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Abstract We analyse a class of nonoverlapping domain decomposition preconditioners for
nonsymmetric linear systems arising from discontinuous Galerkin finite element approx-
imation of fully nonlinear Hamilton—Jacobi—Bellman (HJB) partial differential equations.
These nonsymmetric linear systems are uniformly bounded and coercive with respect to a
related symmetric bilinear form, that is associated to a matrix A. In this work, we construct
a nonoverlapping domain decomposition preconditioner P, that is based on A, and we then
show that the effectiveness of the preconditioner for solving the nonsymmetric problems can
be studied in terms of the condition number (P ~! A). In particular, we establish the bound
kK(P7rA) < 14 pSH?/¢3h3, where H and h are respectively the coarse and fine mesh
sizes, and ¢ and p are respectively the coarse and fine mesh polynomial degrees. This repre-
sents the first such result for this class of methods that explicitly accounts for the dependence
of the condition number on g; our analysis is founded upon an original optimal order ap-
proximation result between fine and coarse discontinuous finite element spaces. Numerical
experiments demonstrate the sharpness of this bound. Although the preconditioners are not
robust with respect to the polynomial degree, our bounds quantify the effect of the coarse
and fine space polynomial degrees. Furthermore, we show computationally that these meth-
ods are effective in practical applications to nonsymmetric, fully nonlinear HIB equations
under h-refinement for moderate polynomial degrees.

Keywords domain decomposition - preconditioners - GMRES - discontinuous Galerkin -
finite element methods - approximation in discontinuous spaces - Hamilton—Jacobi—Bellman
equations
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1 Introduction

In [20-22], discontinuous Galerkin finite element methods (DGFEM) were introduced for
the numerical solution of linear nondivergence form elliptic equations and fully nonlinear
Hamilton—Jacobi—-Bellman (HJB) equations with Cordes coefficients. In these applications,
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the appropriate norm on the finite element space is a broken H>2-norm with penalization
of the jumps in values and in first derivatives across the faces of the mesh. As a result, it is
typical for the condition number of the discrete problems to be of order p® / h*, where h is the
mesh size and p is the polynomial degree. The purpose of this work is to study the application
of a commonly used class of nonoverlapping domain decomposition preconditioners to these
problems.

Nonoverlapping domain decomposition methods, along with their overlapping counter-
parts, have been successfully developed for a range of applications of DGFEM by many
authors [2-4,6,10,11,14]. In order to solve a problem on a fine mesh 7}, these methods
combine a coarse space solver, defined on a coarse mesh 7z, with local fine mesh solvers,
defined on a subdomain decomposition 7g of the domain €2. The discontinuous nature of the
finite element space leads to a significant flexibility in the choice of the decomposition 7g,
which can either be overlapping or nonoverlapping. As explained in the above references,
these preconditioners possess many advantages in terms of simplicity and applicability, as
they allow very general choices of basis functions, nonmatching meshes and varying ele-
ment shapes, and are naturally suited for parallelization. It has been pointed out by various
authors, such as Lasser and Toselli in [14, p. 1235], that nonoverlapping methods feature re-
duced inter-subdomain communication burdens, thus representing an advantage in parallel
computations.

For problems involving H'-type norms, such as divergence form second-order elliptic
PDE, nonoverlapping additive Schwarz preconditioners for h-version methods [10] lead to
condition numbers of order 1 + H/h, where H is the coarse mesh size, while overlapping
methods lead to a condition number of order 1 + H/§, where ¢ is the subdomain overlap.
For problems in H?-type norms such as the biharmonic equation, the h-version analysis [11]
leads to condition numbers of order 1+ H?/h3. We remark that the analysis in these works
leaves the polynomial degree implicit inside the generic constants. However an analysis that
keeps track of all parameters is important in practice for determining their effect on the
performance of the preconditioners, even if robustness of the condition number cannot be
guaranteed. Antonietti and Houston [4] were the first to keep track of the dependence on
the polynomial degrees for this class of preconditioners for problems in H!-norms, where
they showed a condition number bound of order 1 + p®H/h. However, their numerical
experiments lead them to conjecture the improved bound of order 1 + p? H/qh, where q is
the coarse space polynomial degree. This conjecture was recently proved in [5] using ideas
first developed in this work.

As can be seen from the theoretical analysis in the above references, the effectiveness
of the preconditioner depends in an essential way on the approximation properties between
the coarse and fine spaces. In the analysis of h-version DGFEM, it is sufficient to consider
low-order projection operators from the fine space to the coarse space; for example, coarse
element mean-value projections are employed in [10] and local first-order elliptic projec-
tions are used in [11]. However, low-order projections lead to suboptimal bounds for the
condition number with respect to polynomial degrees. This work resolves this suboptimality
through an original optimal order approximation result between coarse and fine spaces.

There are further classes of preconditioners for p-version and hp-version methods for
problems in H'-norms that achieve condition numbers either independent or depending
only polylogarithmically on the polynomial degree, such as Neumann—Neumann and FETI
methods, see [17,24] and the many references therein. We are aware of one work on gen-
eralising these methods to H2-norm problems: Brenner and Wang [8] considered iterative
substructuring methods for the h-version C° interior penalty discretizations of the bihar-
monic equation. They show that the usual choices of orthogonalised basis functions required
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by these algorithms do not extend to the H2-norm context, and that different basis functions
must be used on different elements of the mesh. In comparison, the overlapping and non-
overlapping methods described above generalise straightforwardly to the H?-norm context
without additional difficulties. Moreover, a comparison of the computations in [7] and [8]
suggests that the substructuring algorithms only yield a similar performance in practice to
the two-level additive Schwarz methods for these problems.

1.1 Main results

The numerical scheme of [21] for fully nonlinear HIB equations leads to a discrete non-
linear problem that can be solved iteratively by a semismooth Newton method. The linear
systems obtained from the Newton linearization are generally nonsymmetric but coercive
with respect to a discrete H2-type norm. In section 3, we apply existing GMRES conver-
gence theory for SPD preconditioners [9,15] to these nonsymmetric systems, leading to a
guaranteed minimum convergence rate, with a contraction factor expressed in terms of the
condition number x(P~*A), where A is the matrix of a related symmetric bilinear form
that is spectrally equivalent to a discrete H ?-type norm, and where P is an arbitrary symmet-
ric positive definite preconditioner. Thus, the construction and analysis of preconditioners
for a symmetric problem can be used for the solution of the nonsymmetric systems appear-
ing in applications to HIB equations [21]. A further benefit is that the preconditioner does
not require re-assembly at each new semismooth Newton iteration.
Section 4 presents the specific construction of a nonoverlapping additive Schwarz pre-
conditioner P based on A, and sections 5 and 6 show the condition number bound
2 6 173
R(PlA) <14 P P
qh @ h3

(1.1)

In comparison to the existing literature, this is the first bound for this class of preconditioners
that explicity accounts for the coarse mesh polynomial degree. Unfortunately, (1.1) implies
that this standard class of preconditioners cannot be expected to be robust with respect to the
polynomial degree. Nevertheless, our result shows that the coarse space polynomial degree
can contribute significantly to reducing the condition number.

The central original result underpinning our analysis is Theorem 4 of section 5, which
shows that for any vy, € Vj, p, there is a function v € H?(Q) N Hg () such that

h h?
lon —vllL2(a) + EHW = vl ) S p—lehlJ,h, vl 20y S llvnll2n,  (1.2)

where the piecewise Sobolev norms ||-|| 7+ (;7;,)» jump seminorm |-|5 5, and the discrete
H?-type norm ||-||2.5, are defined in section 2. This result is a natural converse to classical
direct approximation theory, since, here, the nonsmooth function from the discrete space
Vi,p 1s approximated by a smoother function from an infinite dimensional space. It follows
from (1.2) that there exists a function vz in the coarse space Vi q, of polynomials of degree
q on T, such that

H27k
”Uh - UH”H’C(Q;T;,,) S F||vh||2,h7 ke {07 1, 2}7 (1.3)

thus yielding an approximation between coarse and fine meshes that is optimal in the orders
of the mesh size and the polynomial degree. The approximation result is used to show the
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stable decomposition property for the additive Schwarz preconditioner in section 6, thereby
leading to the spectral bound (1.1).

The first numerical experiment, in section 7.1, confirms that (1.1) is sharp with respect
to the orders in the polynomial degrees. The experiment of section 7.2 compares non-
overlapping methods with their overlapping counterparts, where it is found that they are
competitive in both iteration counts and computational cost. Despite the polynomial de-
gree suboptimality of these preconditioners, in section 7.3 we show computationally that
for h-refinement, nonoverlapping methods can be efficient and competitive in challenging
applications to fully nonlinear HIB equations.

2 Definitions

For real numbers a and b, we shall write a < b to signify that there is a positive constant C
such that a < Cb, where C' is independent of the quantities of interest, such as the element
sizes and polynomial degrees, but possibly dependent on other quantities, such as the mesh
regularity parameters.

LetQ C RY, d € {2, 3}, be a bounded convex polytopal domain. Note that convexity
of Q implies that the boundary 92 of € is Lipschitz [13]. Let {75} be a sequence of
shape-regular meshes on €2, consisting of simplices or parallelepipeds. For each element
K € T, let hg = diam K. It is assumed that h = maxgc7;, hx for each mesh 7j. Let
F}. denote the set of interior faces of the mesh Tr,and let F; 7 denote the set of boundary
faces. The set of all faces of 7, is denoted by F. ;L’b = F} U FP. Since each element has
piecewise flat boundary, the faces may be chosen to be flat. For K € Ty or F' € F, 0 we
use (-, ) i, respectively (-, ), to denote the L?-inner product over K, respectively F', of
scalar functions, vector fields, and higher-order tensors.

Mesh conditions The meshes are allowed to be nonmatching, i.e. there may be hanging
nodes. We assume that there is a uniform upper bound on the number of faces composing
the boundary of any given element; in other words, there is a cx > 0, independent of h,
such that

max card{F € F}*: FCOK}<cr VKT Q2.1
KeTy

It is also assumed that any two elements sharing a face have commensurate diameters, i.e.
there is a ¢ > 1, independent of h, such that

max(hgi,hi') < ermin(hg, hg'), (2.2)

for any K and K’ in Ty, that share a face. For each h, let p := (px : K € T;,) be a vector of
positive integers; note that this requires px > 1 for all K € T;,. We make the assumption
that p has local bounded variation: there is a cp > 1, independent of A, such that

max(pk,pk’) < cp min(pr, pr-), (2.3)

for any K and K’ in Ty, that share a face.
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Function spaces For each K € Ty, let Py, (K) be the space of all real-valued polynomials
in R? with either total or partial degree at most px . In particular, we allow the combination
of spaces of polynomials of fixed total degree on some parts of the mesh with spaces of
polynomials of fixed partial degree on the remainder. We also allow the use of the space of
polynomials of total degree at most px even when K is a parallelepiped. The discontinuous
Galerkin finite element spaces V},  are defined by

Vip = {v € L2(@): vl € P (K), VK € To }. 2.4)

Lets := (sx: K € Tp) denote a vector of non-negative real numbers. The broken Sobolev
space H®(§2; Tp,) is defined by

HY (O Th) = {1} € L3(Q): v|, € H*(K), VK € Th} 2.5)

For s > 0, we set H°(Q; Ty) = H®(Q; Tr), where sxg = s for all K € Tj. The norm
||| &= (257,) and semi-norm |-| s, 75, are defined on H*=(2; Ty, ) as

1

1 1
2 2
vl s ;77,) = ( Z |U||%{SK(K)> v vlEs@Ty = ( Z |U|§15K(K)> . (2.6)

KeTy, KeTy,

For a function vy, € Vj p, the element-wise gradient Vvy |k and the Hessian Dzvh\ K
are well-defined for all K € 7T} since vy is smooth on K. Thus expressions such as
(D?up,, D*vy,) i are well-defined for all K € Ty, and all up,, vy, € Vi, p.

Jump and average operators For each face F' € F, P let np € RY denote a fixed choice
of a unit normal vector to F'. Since F'is flat, nr is constant over F'. Let K be an element
of Ty, for which F' C OK; then nr is either inward or outward pointing with respect to K.
Lettp: H°(K) — Hs_l/Q(F), s > 1/2, denote the trace operator from K to F, and let
Tr be extended componentwise to vector-valued functions.

For each face F, define the jump operator [-] and the average operator {-} by

(6= v (Bl — Flr)> (9} = 570 (Ve + Ol ) W F € Fh

ext

9] =7 (9l...) {0} =1r (¢lx..,), if F e 7,

where ¢ is a sufficiently regular scalar or vector-valued function, and Kext and Kiyt are the
elements to which F' is a face, i.e. FF = OKext N OKint. Here, the labelling is chosen so
that n g is outward pointing with respect to Kext and inward pointing with respect to Kipg.
Using this notation, the jump and average of scalar-valued functions, resp. vector-valued,
are scalar-valued, resp. vector-valued.

Tangential differential operators For F' € F. ;Lb let HT(F') denote the space of H®-regular
tangential vector fields on F, thus H3(F) == {v € H*(F)*: v -np = Oon F}. We
define the tangential gradient Vr: H*(F) — H3 '(F) and the tangential divergence
divr: H3(F) — H*'(F), where s > 1, following [13]. Let {t;}%= < R? be an
orthonormal coordinate system on F. Then, for v € H*(F) and v € H{(F) such that
v="9""vit; withv; € H*(F) fori = 1,...,d — 1, we define

d—1

2 ou A
Vru:= ; tia—ti, divr v = 2 ot 2.7
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Mesh-dependent norms In the following, we let u;, and v, denote functions in V3, . For
face-dependent positive real numbers pr and 7, let the jump stabilization bilinear form
Jn: Vi,p X Vi p be defined by

In(un,vp) = Z pr([Vun - nel, [Von - nrl)r
FeF;

+ > [pe(Vrunl, [Voonl)r + ne([usl, [val)r].  (2.8)

FeF)t
Define the jump seminorm ||y 5, and the mesh-dependent norm ||-||2, on V4, by

a3 .n = Ju (v, vn), lonll3n =Y lvalfzcr) + lvalin. (2.9
KeTy,

For each face F' € ]-"i’b, define

B min(hgk, hi'), ifFE}";iL, _ ) max(pr,px’), ifFE]-',i,
7 hg, if F e Fp, ) e, if F e P,
(2.10)

where K and K’ are such that F = 0K N 9K’ if F € F} or F C 9K N 9N if F € FL.
The assumptions on the mesh and the polynomial degrees, in particular (2.2) and (2.3), show
that if F' is a face of an element K, then hx < cr h r and pr < cp pi. Henceforth, it is
assumed that the parameters pr and nr in (2.8) are given by

pr=cp bl e = cntt YF e Fit 2.11)
hp h
where c;, and ¢, are fixed positive constants independent of ~ and p.

Approximation Under the hypothesis of shape-regularity of {7}, for any function u €
H®(; Ty), there exists an approximation I u € V4, p, such that for each element K € Ty,

min(sg, px+1)—r

lu = Tpull gr () S F—F=— llullgex k) Vr, 0<r <sk, (2.12a)
K

and, if sx > 1/2,

hmin(sK,pK+1)*\a|*1/2
D% (u — Tpu)|L20k) S —5 Py lull o () Ve laf <k,
Pk

(2.12b)
where k is the greatest non-negative integer strictly less than sx — 1/2. The constants
in (2.12a) and (2.12b) do not depend on u, K, px, hx or r, but depend possibly on
maxgeT;, Sk. vector fields can be approximated componentwise.
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3 HJB equations

We consider fully nonlinear HIB equations of the form

sup [L%u — f*] =0 inQ,
agA 3.1
u=0 ondf,

where ) is a bounded convex domain, A is a compact metric space, and the operators L
are given by

LY :=a": D*v+b* - Vo—c*v, ve H(Q), acA. (3.2)

For simplicity of presentation here, we restrict our attention to the case b = 0, ¢® = 0,
and refer the reader to [21] for the general case. The matrix-valued function a and the scalar
function f are assumed to be continuous on £ x A, and a is assumed to be uniformly elliptic,
uniformly over Q x A. The PDE in (3.1) is fully nonlinear in the sense that the Hessian of the
unknown solution appears inside the nonlinear term in (3.1). As a result of the nonlinearity,
no weak form of the equation is available: this has constituted a long-standing difficulty in
the development of high-order methods for this class of problems.

However, provided that the coefficients of L satisfy the Cordes condition, which, in
the case of pure diffusion, requires that there exist £ € (0, 1] such that

|a® ()|

Vae A, Va e Q. 33
(Trac(2)? ~d—1+e v (3.3)

then the boundary-value problem (3.1) has a unique solution in H*(Q) N Hg (), see [21,
Theorem 3]. Observe that for problems in two spatial dimensions, condition (3.3) is equiva-
lent to uniform ellipticity.

Defining the operator Fy[u] = sup, e [v* (L% — )], where v* = Tra®/|a®|?,
the numerical scheme of [21] for solving (3.1) associated to a homogeneous Dirichlet bound-
ary condition is to find uj, € V3 p such that

Ap(up;vp) =0 Vo, € Vi p, 3.4
where the nonlinear form .4y, is defined in [21, Eq. (5.3)], and can be equivalently given as

An(unson) = Y (Fylun], Avp)x

KeTy
1
+ 5 (ah(uh,vh) — Z <Auh,Avh>K + Jh(uh,vh)> , (3.5)
KeTy,

where the bilinear form ap, : Vi, p X Vi, p — Ris defined by

ah(uh,vh) = Z <D2’u,h,D2’Uh>K + Jh(uh,vh)
KeT,

+ Z [(divy Vr {un}, [Vor - nrl)r + (dive Vo {vin}, [Vus - nr]) F]
FeF}

— Z [<VT {Vuh . ’I’LF} , [[VT U]])F + <VT {Vvh . np} s [[VT Uh]]>F] . (3.0)
FeF)*
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3.1 Semismooth Newton method

In [21, Section 8], it is shown that the discretized nonlinear problem (3.4) can be solved
by a semismooth Newton method, which leads to a sequence of nonsymmetric but positive
definite linear systems to be solved at each iteration. We summarize here the essential ideas
on the semismooth Newton, and refer the reader to [21] for the complete analysis.

Forx € Qand M € ngxnf, define Fy (x, M) == sup,c [Y* (z) (a“(x):M — f*(x))],
and let A(z, M) denote the set of all & € A that attain the supremum in F (x, M); note
that A(z, M) is always a non-empty subset of A due to the compactness of A and the
continuity of the functions a, f and v over  x A. This defines a set-valued mapping
(x, M) — A(z, M). For a function v € H?(Q; T), let A[v] denote the set of all Lebesgue
measurable mappings a(-): @ — A that satisfy a(z) € A(z, D*v(x)) for almost every
x € Q;in [21, Theorem 10], it is shown that A[v] is non-empty for any v € H? (2 Th)-

The semismooth Newton method is now defined as follows. Start by choosing an initial
iterate u?L € Vj,p. Then, for each nonnegative integer j, given the previous iterate uiL €
Vi, p» choose an a; € Afu}]. Next, the function f®/: Q — R is defined by f®/: z
£ @) (2); the functions a® and v are defined in a similar way. Note that the measur-
ability of the mappings «; ensures the measurability of f%7, a® and v*/. Then, find the

solution uffl € Vi, p of the linearized system

Bj(u ™ o) = D (Y, Avp)k You € Vi, 3.7)
KeTy,

where the bilinear form B{L : Vi,p X Vi, p — Ris defined by

B (wp,vp) = Z (v a® :D*wy, Avp) i
KeTn

1
+3 (ah(uh,vh) — > (Aun, Avp) i + Jh(uh,vh)> , (3.8)
KeTn

In [21, Theorem 11], it was shown that uil — u as j — oo for a sufficiently close initial
guess u), and moreover that the convergence is superlinear. It was also shown that the
bilinear forms B, are uniformly bounded and coercive in an H 2_type norm, with constants
independent of the iterates. Since the preconditioners of this work take advantage of the
coercivity of the B7, we summarize the relevant results in the following lemma.

Lemma 1 Let Q be a bounded convex polytopal domain and let {Tp, }1, be a shape-regular
sequence of meshes satisfying (2.1). Let the bilinear forms Bj, be defined by (3.8). Then,
there exist positive constants c, and [ such that if c¢;, > c, and ¢y > Cyp then the bilinear

forms ay, and Bj, are uniformly coercive: for all vy, wy, € Vi, p, we have

lvnlln < an(vn, vn), lan(vh, wn)| S llvnll2,nllwn g2, (3.9

lvnll3,n < B (vn,vn), 1B (vr, wn)| < llvallz,nllwnll2,n, (3.10)

where the constants are independent of the sequence {uib};’io and of the choice of the
mappings o; € A[ul ] for each j > 0.
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Proof First we prove (3.9). The continuity bound in (3.9) is a straightforward consequence
of the trace and inverse inequalities. To show the coercivity bound, we first show that

lonll3n S D ID?vnll72(r) + [al5n = lonlh 2. 3.11)
KEeTh
For any v}, € V}, p, integration by parts gives

Y IVunlliz = D (wn —Av)x + Y ([onl {Von -nrh)r

KeT;, KeT;, FE]:;"b

+ )" {on} . [Von -npl)e. (3.12)

FeFi

Hence, the trace and inverse inequalities imply that

> IVunlitecry S lonllzeolvnlns- (3.13)
KeTh
We recall the broken Poincaré inequality
1
lonllZz) S D IVoRllzeay + D TH[[Uh]]H%%Fy (3.14)

KETn FeF}®

Therefore it follows from (3.13) that we have >~ ;- ||vh||%{1(K) < |vnl} 2, from which
we deduce (3.11). The proof of (3.9) is now completed by noting that [20, Lemma 7] implies
that there exist ¢, and ¢, such that |’Uh‘i)2 < an(vh, vp), whenever ¢, > ¢, andcy > ¢,
since ap, equals the bilinear form denoted by Bpg (1) in the notation of [20, Lemma 7]. The

continuity bound for Bi in (3.10) can also be shown straightforwardly through the Cauchy—
Schwarz inequality with the trace and inverse inequalities, where we note that the functions
~%7, respectively a7, appearing in (3.8) are uniformly bounded in L*° by ||v|| C@xA):
respectively by ||a||c(ﬁ>< A;rixay; this implies that the continuity constants in (3.10) can be

taken to be independent of the {U{l}?io‘ The coercivity bound in (3.10) was shown in [20,
Theorem 8] and [21, Eq. (8.5)], where it is seen that the coercivity constant is independent of
the iteration count j, but otherwise may depend on the constant £ from (3.3) and the choice
of the penalty parameters c, and c,). a

3.2 Iterative solution by the preconditioned GMRES method

Each step of the semismooth Newton method requires the solution of (3.7). These linear
systems have a common general form, which consists of finding w;, € V}, p such that

Bh(fL}th) = Eh(vh) V’Uh (S Vh,p, (3.15)

where we shall henceforth omit to denote the dependence of the bilinear form B;, and of the
right-hand side ¢, on the iteration number of the semismooth Newton method. It follows
from Lemma 1 that there exist positive constants cg and Cp such that, for any vy and
wp, € Vi p,

1
an(vn,vn) < ;Bh(vh,vh), | Br(vn, wn)| < Cevan(vn,vn)vVan(wn,wy),
(3.16)
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where cp and C'p are independent of the iteration count of the semismooth Newton method
and the discretization parameters. Therefore the sequence of linearisations of (3.4) are uni-
formly bounded and coercive with respect to the norm defined by the bilinear form ay,.

The coercivity and boundedness of B;, imply that an efficient preconditioner for aj can
also be used effectively as a preconditioner for the GMRES algorithm applied to (3.15).
Indeed, assume that P is an SPD preconditioner for the matrix A := (an(¢i, ¢;)) that
satisfies

viA

0<ep < op” <Cp Vv eR™r\ {0}, (3.17)
where we assume that cp and C'p are the best possible constants in (3.17). Thus the condi-
tion number k(P ~*A) = Cp/cp. Let the matrix B := (By,(¢;, ¢:)). Then, the precondi-
tioner P can be used in either the right or left preconditioned GMRES method [18,19] for

solving (3.15) as follows. First, we define the norms ||-||p and ||-||p-1 on R4™ Ver by
vl =v Pv, |v]|p-1=v P 'v VveRImVhr (3.18)

Applying k-steps of the right preconditioned GMRES method in the P ~!-inner product
computes uy, as the solution of

ug = Pflwk, Wi = argmin ||BP?1 (W = W)[lp-1, (3.19)
WKL (BP~1,rg)4+wo

where rg denotes the initial residual, w := Pu, wg := Pug, and where IC(BP_l, ro)
denotes the k-dimensional Krylov subspace generated by BP ™! and ro. It is well-known
that (3.19) is equivalent to

uy, = argmin [P7'B (u—iy)|e, (3.20)
0, €KL (P-1B,P~1rg)+ug

which is obtained after k-steps of the left-preconditioned GMRES algorithm in the P-inner
product, see [18]. For a discussion of the implementation of the preconditioned GMRES
method in the P- and P~ !-inner products, we refer the reader to [18, p. 269].

It follows from (3.16) and the hypothesis (3.17) that B is also coercive and bounded in
the norm defined by P: for any v and w € RYM Ve we have

v'Bv, |v' Bw|<CpCs|v|p|lw|e.

1
2
vl < -

This enables us to appeal to the following well-known bound from GMRES convergence
theory [9].

Theorem 1 Ler u € RY™ Ve pe the vector representing the solution of (3.15). For each
k > 1, let uy, be defined by (3.19) or equivalently by (3.20), with associated residual ry,.
Then

ry|lp-1 Pilrk P 2 CQB k/2 1 CQB k/2
= <[(1-=E =(1-——+ 5 (3.21)
rollp-+ [P~ 'rollp — C3Ch k(P~1A)2 Cf -

The bound (3.21) and the coercivity of B imply the following bound for the error:

1 1
Ju—ullp < ——u—wp) e < ——|lu—wllpfrelle-1,
cpCRB CpCB
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thereby implying that

[u—ug|p < Irollp-+ (4 _ <k o (3.22)
kIP = CPCB 0123 IQ(P_IA)2 ’ )

The bound (3.22) gives a guaranteed minimum convergence rate for GMRES in the P-norm,
which is equivalent to the ap-norm up to the condition number x(P~ 1 A). We recall that ay,
defines a norm equivalent to ||-||2,, which is the norm of interest, as shown by Lemma 1.
This strongly suggests that the P~ '-norm, as opposed to the Euclidean norm, of the residual
is a natural objective to be minimized by GMRES, as in (3.19) and (3.20).

The conclusion from (3.21) and (3.22) is that, if P is a robust preconditioner for A in
the sense of yielding uniformly bounded condition numbers with respect to the parameters
being varied, then P will also be a robust preconditioner for the nonsymmetric problems
arising from linearizations of HIB equations. In section 4, we construct a specific symmet-
ric positive definite preconditioner P, based on a nonoverlapping domain decomposition
method, that will be used to solve (3.7).

Remark 1 The general preconditioning strategy proposed here was largely motivated by
the analysis in [15]. It is well-known [26] that convergence bounds for GMRES, such as
(3.21), need not be descriptive of the convergence rate obtained in practice, i.e. GMRES
may perform significantly better than what is predicted by (3.21) alone. In particular this is
observed in some of the experiments of section 7.3 below. This implies that the efficiency
of the preconditioners must generally be assessed from computations.

3.3 Condition number of the unpreconditioned problem

The condition number of the matrix A := (an(¢i, ¢;)) depends on the choice of basis
for V, p. However, in practice, the basis is often chosen to be either a nodal basis or a
mapped orthonormal basis. For example, let us assume that each basis function ¢; of V3,
has support in only one element, and is mapped from a member of a set of functions that
are L2-orthonormal on a reference element. Then, arguments that are similar to those in [4]
show that the £?-norm condition number (A of the matrix A := (ap(¢:, ¢;)) satisfies

8 d
k(A) < max Px w, (3.23)

KeT, h minger, hd

where it is recalled that d is the dimension of the domain ).

4 Domain decomposition preconditioners

Let 2 be partitioned into a set g := {€2;}}*; of nonoverlapping Lipschitz polytopal sub-
domains €2;. The partition Tg is assumed to be conforming. A coarse simplicial or par-
allelepipedal mesh 7y is associated to each fine mesh 7. Let Hp = diam D for each
D € Ty and suppose that H := maxpe7,, Hp. It is required that the sequence of meshes
{Tu } i satisfy the mesh conditions of section 2. Furthermore, the partitions 7s, Tz and 75,
are assumed to be nested, in the sense that no face of Tg, respectively T, cuts the interior
of an element of Tz, respectively 7y. Hence, each element D € Ty satisfies D = U K,
where the union is over all elements K € 7, such that K C D.
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For each mesh 7w, let q := (qp: D € T ) be a vector of positive integers; so gp > 1
for each element D € Ty . Assume that q satisfies the bounded variation property of (2.3),
and that ¢gp < mingcp px forall D € Tg. For each D € Ty, define the sets

Th(D) = {K € Tp,: K C D}, f;;(D)::{Fef;;:FcD},
_ _ _ _ 4.1)
Fi(OD) = {F €FLFcC aD} ., FiNOD) = {F e Fi*: F Cc 9D}

Although the sets F7.(D) and Fi’b(D) are not disjoint, the above assumptions on the
meshes imply that F;* = |, F(D) U F;*(8D) and that F, = U, Fi (D) U Fp(9D).
Define the function spaces

Vip={v€L%(Q): vl €Poc(K) VKETHKCQf, 1<i<N, (42a)
Virg = {UGLQ(Q): V| € Pyp (D) VDETH}. (4.2b)

For convenience of notation, let V,gp ‘= VH,q. It follows from the above conditions on
the meshes that every function vy € Vi q also belongs to Vi, p,solet In: Vi g — Vi p
denote the natural imbedding map. For 1 <i < N, let I;: V}! .p — Vh,p denote the natural
injection operator defined by

v; on Qi, i
Liv; = Vv, € Vi p- 4.3
v {o on Q — Qs vi & Yhp -3)

Then, any function v, € V}, p can be decomposed as vy, = Zfil I; <vh|Q) . Let the
bilinear forms a, : V;fyp X V;fyp — R, 0 < i < N, be defined by

a%(ui,vi) = ah(Ii Ui, I; Ui) Yui,vi € Vh%,p- “4.4)

It is clear that the bilinear forms a’ are symmetric and coercive on V;f’p X V;f,p. For each
0 < i < N, let A; denote the matrix that corresponds to the bilinear form aZ}L and let I;
denotes the matrix corresponding to the injection operator ;. Therefore, for each 0 < ¢ <
N, the matrix A; has dimension dim fo’p x dim V,fyp, and the matrix I; has dimension
dim V3, p X dim V,f’p. Then, we define Pi_1 =1 Ai_1 I;r, which therefore has dimension
dim V3, p x dim V}, . The additive Schwarz preconditioner P is defined in terms of its

inverse by
N

P =Pl (4.5)
i=0
Thus P! defines a symmetric positive definite preconditioner P that may be used as ex-
plained in section 3. Further preconditioners, such as multiplicative, symmetric multiplica-
tive and hybrid methods, are presented in [23,25] and the references therein. The general
theory of Schwarz methods [23,25] simplifies the analysis of these preconditioners to the
verification of three key properties.

Property 1 Suppose that there exists a positive constant co such that each v, € V}, p admits
a decomposition vy, = Zf:o I; v;, with v; € V;ap, foreach 0 <17 < N, with

N

> aj,(vi,vi) < coan(vn, va). (4.6)
=0



NONOVERLAPPING PRECONDITIONERS FOR HJB EQUATIONS 13

Property 2 Assume that there exist constants €;; € [0, 1], such that

|ah(Ii ’Ui,Ij’Uj)| S Eij\/ah(h Ui,Ii ’Ui) ah(Ij Uj,[j ’Uj), (4.7)

for all v; € V;f’p and all v; € V,f,p, 1 <i,j < N.Let p(€) denote the spectral radius of
the matrix € = (g45).

Property 3 Suppose that there exists a constant w € (0, 2), such that
ah(li Ui,li ’Ui) < waﬁl(vi,vi) You; € V}ilﬂ 0<i<N. (48)

Properties 1-3 are sometimes referred to respectively as the stable decomposition prop-
erty, the strengthened Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, and local stability.
The following theorem from the theory of Schwarz methods is quoted from [25].

Theorem 2 If Properties 1-3 hold, then the condition number (P ™' A) obtained by the
additive Schwarz preconditioner satisfies

K(PTTA) < cow (p(€) +1). (4.9)

Remark 2 With the above choices of bilinear forms a}, and with the arguments presented in
[4], it is seen that (4.8) holds in fact with equality for w = 1. Also, in (4.7), we can take
gi; = 1if 0Q; N 0Q; # 0, and €;; = 0 otherwise. Therefore, as explained in [4], p (£) <
N + 1, where N, is the maximum number of adjacent subdomains that a given subdomain
might have. Therefore, Properties 2 and 3 hold, and it remains to verify Property 1.

The following theorem determines a bound on the constant appearing in (4.6), which
can be used in conjunction with Theorem 2 to analyse the properties of the preconditioners.
The proof of this result is given in the following sections.

Theorem 3 Ler Q@ C R% d € {2, 3}, be a bounded convex polytopal domain, and let
Ts, {Tu} u and {Tp}n be successively nested shape-regular sequences of meshes, with Ts
conforming, and { Ty } g and {Ty } 1, satisfying (2.1), (2.2) and (2.3). Let g and ng satisfy
(2.11) for each face F', with c,, and c,, chosen to satisfy the hypothesis of Lemma 1. Then,
each vy, € Vy, p admits a decomposition vy, = Zf\;o I; v;, with v; € V}f’p, 0<i<N,

such that
N

> an(vi,vi) S € an(vn, vn), (4.10)
i=0
where the constant co is given by

i Hj,
¢co=14+ max |=— max — —
DeTuy |Hp KeT, (D) hix | DETu qf
6 4
H
+ max 9p max p—? max TD. “4.11)
DeTu | Hp KeT (D) hij; | DETH qF

It follows from Theorems 2 and 3 that the condition number satisfies
K(PTTA) <& (Ne+2), (4.12)

where Co is given in (4.11) above, and NN, is the maximum number of adjacent subdomains
that a given subdomain from 7 might have. Thus the condition number does not depend on
the number NV of subdomains, but may depend on the maximum number of neighbours any
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subdomain possesses, denoted by N, in (4.12). If the sequence of coarse spaces { Vi ,q} 1
satisfy the assumption that Hp /qp < minpeTy, Hp/qp forall D € T, then the constant
Co in the above proposition simplifies to

2 3 6
G~ 1+ max |22 rx  Hp x PK (4.13)
DeTu | qp KeTw(D) hx ¢}, KeT, (D) hi;
Moreover, if the sequences of meshes {7z } g and {7}, }, are quasiuniform, and if the poly-
nomial degrees are also quasiuniform in the sense that ¢ := maxp qp < gp forall D € Ty
and p :'= maxg px < pk forall K € Tp, then the condition number of the preconditioned
system satisfies the bound

+

ot 4.14)

2 6 173
K(P1A) < (No+2) <1+p H  p H )
It is well-known that the above bound is optimal in terms of the powers of H and h, see [7,
11]. The numerical experiments of section 7 show that the bound (4.14) is also sharp in terms
of the orders of p and g. Choosing the coarse space such that H ~ h and ¢ ~ p implies
that x(P~1A) < p3, which shows that the preconditioner is robust with respect to h but not
with respect to p. The explicit dependence of our bound on ¢ shows nonetheless a significant
improvement over the condition number of order p® / h* for the unpreconditioned matrix.
The preconditioner P can therefore be used to precondition the nonsymmetric systems (3.7)
of the semismooth Newton method, where the convergence is guaranteed by Theorem 1 in
combination with (4.14).

5 Approximation of discontinuous functions

As explained in the introduction, the optimal bound for the condition numbers, as given by
Theorem 3, rests upon the optimality of approximation properties between coarse and fine
spaces. Therefore, in this section, we first determine how closely a function in V}, , can be
approximated by functions in H?(Q) N Hg (). This leads to an approximation result for
functions in V}, p by functions in V4 that is of optimal order in both the coarse mesh size
and polynomial degree.

5.1 Lifting operators

Let V,ﬁp denote the space of d-dimensional vector fields with components in Vj . Let
r,: L2(FpP) — Vi, and ry 0 L2(F}) — Vi,p be defined by

Z (rh(w),vh>K = Z <w, {Vh . TLF}>F Vv € Vfip, 5.1

KeTy, FE]—'Z’Z’
S rn(w), o)k = Y (w{vn})r  Von € Vip. (5.2)
KeTh FeF;}

The following result is well-known; for instance, see [4] for a proof.
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Lemma 2 Let Q2 be a bounded Lipschitz domain and let {Tp } 1, be a shape-regular sequence
of meshes satisfying (2.1), (2.2) and (2.3). Then, the lifting operators satisfy the following
bounds:

2

Sl S Y ,%;—ann%zm Vw e LX(FpY), (5.3a)
KeT, reFit O F

~2 )
S lra@) e Y %anuizm Vw e L*(F}). (5.3b)
KEeT, FEF}

For v, € Vi, p and vy, € V;f{p, define G (vp) € V;flyp and Dy (vy,) € Vi, p element-wise
by

Ghr(vn)|k = Vonlx — ra([vn])lx, (5.4a)
Dh(Vh)‘K = diVVh|K—T’h([[Vh-nF]])|K, (5.4b)

for all K € Tj. Observe that Dy, (v}y,) belongs to LQ(Q) for any vy, € V;f{p.

Lemma 3 Let Q) be a bounded Lipschitz polytopal domain, and let {Tp}, be a shape-
regular sequence of meshes satisfying (2.1), (2.2) and (2.3). Let nr and pr satisfy (2.11)
forall F € ]:ZL’b. Then, for any vy, € Vy, p, we have

4
> Elen(fenDlze ) S lonl3 (5.50)
KeTy K
o en(onD i + Y melllvn(lvnl) - nellZey S loali a- (5.5b)
KEeTh FEF}

Proof The definition of the lifting operator gives

4 4
> P e (onD e = Y /F gvhu{%rh(ﬂvhﬂ).w}ds

KeT, K FeF}®
1
~ 2
h3 ijs 5
S ea(oDllzeey | fonlan
FeFit Iy

The trace and inverse inequalities then yield

1

4 4 2
p p
) fhf len([on])l172(x) S ( ) fhf ||rh([[vhﬂ)||2LZ<K)> [vn|3,h,

KeT, K KeT, K

which implies (5.5a). The bound (5.5b) then follows from (5.5a) as a result of the trace and
inverse inequalities. O

Corollary 1 Under the hypotheses of Lemma 3, every vy, € Vi, p satisfies

S IGh )i + D wellGa(vn) nellizcry S llvall3 s (5.6)
KEeT, FeFi

We also have || Dy, (Gr(vn))ll2(0) S [|vall2,n for every vy € Vi, p.
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Proof Inequality (5.6) is an easy consequence of the definition of G}, in (5.4a) and of
Lemma 3. For vy, € V}, p and K € T}, we have

Dr(Gr(vn))lx = [Avp — divrn([oa]) = ra([Von - ne]) + ra([ra(vel) - nel)] |-

5.7
In view of (5.3b), it is apparent that the global L?-norms over Q of the first and third terms
on the right-hand side of (5.7) are bounded by ||vp||2,5, Whilst the bounds on the L?-norms
of the second and fourth terms follow from (5.5b). O

5.2 Approximation by H 2-regular functions

The first step towards the aforementioned approximation result is to consider the discrete
analogue of the orthogonality of Helmholtz decompositions. In this section, we shall view
the element-wise gradient of a function v;, € V} p as an element of L? (Q)d, and thus we
denote it by Vvp,.

Lemmad Let Q C RY d € {2, 3}, be a bounded Lipschitz polytopal domain, and let

{Tw},, be a shape-regular sequence of meshes satisfying (2.1), (2.2) and (2.3). If ur and np

satisfy (2.11) for every face F € f,i’b, then, for any vy, € Vi, p and any ¢ € H* ()73,
we have

/Gh vp) - curlyp da| +

/ Vyop - curly dx

< me&ui 37/2|Uh|J h||1/’||H1(Q) (5.8)

Proof It follows from (5.5a) that ||Vh’l)h —Gh(vh) ||L2(Q) S max g hK/p%d’Uh ‘J,h, soitis
enough to show that (5.8) is satisfied by G, (v,). Consider momentarily ¢» € H?(Q)%¢~3;
then, integration by parts yields

/ Gp(vp) - curlypde = Z ([vn], {curly - np}yr — Z (rn([vr]), curl ) i
Q@ FeFi® KEeT,

Therefore, the definitions of the lifting operators r;, and r, imply that

/Q Galvn) -curlpde = 3 ([on], feurl(s — T4) - np})p

FcFp?

= > (en(lvn])s curl(® — ) s

KETh

Thus, if ¢ € H 2 (Q)Qd_3, it is seen from the approximation bounds of (2.12) and from the
lifting bound (5.5a) that

/ Gp(vp) - curlyp dz
Q

h2
< —K . 5.9
S pmax s lon 3,091 22 () (5.9

Now, let ) € H' (Q)Qd*?’. We apply [1, Thm. 5.33] to the components of 1): for each e > 0,
there exists a ¢. € C° (Rd)2d_3 such that

1V = ellLzca) + el — el ) < el¥la (), (5.10a)
[Vellmzio) S e Yl ), (5.10b)
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where, importantly, the constants in (5.10) do not depend on €. Define ¢. = 1) — )¢, so
that

/ Gn(vp) - curly dz = / Ghp(vp) - curle. dz +/ Ghn(vp) - curl e dz.
Q Q Q

The bounds (5.9) and (5.10b) show that

2

. h2.
— . 5.11
€ s [onlsnllYll e (@) (5.11)

/ Gp(vp) - curl e dz| <
Q

Integration by parts yields

/QGh(vh)~cur1q§€ dr = Z (IVvr x np], ¢e)r — Z (rn([vn]), curl ¢c)

Ferp® KeTh

Lemma 3 and (5.10a) imply that

> lrn([vnl), curl ) | S mex 7\vh\J rllYllm (o) (5.12)
KeTy,

Recall the continuous trace inequality [16]: for an element K and a face F' C 9K,
||¢s||L2(F) S |¢6|H1(K)H¢€”L2(K)+7”¢EHL2(K) S |¢e|H1(K)+ ||¢s||L2(K)

Therefore, the fact that pr = ¢, ﬁ% / h r leads to

1
2

h2
Z [Von x nr], ¢e)r| S ( Z [éﬁ@eﬁql(m + ||¢s||2L2(K)D [vn|3,n

FeF,? KeT,
S | max th|¢a|H1(Q) +ll¢ellzz() | lvnlsn,
~\KET: p%( ’
where we have used the identity |[Vun, xng]| = |[V T vs]| for each face F, because Vit vy,

is the component of Vvy, that is orthogonal to n g. Therefore, we deduce from (5.10a) and
(5.12) that

/ Gn(vp) - curl g dx
Q

hx
< . .1
< (&a%‘ P 6) onlsnlélm@.  (G13)

h

Combining (5.11) and (5.13) yields

_ h3 hi
< le 1 m — m +e H
~> ( Kea)f' s + Kea}i % ) [vnla,wll ¥ 1 (0)-

/ Gp(vy) - curly dz
Q

The bound (5.8) is then obtained by taking € := maxkeT, hi/ p‘;}/Q. o
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Theorem 4 Ler Q C RY d € {2, 3}, be a bounded convex polytopal domain, and let
{Twn},, be a shape-regular sequence of meshes satisfying (2.1), (2.2) and (2.3). For a given
vh € Vihp, let vpy € H?(Q) N H(Q) be the unique solution of the boundary-value
problem

Av(py = Dp(Gr(vr)) inQ, (5.14a)
V(ny =0 on 9. (5.14b)

Then, the approximation v(p,) to vy, satisfies

h h?
o = ven e + mase 2 lon = von s @iy S max o onlan, (5150
loa 22 S lonllz.n: (5.15b)

Remark 3 The above result is nearly optimal in the sense that only the jump seminorm
|vr |3, n appears on the right-hand side of the error bound (5.15a), and that the correct orders
of convergence are established.

Proof Note that convexity of €2 implies that v(j) is well-defined, see [13], and that (5.15b)
holds as a result of Corollary 1. First, we show that forany p € H*(Q)NH(Q), k € {1,2},
we have

hk
'/Q (V’U(h) - Gh(vh)) . Vpdm S Ir(nea%b iwhh,h”pHH’“(Q)' (5.16)

Indeed, since vy, solves (5.14), integration by parts yields

/Q (Vo — Gn(vn)) - Vpde = > (ra([Ga(vn) - nr]),p) i

KeTn

= > ([Gn(vn) - nr] {p})r-

FeF;

Then, the definition of the lifting operator gives

/ (Vo) = Gn(vn)) - Vpdz = > (ra([Gr(va) - nr]),p — Tap)
Q KeT,

= Y {[Gn(vn) - nel{p — Taph)p. (5.17)

FeF}

Recalling that px > 1 for each element K, it is then seen that (5.16) follows from Corol-
lary 1 and from the approximation bounds (2.12).

The remainder of the proof makes use of Helmholtz decompositions of vector fields
[12]: for any v € L*(Q)%, there exists p € Hg(Q) and ¢ € H'(Q)*73, such that
v = Vp + curl e in Q. Indeed, p € HJ () is defined by

/Vp-qux:/v-qua: VqGH&(Q).
Q Q

Then, v — Vp is divergence free, thus ((v — Vp)-n, 1)sq = 0, where n is the unit outward
normal on 0f2. Since the convex domain §2 has a connected boundary, it follows from [12,
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Thms. 3.1 & 3.4 pp. 37-45] that there exists a¢) € H* (Q)Qd*g’ such that v = Vp+ curl ¢.
Moreover, ¢» may be chosen so that ||p|| 1) + Y] 51() S ||VIlL2(q) for some constant
independent of v. This is a consequence of the Open Mapping Theorem and the facts that
V= {v e L?2(Q)?: divv = 0} is a closed subspace of L?(€2)%, and that the mapping
)+ curl e is a surjective bounded linear mapping from H*(0)%¢73 to V.

Now, observe that || Vv, — Gp(vn)|| 20y S maxke, hi /pk |vnls,n by (5.52), so it
is enough to consider the error between G'5 (vs,) and V() to bound [vn, — vipy | 51 (0577)-
Let p € H{(Q) and ¢ € H'(Q)?473 satisfy Vo) — Gr(vn) = Vp + curly, with
”p”Hl(Q) + ||’L/J||H1(Q) < ||V1)(h) — Gh(’l}h)HLz(Q). Then, noting that V’U(h) and curl ¢
are orthogonal, it is deduced that

||V’U(h) — Gh(vh)||2L2(Q) = / (Vv(h) — Gh(vh)) . Vpdac 7/ Gh(vh) . curlwdx.
Q Q
(5.18)
Inequality (5.16) and the bound ||p|| 71 (o) S [Von) — Gr(vn)|lL2(0) give

‘/ (Vv(h) - Gh(vh)) . Vpd(L‘
Q
The bounds of Lemma 4 show that

/ Gp(vp) - curly dz

< l v e )
S pax [vn 3,0 VUen) n(vn)llz2 (o)

hx

< ma7)g 7|'U]—L|J h||Vv(h) Gh(’l)h)||L2(Q).
Pk

Therefore, equation (5.18) and the above bounds yield

Vo) = Gr(vn) L2y S fax Zf|%|3 h- (5.19)
We now consider the error |[vn, — v(n)|z2(q). Since € is convex, there is a unique z €
H2(Q) n H(% (Q) that solves —Az = vy, — V(h) in 2, with ||Z||H2(Q) < ||1)h — U(h) ||L2(Q).
Then, it is found that

lop, — U(h)H%Q(Q) = /Q (Gn(vn) = Vo) - Vzdz
+ > (ea(val), V2)x = > (el {Vz - nr})r
KeT FeFi®

Applying the bound (5.16) to z € H2(Q) N H(Q) gives
< mae P o3 llon — vy 2o
~ Ke,rh p%{ )

/ (Gh(’l}h) - V’U(h)) . VZ dx
Q
Also, it is found that

Y @lvnl)s V2 = > ([onl {Vz-neh)r

KeTy, Fe}‘,j’b

= > (walon]), Vz = h2)) ik = D ([oal V(2 = Th2) - np})r

KeTh FeF)t

which is bounded by maxx h% /P |vn|3,n|[vn — v(n)llL2(0)- Thus, we have shown that
2

J,h- (5.20)

_ <
lon —vmyllze) S Zax 2

The bounds (5.19) and (5.20) imply (5.15a). O
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5.3 Approximation by coarse grid functions

Theorem 4 leads to the following approximation result between coarse and fine spaces.

Theorem 5 Ler Q@ C R%, d € {2,3}, be a bounded convex polytopal domain, and let
{Tu } i and {Tw } 1 be nested shape-regular sequences of meshes satisfying (2.1), (2.2) and
(2.3). Then, for any vy, € Vi, p, there exists avy € Vi g, such that

H 2—k
lon = vallms 7)) S (gg%l T§> lonllzn,  k€{0,1,2}.  (5.21a)

H 2 H3 6
ol3n S (14 max |[Z2 max PE L 2D pay PK
, DETy | qp KeTn(D) hi 43, KeT,(D) h3,

} ) [onll3,5- (5.21b)
Proof Letv,y € H 2(Q)NH (£2) be the approximation to vy, considered in Theorem 4. Let
v € Vi q be the projection Il v(yy. Since maxxeT;, hix/px < maxpety, Hp/qp, it
is seen that (5.21a) follows easily from the triangle inequality in conjunction with (5.15b)
and the approximation properties of vy . In particular, it follows from vy = Ilgv(y) that
lvall g2 S vl #2(), and since Theorem 4 implies that [[v(p) | g2y < [1val2,n
we obtain | 'UH”HZ(Q;‘j’h) 5 ||Uh||2,h-

It remains to show (5.21b) by bounding the jump seminorm of v as follows. If the face
F € F}(D) for D € Tz, then the jumps of vz and its first derivatives vanish because vy is
a polynomial over D. Since v(p,) € H2(Q)NH(Q), [ve] = [ve — vl and [Vrog] =
[Vt (v —v(ny)] for each face I’ € J-"ZL’b(GD), whilst [Vvg -nr] = [V(ve —vnm)) -nr]
for each face F' € F} (9D). Therefore, it is deduced from the mesh assumptions on 7}, and
T that

> nellvallliee < Y > nelllve —om]liier)

FeFjt DeTu FeF)*(0D)

6
Pr 2

< E max o —

~ Ken)((D) h3 lve U(h)||L2(aD)

DeTh
H} Pk 2
< max |—% max  — | [lvim||Ez0)-
DeTw | q3, KeT, (D) h3; o 722

Similar bounds also yield

> wellVevalleg + Y wrelllVor - nellli e
FeF’ FeF,

< max

— max
~ DeTy

{HD Pk
qp KeTn(D) hi

} ||U(h)||?‘l2(9)-

Since |[v(p) |l 52(Q) S |[vnll2,n. the proof of (5.21b) is complete.

Previous results on the approximation of fine mesh functions by coarse mesh functions
typically involved lower-order projection operators, which were therefore suboptimal in
terms of ¢ in bounds such as (5.21a). The original result of an approximation with opti-
mal orders in both H and q of Theorem 5 enables the sharp analysis of the nonoverlapping
domain decomposition preconditioners in the next section.
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6 Stable decomposition property

The following lemma, due to Feng and Karakashian in [10], provides a trace inequality for
the boundaries 9D of elements D € 7. However, the inequality is not written there in the
form that is required for our purposes. So, we present again the proof, with some variations
from the arguments in [10].

Lemma 5 Let {7} and {Th}n be shape-regular sequences of nested simplicial or par-
allelepipedal meshes satisfying the conditions (2.1) and (2.2), and let p satisfy (2.3). Let
v € L*(D) belong to Py, (K) for each K C D. Then, we have

2 1 2
lllZ2opy S Y. olmaollvllze i + - lvllze (o)
KeTn(D) D

2

~2

p
+1 Y EIliee | Iollzapy. 6D
reFi(p) T

Proof As shown in [10], since each element D € Ty is an affine image of a convex refer-
ence element, it follows that there is a point zo € D, such that (z — xo) - nop 2 Hp for

~

each x € 0D, where ngp is the unit outward normal vector to 9.D. Therefore,

1
Ivl20p) S g7 [ Jof (2= 20)-mop . 62)

Integration by parts shows that

/ || (& — 0)-nop ds = Z /[div(m—xo)|v|2+2vVv~(x—xo) dx
op KeT, (D) 7K

- Y (Pl A& —w0) - nr})r.

FeFi(D)

Since [v?] = 2[v] {v}, it is found that

/ v (z = 20) ‘mopds SHp Y olmollvllze ) + vl Zz2(py
8D KETh(D)
1

2

~2 ~

p hr

THp | > I > eIz
reFi(p) T FeFi(D) " F

1
2

The inverse and trace inequalities imply that

hr
S Lo ey S 0l (-
FcFi(D)

Therefore, (6.1) follows from (6.2) and the above bounds. O

Equipped with the approximation result of Theorem 3, it is now possible to prove The-
orem 3 using a similar approach to [4,10,11].
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6.1 Proof of Theorem 3

Let vy be given as in Theorem 5, set vp := vy, and denote by v; € th"p the restriction of
vy, — vy to Q;, 1 <7 < N.Then, we have

a}l(vi,vi) = ah(vH,vH) + ah(vh —VH,VUp — ’UH) — Z ah(L;’Ui,]j’Uj). (6.3)
i, j=1
i#£]

N N
1=0

Observe that the constant appearing on the right-hand side of (5.21b) can be bounded in
terms of ¢o, which was defined in (4.11). So, Theorem 5 and Lemma 1 imply

ap(ve,ve) S ||UH||§,h < €o an(vn,vn), (6.4a)
an(vn —ve,vn —vi) S lonllzn + lvell3s < éoan(vn, vn). (6.4b)

It remains to bound the last term in (6.3) for the interface flux and jump terms at the bound-
aries of the subdomains of 7s. Expanding this term leads to

N 5

D lan(livi, Lvg)| <Y B, (6.5)
i,j=1 k=1

i#£]

where the quantities E), are defined by

N
Ei=% Y nrl(on—vn)lg, (vn—vm)lg,)rl, (6.6a)
,j=1  FeF;
#i FCon,Nof;

N
Erx=% Y prlVr(on—vm)lg,, Vr(on —vm)lg, ) Fl, (6.6b)
,j=1  FeF;
] FCaN,;NIQ,

N
FE3 = Z Z pF|<V(’uh—vH)|Qi ~nF,V(vh—’uH)|Qj ‘np)rl, (6.6¢)
i, j=1 FeF}
#i FCon,nog;

N
FEy = Z Z |<diVT VT (Uh - ’UH)‘Qi 5 V(Uh - UH)|QJ. . nF>F|, (66d)
i, j=1 FeF,
£ FCaN,;NQ,

N
Bs=% Y UVe(V(on—vm)lg, -nr), Vr(on —vm)lg el (6.6¢)
i,j=1  FcF} '
#i FCon,No9;
Note that in (6.6), we have made use of the symmetry of the sum over 4, j, ¢ # j, and the
fact that any face F' C 0€2; N 0€2; must be an interior face.
Defining np = maxgc7, (D) p% /h3 for each D € Ty, the hypotheses (2.2) and
(2.3) and the nestedness of the meshes imply that

2
Er < Y nolvw —valizap)-
DeTy
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Therefore, using the trace inequality of Lemma 5, we find that

Hp Hp P
Evs Y omo| = Y lw—valimao+ = 3 sl
DeTu 9D ér(p) n FeFj (D)
qD
25 fun ol
KET(D)

Notice that the jumps [vg] vanish for faces F € Fj (D). Therefore, the approximation
bound of Theorem 5 gives

Hp H} 2 Hp i 2
E1 S max {np— max —5—|lvnll2,, + max |np—— max — | |vp|T s
qp | DETu qp DeTH gD FeF} (D) Pp

4
4D Hp 2
- e 6.7
+ e {”D HD} pax i lonllzn, - (67)
and thus it follows from (2.2) and (2.3) and coercivity of aj, that
H}
B < 2= = — , . 6.8
5 s [ s P | G ontonown) o8

Remark that we have used the bounds Hp/qp < qp/Hp maxpery, H2D/q,23 and also
Hp/qp maxpe 7i (D) h% /by < qp/Hp maxpet, Hp/qh in going from (6.7) to (6.8).
This is done because it is currently not possible to improve the last term in (6.7), as a con-
sequence of the nonlocal form of the bounds in Theorems 4 and Theorem 5.

The Cauchy—Schwarz inequality with a parameter and the symmetry of the sum over ¢,
j,J # i, imply that

5
—1) 12 2 2
Z Er 3 Z pr | D*(vn — va) o ||L2(F) + prl| V(vn — UH)|Qj||L2(F)-
k=2 1<i#j<N ¢
FeF;
FCoQ;no%

(6.9)

Since Tg is conforming, each face F' may appear at most twice in the above sum, and thus

the trace and inverse inequalities imply that

—1 12 2 2 ~
Z pr || D*(vh — vm) 9 ||L2(F) S Z lon — UH||H2(K) < Coan(vn, ).
1<i#j<N : KeTh
FeF}
FCaQ,noQ;
(6.10)
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Defining pip == maxge7;, (D) p% /hx, we apply Lemma 5 componentwise to the gradient
of v, — vy to find that

N
Yo Y wrlVn—vn)lg i S D wolV(n —vm)lizop)

i, j=1 FeF; DeTy
#] FCon;No;

H H 5
SN w22 N —vrlea + 22 Y PRVl e
DeTy qp KeT,(D) a FE}-;;,(D) r

e Y - valinge|- 61D
KeT, (D)

It is important to observe that only terms involving interior faces of the mesh 7}, appear on
the right-hand side of the above inequality, so for each F' € F}, (D), we have ||[Vvp]||%2 (F) =

VT Uh]]”%z(p) + Vv - nF]]||2Lz(F). So, we deduce that

Hp

S uplV(on — v 2oy S max [uD—} lon — vl ey
DeTu 4D

DeTy

+ max MD@ |v|3 n + max ,qu—D llon — v |3
DETH ap T DTy Hp HY(@:Tn)

and thus Theorem 5 and coercivity of a, show that

2 ap Pk Hp
E ppl|V(vn —vm)||120p) S max {— max —} max —5— an(Vn, Uh).
DETn q3,

Dets DeTy | Hp KeTi(D) hi
(6.12)
Therefore, the inequalities (6.9), (6.10) and (6.12) show that
5 2 2
ao PK Hp
E, < - - — , . 6.13
kz:; kS max |:HD o hx} s an(vn, vn) (6.13)
In summary, combining the inequalities (6.4), (6.8) and (6.13) implies that
N 5
Z a%([ivi, Ii’l)i) 5 Co ah(vh, Uh) + Z Ey § Co ah(vha 'Uh)7 (6.14)
i=0 k=1
which completes the proof of the stable decomposition property of Theorem 3. a

The proof of Theorem 3 completes the verification of Properties 1-3, and thus gives the
bound (4.12) for the condition number of the preconditioned system.

7 Numerical experiments
We test the theoretical results of section 4 and investigate the performance and competitive-

ness of the preconditioners in practical applications. Direct factorizations were used to form
the coarse mesh and local solvers.
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x(P~TA) qg=2 qg=3 qg=4 q=>5 q="6 q rate
p=2 2.16 x 10!
p=3 3.34 x 102 6.71 x 10!
p= 1.94 x 103 3.16 x 102 1.35 x 102
p= 7.22 x 103 1.43 x 103 4.11 x 102 2.10 x 102
p=6 212 x 104 440 x 10°  1.31 x 103  6.44 x 102  3.03 x 102 | 3.60
p="T 5.31x10* 1.10x 10* 3.50x 103 1.70 x 103  8.97 x 102 | 3.35
p=238 1.18 x 105 246 x 10*  7.91 x 103  4.27 x 103 2.10 x 10® | 3.25
p=9 2.38 x 10°  4.88 x 10* 1.61 x 10* 8.68 x 103  4.55 x 103 | 3.10
p=10 4.48 x 10>  9.17 x 10*  3.00 x 10* 1.64 x 10* 8.86 x 103 | 3.00
p=11 7.92 x 10° 1.61 x 10° 5.29 x 10* 2.90 x 10* 1.58 x 10* | 2.97
p=12 1.33 x 10 2,71 x 10° 8.89 x 10*  4.87 x 10*  2.66 x 10* | 2.97
p rate 5.97 5.94 5.96 5.97 6.03

Table 1 Dependence of the condition number x(P~1 A) on the coarse and fine mesh polynomial degrees
for the experiment of section 7.1. The asymptotic rates are computed by regression on the last three entries
of each column for p and each row for q. It is found that x(P~1A) is of order 1 4 p®/q3, as predicted in
section 4.

k(P7TA) | h=1/4 h=1/8 h=1/16 h=1/32 | rate
H=1/2 | 1.57x 102 1.19x 10> 1.08 x 10* 8.90 x 10* | 3.06

Table 2 Dependence of the condition number (P! A) on the ratio of mesh sizes H/h, for fixed polyno-
mial degrees p and q. The asymptotic rates (P ~1 A) is found to be of order H3 /h3, in agreement with the
bounds of section 4.

7.1 Sharpness of the bound

Since the bound (4.12) is the first to be explicit in both coarse and fine mesh polynomial
degrees, it is important to ascertain its sharpness. Let Q = (0, 1)2, and let the fixed meshes
T = Ts be obtained by a uniform subdivision of €2 into 4 squares, and let 75 be obtained
by uniform subdivision of €2 into 16 squares. We consider the sequence of spaces V3, p of
piecewise polynomials on 7; with total degree p, where p = 2,...,12, and the coarse
spaces Vi, q of piecewise polynomials on 7 with total degree g, where ¢ = 2,...,6. We
apply the additive Schwarz preconditioner defined in section 4 to the bilinear form a;, de-
fined in (3.6), where the penalty parameters are defined by c,, = ¢, = 10. These choices are
made to ensure that the resulting number of degrees of freedom is small, being at most equal
to 1456 in the case of p = 12, thereby facilitating the accurate computation of the condition
numbers (P~ A) of the preconditioned matrix P. The resulting condition numbers are
given in Table 1, which shows that x(P ™' A) is of order 1 + p°/q>, in agreement with the
results of section 4 and in particular with the bound (4.14). This confirms that the predicted
rates with respect to the polynomial degrees are optimal. We further verify the sharpness of
the bounds with respect to the parameters H and h in Table 2, which presents the condition
numbers for varying h = 27, m = 2,...,5,and fixed H = 1/2, and fixedp = ¢ = 2. It
is seen that the predicted rate x(P "' A) is of order H>/h® in agreement with the theory.

7.2 Comparison with overlapping methods

In this section, we compare the efficiency of nonoverlapping methods with the closely re-
lated overlapping methods. It is found the methods achieve similar performances in terms
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S

o fris

0 1 1 0
2

Fig. 1 Overlapping and nonoverlapping decompositions of Q = (0,1)? used in the experiment of sec-
tion 7.2. Four subdomains are used for both the overlapping and nonoverlapping methods, with the overlap
size 0 defined as the length shown above.

of iteration counts, although nonoverlapping methods are often faster due to lower compu-
tational costs.

Let Q := (0,1)?, and let 77, be obtained by uniform subdivision of 2 into squares of
sizeh =27% k=3,...,8 Let Vi,p consist of the space of polynomials of fixed partial
degree p = 2 on each element K &€ 7j,. Consider the model problem: find u;, € V4, p such
that ap, (un, vn) = £(vp,) for all vy, € Vj, p, where the linear functional ¢, is chosen so that
the solution uj, approximates the function u(z,y) = €Y sin(nx) sin(my); specifically,
we define £(vy) = > ;- (Au, Avp) i for all v, € Vi p. It can then be shown that ||u —
unllm20im) S hP~1 [20]. The penalty parameters are chosen so that z = 10/hp and

nr = 10/h%.

Overlapping domain decomposition Let § € (0, 1) and let 2 be divided into overlapping
subdomains 7g = {Qi}le, as shown in the left-hand side diagram of Figure 1. This yields
an overlapping decomposition of 2 with overlap J; here, we use 6 € {1/4,1/8,1/16}. Let
Tw be a coarse mesh consisting of a uniform subdivision of €2 into 4 squares, thus yielding
the ratios H/d € {2, 4,8}, and let Vi q consist of the space of polynomials of fixed partial
degree ¢ = 2 on each element D € 7. The local spaces V,ip with associated solvers aj,,
1 <7 < 4, are defined analogously to the nonoverlapping case, described in section 4. The
additive Schwarz preconditioner is also defined analogously to section 4.

Nonoverlapping domain decomposition The domain (2 is partitioned into four subdomains
Ts = {Q;}4_1, as shown in the right-hand side diagram of Figure 1. We consider three
sequences of coarse meshes Tz, also obtained by uniform subdivision of €2 into squares of
size H=2"",m=1,...,k—1,sothat H/h € {2,4,8}. The nonoverlapping additive
Schwarz preconditioner is defined as in section 4.

Results The implementations of the overlapping and nonoverlapping methods were the
same, except for the required difference in handling the subdomains. Since the paralleliza-
tions of overlapping and nonoverlapping methods differ, our implementation was in serial in
order to permit a more straightforward comparison. Table 3 gives the number of iterations
required to reduce the residual norms by a factor of 10~°. The results for both methods
are comparable to those in the literature: see for instance [2,4,7,14]. Table 3 also presents
a representative sample of the CPU times required for the assembly of the preconditioner
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Iteration count
Overlapping Nonoverlapping
DoF h H=2 H=46 H=8| H=2h H=4h H=8h
144 1/4 20
576 1/8 18 22 29
2304 1/16 18 24 22 30 43
9216 1/32 18 25 37 20 32 52
36864 1/64 18 25 41 18 30 50
147456 1/128 18 26 41 17 27 48
589824  1/256 18 26 42 17 25 40
Timing
Overlapping Nonoverlapping
h=1/128 H=2 H=46 H=8| H=2h H=4h H=8h
Assembly time 18.6s 14.5s 13.0s 14.0s 11.9s 11.6s
Solver time 8.39s 9.56s 13.3s 6.51s 8.62s 14.4s

Table 3 Number of preconditioned CG iterations required to reduce the residual norm by a factor of 106
for overlapping and nonoverlapping methods, in the experiment of section 7.2, along with sample timings
for assembly and timings of the preconditioned CG algorithm. The methods yield similar iteration counts for
similar ratios of H/§ or H/h, but the nonoverlapping method is faster to assemble and apply, as a result of
the smaller number of degrees of freedom in the local solvers.

and the application of the preconditioned CG method. The assembly timing strictly includes
the time spent on assembling and factorizing the coarse and local mesh solvers, whereas
the solver time strictly includes the time spent on applying the preconditioned CG method.
These timings are meant to provide only a relative comparison of the methods, with better
absolute timings achievable by parallelization.

For the same iteration count, the nonoverlapping methods are generally faster in both
assembly and solution. This advantage in efficiency is essentially the result of the smaller
dimension of the subdomain solvers. The nonoverlapping method is also generally cheaper
in terms of memory costs. Our results show that both methods are efficient, with low iteration
counts that remain bounded for fixed H/§ or H/h. In both cases, the results are comparable
to computational results from the literature [2,10]. The extension of the analysis for non-
overlapping preconditioners from this work to the case of overlapping preconditioners is an
interesting problem for future work.

7.3 Application to HJB equations

We will now consider applications of the preconditioning methods to problems of practical
interest, namely fully nonlinear HIB equations. As explained above, this introduces several
challenges, such as nonsymmetric linear systems that appear in the semismooth Newton
method. Nevertheless, it is found that nonoverlapping methods in particular remain robust
and lead to efficient solvers for these problems for h-version methods. The example pre-
sented here is closely related to the one from [21, Section 9.1]. Consider the boundary-value
problem

sup [L%u — f*] =0 inQ,
A 7.1
u=0 ond,
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Average GMRES iterations (Newton steps)

4 Subdomains 16 Subdomains
DoF h H=2h H=4h H=8h | H=2h H=4h H =8h
144 1/4 14.3 (6)
576 1/8 15.2(5) 18.8 (5) 17.8 (5)

2304 1/16 | 154(5) 20.0(5) 268(5) | 18.0(5  25.0(5)

9216 132 | 163(6) 197(6) 29.5(6) | 17.3(6) 24.0(6)  36.5(6)
36864 1/64 | 160(6) 183(6) 263(6) | 172(6) 22.0(6) 32.8(6)
147456 1/128 | 163(6) 183(6) 23.0(6) | 17.0(6) 19.8(6)  28.0(6)

Table 4 Average number of GMRES iterations per Newton step, with total number of Newton steps in paren-
theses, for the problem of section 7.3 with both 4 and 16 subdomains.

Average GMRES iterations (Newton steps)

DoF p q=3 q=4 qg=>5 q==6
16384 3 | 22.0(6)
25600 4 | 25.8(6) 20.8(6)
36864 5 | 28.8(6) 22.0(6) 20.8(6)
50176 6 | 31.5(6) 233(6) 222(6) 20.8(6)
65536 7 | 352(6) 24.0(6) 235(6) 21.2(6)
82944 8 | 37.0(6) 252(6) 25.0(6) 21.8(6)

Table 5 Average number of GMRES iterations per Newton step, with total number of Newton steps in paren-
theses, for the problem of section 7.3 with varying polynomial degrees p and ¢, with fixed h = 1/32,
H = 2h, 1024 elements and 256 subdomains.

Average GMRES iterations (Newton steps)
Subdomains | h=1/4 h=1/8 h=1/16 h=1/32 h=1/64 h=1/128
4 17.2 (5) 17.3 (6) 17.7 (6) 17.7 (6) 17.7 (6) 17.3 (6)
16 19.2 (6) 18.8 (6) 18.5 (6) 18.5 (6) 18.2 (6)
64 20 (6) 19.5 (6) 19.5 (6) 19.3 (6)
256 20.8 (6) 20.5 (6) 20.3 (6)

Table 6 Average number of GMRES iterations per Newton step required for a relative residual norm toler-
ance 104, with total number of Newton steps in parentheses, for varying numbers of subdomains, using
H =2handp = 4.

where Q = (0,1)2, A == [0,7/3] x SO(2), and where L*v := a®: D?v, with

o 1 1 +sin?6 sinf cosd
- sinf cos® cos®6

5 > R", a=(0,R)ecA. (7.2)
The source terms <, o € A, are chosen so that the exact solution is given by u(x,y) =
e™ sin(mx) sin(y), whilst yielding large variations in the values of « that attain the supre-
mum in (7.1). As explained in [21], a key challenge in this example is that the diffusion
coefficient a® is highly anisotropic for 6 near 7 /3, and the rotation matrices R may lead to
large variations in the resulting diffusions across the domain and between Newton steps. As
a result, significant anisotropic variations in the resulting linearizations are encountered in
the application of the semismooth Newton method.

The numerical scheme (3.4) is applied on a sequence of fine meshes 7;, obtained by
uniform subdivision of € into squares of size h = 27, k = 3,...,7, with polynomial
degrees 2 < p < 5. Each iteration of the semismooth Newton method for solving (3.4) leads
to a nonsymmetric but positive definite linear system [21], which we solve using the GMRES
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h | p= p=3 p=4 p=
/4 18 21 21 22
1/8 19 20 19 20
1/16 19 19 19 19
1/32 18 19 17 18
1/64 17 19 16 17

Table 7 Number of GMRES iterations on the first Newton step required at the first Newton step for a rel-
ative residual norm tolerance of 109, for various polynomial degrees 2 < p < 5, using H = 2h and 4
subdomains. The results are better than theoretical predictions, see Remark 1.

h
Subdomains | 1/4 1/8 1/16 1/32  1/64 1/128
4 18 19 19 18 17 15
16 22 20 19 18 17
64 21 19 18 17
256 21 19 18

Table 8 Number of GMRES iterations on the first Newton step required for a relative residual norm tolerance
10—, for varying numbers of subdomains, using H = 2h and p = 2.

method (3.20) implemented as suggested in [18]. The nonoverlapping preconditioners are
based on the bilinear form ay,, using between 4 and 256 regular subdomains and g = p.

To study the overall performance of the preconditioners, we computed the average num-
ber of GMRES iterations per Newton step required to reduce the residual norm ||ry||p-1
below a tolerance of 10~ or a relative tolerance of 10~*. Convergence of the Newton
method was determined by requiring a step-increment L?-norm below 10~ 6. These toler-
ances were chosen to give a good balance between the different sources of error originating
from discretization, linearization and algebraic solvers. The corresponding results are given
in Table 4, showing the effectiveness of the preconditioners and their robustness with respect
to the anisotropy of the diffusion term. Tables 5 and 7 shows the iteration counts for varying
choices of the polynomial degrees. Tables 6 and 8 shows that the iteration counts are not af-
fected by the number of subdomains. We point out that these iteration counts are comparable
to those obtained by Lasser and Toselli in [14] for nonsymmetric H*-type problems origi-
nating from advection-diffusion-reaction equations. In particular, for moderate polynomial
degrees, the preconditioners are found to be efficient and robust under h-refinement.

Overall, these results show that nonoverlapping preconditioners are robust and efficient
when confronted with the anisotropy, lack of symmetry and nonlinearity of this problem.

8 Conclusion

Original approximation results for discontinuous finite element spaces lead to optimal order
spectral bounds for nonoverlapping domain decomposition preconditioners in H?-norms.
In the case of h-refinement, we have shown the robustness, efficiency and competitiveness
of these preconditioning methods in applications to the nonsymmetric systems arising from
fully nonlinear HIB equations.
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