Proof of Proposition 6.3

We will invoke Proposition 4.4 to show convergence. Recall that my = 1. Since C,, ~ fyn with
Bo € (0,1), it follows that (29) holds for any f; € (S, 1).

Now we show (30) holds. Let Ay = {x € [0,1] : f(x) > 1/{}. Since f > 0 a.e., limy_,o Leb(Ay) =
Leb{x € [0,1] : f(x) > 0} = 1, where Leb is the Lebesgue measure on [0, 1]. Thus there exists
an ¢, such that Leb(Ai,O) < (1—x1f0)/4 LetI = [(1 —Kk1f0)/4,1] and I,,; = [%, %] Since f is
continuous, it is uniformly continuous on I by the Heine-Cantor Theorem. For all sufficiently large
n, | f(x) = f(zni)l < 2170 if x € I, ; N I. Therefore, for all sufficiently large n,

1 1
;f(Zn,i) = " f(zni)dx > fln,im [f(x) _ 2_&) dx

1 1 1
2 — — —|dx = —Leb(I,; NN Ay,).
ﬁn,iﬂImA,O (50 250) 24, ni 0

Summing over i, we obtain

n

> S

i=[K,Cp 141

14

Pn(l-chn-l)

n

1
> 2—50 Z Leb(In,o, NI N Agy)

i=[k1Cpl+1
1 n
= — Leb Lo, |NIN A,
2o ((i—mgnm ) )
1 n
> o | Leb U Ine |- Leb(%) - Leb(45,)
26 =k, Cp 141
1 n
- Leb(I, 5.) — Leb(I°) — Leb(AC
o ( D, Leblhu) - Leb(t) - Leb( w)
i=[k1Cpl+1
1 (n—-[K1Cp] 1 1
== _ (- -2 -=
2 20 ( " 4( k1) 4( Klﬂo))
1
= 4—50(1 - KI,BO) > 0. (66)

We conclude that (30) holds for 0 < y < 4170(1 — k1 5o)-
When my = 1, § = {¥} and hence it is equicontinuous by Lemma A.1. Thus (33) holds by
Proposition 4.4. Then (61) follows from (33) and the following lemma.

LEMMA 6.6. Under the assumptions of Proposition 6.3,

HI™(T,) - f PR f ), asn - . (67)
0

ProoF. Recall that G, ;(x) = ¥(A,,;x). We obtain from (20), (21) and (35),
n n
H;{TL(TH) = ZPn,iT(An,iTn) = an,iqj(pn,iAnTn)~
i=1 i=1
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From (59) and (65) the following inequalities hold, for any € > 0 and n large enough,

(1—-€e)(vo—€)f(zni) < pr.ilhnTn < (1 +€)(vo + €) f(zn,i).
The monotonicity of ¥ then yields

SN Flen ) (1= 0~ ) f i) < HIH(T)
= . (68)
< ) (14 0+ €)f ani)).
i=1
Letting n — oo and using the definition of the Riemann integral, we obtain
1
liminf HI ™(T,) > (1 —¢) f FE)P((1 - €)(vp — €) f(x)dx, (69)
n—oo 0
and
1
lim sup H ' ™N(T,,) < (1 + €) f FE)P((1+ €)(vp + €) f(x))dx. (70)
n—oo 0

The existence of the integrals comes from the fact that 0 < ¥ < 1 and the integrability of f over
[0, 1], which follows from the first inequality in (65) by the following,

n 1 n 1
1=an,,~2(1—6);Zf(zn,i)—>(l—e)£ f(x)dx.

Since ¥ is continuous and fol f(x)dx < oo, letting € — 0 in (69) and (70) yields (67) by the
Dominated Convergence Theorem. O

7 CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, we developed an approximation for the aggregate and individual content hit probability
of an LRU cache based on a transformation to the TTL cache for the case that content requests are
described by independent stationary and ergodic processes. This approximation extends one first
proposed and studied by Fagin [14] for the independent reference model and provides the theoretical
basis for approximations introduced in [18] for content requests described by independent renewal
processes. We showed that the approximations become exact in the limit as the cache size and the
number of contents go to infinity. Last, we established the rate of convergence for the approximation
as number of contents increases.

Future directions include investigation for tighter bounds on the convergence rate and extension
of these results to other cache policies such as FIFO and random and to networks of caches perhaps
using ideas from [4, 9, 29]. In addition, it is desirable to relax independence between different
content request streams.
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o 3

A  EQUICONTINUITY
LEMMA A.1. A finite family of continuous cdfs is equicontinuous.
Proor. Let the family of cdfs be J = {Fy, ..., Fj}. Fix €. There exists a L; € (0, o) such that
Fi(-Lj) <e and 1-F;(L;) <e. (71)

Let L = max;<j<j L; € (0,00). Being continuous, F; is uniformly continuous on [-2L, 2L] by the
Heine-Cantor Theorem. Thus there exists a §; € (0, L) such that

|Fj(X1) - Fj(Xz)l <€, (72)
for x1, x; € [-2L, 2L] such that |x; — x3| < J;.
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Let 6 = min;<j<; §; € (0,L). Consider any x; > x; with |x; — x3| < §. There are three cases.
(1) If x1,x, € [-2L, 2L], then (72) holds for all ;.
(ii) If x; > 2L, then x, > L, since |x; — x2| < § < L. Thus |Fj(x1) — F;(x2)| = Fj(x1) — Fj(x2) <
1-F;(L;) < € by (71), and this holds for all j.
(iii) If x, < —2L, then x; < =L, since |x; — x| < § < L. Thus |Fj(x1) — Fj(x)| =< F;j(=L;) < e by
(71), and this holds for all j.

Therefore, J is equicontinuous. m|

B PROOF OF PROPOSITION 6.4

The proof parallels those of Proposition 6.1 and 6.3. The following lemma generalizes Lemma 6.5.

LEMMA B.1. The function
J 1
Br(v) :=ijf W (v f(x))dx
=t v

has the following properties,
(i) B;(0) =0, limy—e0 f;(v) = 1;
(ii) Py is continuous;
(iii) By is increasing in v;
(iv) By is strictly increasing at all v such that ;(v) < 1.

Proor. By (8), ‘i’j(O) = 0, which implies £;(0) = 0. Since limy_,e ‘i’j(x) = 1, by the Bounded
Convergence Theorem,

J 1
lim B;(v) = b]f lim ¥; (v (x))dx = 1.
V—00 J=1 0 V—00
This proves (i). (ii) follows from the continuity of ‘i‘j and the Bounded Convergence Theorem.

Let v; > v,. Since fj(x) > 0, it follows that ‘i’j(vlfj(x)) > ‘i’j(vzfj(x)) and hence f;(v1) = f;(v2).
This proves (iii).

If By (v1) = Bj(v,), then continuity of ‘ifj(vfj(x)) implies that ‘ifj(vlfj(x)) = ‘i/j(vzfj(x)) for all x.
If fj(x) > 0, then vy fj(x) > v, fj(x), and (3) implies ¥; (v, f;(x)) = 0, which, by monotonicity of ¥},
implies ¥;(t) = 0 for all t > v, f;(x). Thus

(o)

1-¥(vafj(x) = f ¥;(t)dt = 0.
vafj(x)
It follows that ‘i’j(vzfj(x)) = 1f,(x)>0) for all x € (0,1]. Since ‘i’j(vzfj(x)) is continuous in x and
fj is not identically zero, it follows that ‘i’j(vz fi(x)) = 1. Since this is true for all j, it follows that
By(vz) = 1. Thus B;(v1) > B;(v2) if By(v2) < 1, which completes the proof of (iv). o

The following proposition generalizes Proposition 6.1.

ProrosITION B.2. Under the assumptions in Proposition 6.4 but with the condition p, j i ~
n~ fi(zn,j.k) generalized to py j k. ~ gnfi(zn.j.k), we have
Vo

> (73)

T, ~
" gy

where vy satisfies (64).

, Vol. 1, No. 1, Article 1. Publication date: 0000.



On the Convergence of the TTL Approximation for an LRU Cache 1:27

Proor. Recall G, j k(x) = ¥j(An, j,kx) implies Gn] k(x) = ( n,j,kX). We obtain from (37) and
©).

J bin J bin J bn
Cn _ 1 ! Gn,j —1 V(A i kT, ! AT,
TR =5 0 0 OnkT) = 1 0 ) o) = 5 0, 2 onataT)
Jj=1 k=1 Jj=1 k=1 1 k=1
1

Given any € > 0, (62) yields that for sufficiently largenand j=1,...,J,k=1,...,bjn,
(1= €)gnfi(znjk) < Pnjk < (1 +€)gnfi(zn,jk)- (74)

Let v; = limsup,,_,., gnAnTy. Let {ng : £ > 1} be the indices of a subsequence that converges to
vi,ie vy = limgoeo gn, An, Ty, . First assume v; < oo for all j. For sufficiently large ¢,

(1=€)(vi = ) fj(znei) < Py jikAnTn, < (1+€)(vi +€) fj(zn,,i)-

Since ‘ifj is non-decreasing, for sufficiently large ¢,

bing 1 bj"(,’
— Z Z ‘I’ (1-€)(v1 — €)fj(zn,, 1)) = 2 Z i (One,isn Tnp)
] 1 k=1

S
=
~

1
ne

<

~.
M- IDM-

x~

’!‘

9 ((1+ €)1 + ) fi(zn,.i)) -

1l
-

Jj=1 k=1

Letting £ — oo and using the definition of the Riemann integral, we obtain

J 1
Zb f 12 (1 =€)(vy —e) fi(x))dx < hm Cne =po < ;bjfo‘ ‘ifj((l +€)(v1 + €) fj(x))dx

ne

Since ‘Pj is continuous, letting ¢ — 0 and using the Bounded Convergence Theorem, we obtain

J 1
fo= Yty [ BN = ).
Jj=1 0

If v; = 400, repeating the above argument shows that

Bo = fr(v)

for any v, which would imply fy > lim,_,. f;(v) = 1 by Lemma B.1, a contradiction. Therefore, v,
is finite and satisfies f;(v1) = fo. The same argument shows that v, = liminf,, & g, A, T, satisfies
Bo = By(vz). By Lemma B.1, v; = v; = vy, where v, € (0, o) is the unique root of §;(v) = f. It
follows that (73) holds. O

The following lemma generalizes Lemma 6.6.

LEMMA B.3. Under the assumptions of Proposition 6.4,

J 1
Hy™(T,) = )" by f F()%; (v f;(x))dx. (75)
j=1 0
Proor. Recall that G,, j i (x) = ¥;(A,,j xx). We obtain from (20), (21) and (35),
bjn J bjn
HETL(Tn) = Z pn,j,kq!j(/ln,j,an) = Z an,j,k\yj(Pn,j,kAnTn)~
=1 =1 j=1 i=1
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Given any € > 0, for all sufficiently large n, (74) and the following hold,
(1 - 6)(‘/0 - e)f}'(zn,j,k) < pn,j,kAnTn < (1 + 6)(‘/0 + e)f}'(zn,j,k)- (76)
The monotonicity of ¥; then yields

J

< ZZf, 20 ¥ (1= )00 = €) iz ) < HI™H(T,)

Jj=1 k=1

\F‘

in

J
E N Flens ¥ (4 + )0+ ) fyan i)

J=1 k=1

a~
1l

Letting n — oo and using the definition of the Riemann integral, we find

J
liminf H} ™(T,) > (1-€) )_ by f 1 F) (1 - €) (v — €) fj (x)dxx, (77)
and
J 1
lim supH;fTL(Tn) <(l+e¢) Z bjf fi()¥;((1+ €)(vy + €) fj(x))dx. (78)
n—oo j=1 0

The existence of the integrals comes from the fact that 0 < ¥; < 1 and the integrability of f; over
[0, 1], which follows from the first inequality in (74) by the following,

J
Zan]k> (1-e)- Zij(znjk (1—6)ijflfj(x)dx. (79)
=1 k=1 =gyt j=t 0

Since ¥; is continuous and fol fi(x)dx < oo, letting e — 0 in (77) and (78) yields (75) by the
Dominated Convergence Theorem. m}

PrOOF OF PROPOSITION 6.4. Thanks to Lemma B.3 and the value of v, found in Proposition B.2
which proves (64), we only need to show the convergence of H-RV to HIT(T,,) as n — oo. For that,
we will invoke Proposition 4.4. We use Remark 2 and show that (40) holds under the conditions of
Proposition 6.4. Repeating the proof of (75), we obtain

J 1
HIM (00T = Db [ 5@+ 0nf @)y, (50)
j=1

asn — oo. Fix € > 0. Summing (76) over j and k and letting g, = 1/n yields for n large enough,

(1-¢)- ZZonzk)<ZZPnjk—l<(1+6 ZZf(ank

jlkl Jj=1 k=1 j=lk1

Letting n — oo we obtain, by the definition of the Riemann integral,

J 1 J 1
<1—e>j21bjf0 ﬁ(y)dysm(we)jzlbjfo £ ()dy.

from which we conclude that

M\

1=

J

1
bjfo fidy. (81)

Il
—-
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Since 1, (T) = 1 — HI™(T), subtracting (80) from (81) yields

J 1
o1+ 0T = Dby [ OB+ @)y = ).
=

Note that y1 is continuous by the continuity of fj, ¥; and the Dominated Convergence Theorem. If
1(0) > 0, then there exists xo > 0 such that p(x) > p(0)/2 > 0. Thus for sufficiently large n and
T < (1 + xO)Tn,
Hn(T) = pn((1 + x0)Ty) = p(x0)/2 = p(0)/4 > 0.
Since C,, < A, T, by (28) with n, = 0, the above inequality yields (40) with ¢ = p(0)/4, provided
that p(0) > 0.
Now we show that ;(0) > 0. Suppose p(0) = 0. Then

1
j; Fi@)¥(vofi(y))dy =0

for each j. Since fj(y) > 0 a.e. on (0,1] and ¥;(-) > 0 for each j, it follows that ¥;(v f;(y)) = 0
a.e. on (0, 1] for each j. Hence, by (3) with my, = 1 for each j,

J 1 J 1 rwfix)
= E b; i i dx = E b; dydx =
,B](VO) < j j; \yj(Vij (x))dx < j f; L ‘I’(y) ydx =0,

which contradicts the result obtained in Proposition B.2 that f;(vy) = fo € (0,1) . Therefore,
1(0) > 0, which completes the proof. O

Remark 3. Since when J = 1 Proposition 6.4 reduces to Proposition 6.3, the proof of Proposition 6.4
given above provides an alternative proof for Proposition 6.3.
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